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- teration : This if you-carry in your 
Þ Mind, in the Reading, thereof , 'twill 


\ the Right Reverend Biſhops, touching 
ſome Alterations to be made in the Lz- 


TO THE- 


READER 


7.0 ig "will fin the following 
© Letter, to and, Baxter lon G 
\ Þ- nough, and therefore 1 fu 
Gy little by; w 4 of Preface. But to 
vertiſe yo Gy; hat by Anſwer to the 
Petition for, Peace was written A. 1661, 
> the ſame year the Petitzos was publi- 
$ ſhed by Kr. Baxter, Gb the Name of 
" the Non-conforming .C 


his Majeſty: ipod 6 


iſroers, x b 
treat wil 


turgy.* and "tis now onely tranſcribed 
and publiſhed without any material Al- 


A 2 pre- 


A 
Hh, 


'Tothe READER: 
prevent divers Miſtakes, which other- 
wiſe may be made in the Miſ-timing 
It;-and Particularly: about the pretended 
great Sufferings'of the Non-conformiſts, 
of which , M he Petition , they make 
loud and gent, but falſe Com- 
plaints. The ect Party having by 
them Nh {/affeted tor many years. 
But the' Nox-conformiſts at that time, 
having 9 47h in the leaſt,-and ber 
ing as capable as the Conformiſts, would 
they have Tubmitted to the wholeſome 
Orders of t the: Church of England, of en- 
Joying vor .ahd Preferment'; \urito 
which Mt. Baxter boaſts that hirfiſelf- 
was courted.. "As to my Remarks upon 
his Commonealth , if he” ſhall* -objeQ, 
that he publifhed to the World his De: * 
fire that Book may be Jook'd" upon - 
a$ Non: Scriptus'; and ond is. not con- 
cern'd inthe Seditiow Thefes by = | 
laid down”? Ry by melaid open. I 
leave it to Jimſelf to judge: inter 
fach an infignificant Nothis (the wi- 
Sib his Mouth after ſo Bhs a Crime ) 
be to him a ficient Prrgation, to the 
World a ſufficient Satisfa@ion, and 
( which is moſt conſiderable”) whether | 


his bare Wiſh, his Book were not writ- 
ter, | 


To tte READER. 
ten, be ſufficient to undeceive and bring 
. to Repentance the many whom it 

 Bave corrupted 'and tempted to Rebellion; 
'Tis the Wiſh of one of Mr. Baxter's 
- own Party' for him , what-Nero wiſht 
for himſelf That he' bad never known 

Litters. Trily it were tobe wiſht , 
That, when {( Labouring under Sick- 
neſs, as he ſaith) he had written his E- 
verlaſting Ref; :he had gon toit : He 
hath been fo reſtleſs ever (i nce; and fo 
great a Trowbler of Iſrael ; that with- 
out a deep Repentance of his' dangerows 
Errors and AFings, 1 fear het will come 
ſhort'of that Bleſſed Ref. There goes 
a*Story , That Hugh eter, riding in 
(Ruerpo po by Oliver's Coach , In'a preat 
ain, and he offered to lend him his 
Coat: 3 he told him, He would not be in 
bis Coat for @ Thouſand Ponnd.: Seriou(- 
ly, 1 would not be in Mr. Baxter's Con- 
dition fora Thouſand Worlds ( hol- 
ding his Principles ) for all his great 
Pretenſions of lineſs ſos and frequent 
Appeals to the left Judgments where 
EX who are' contentions, uncharitable, 
fierce, heady, bigh-minded, "who ſpeak evil © 
of Dignities, ond reſiſt the: higher Pow- 
ers, though _- ave the Form of 
A 3 God- 


Tothe READER. 
Gwe, will be — as well 
as the open/y wrigedly and profane, If he 
think ms ſevere ; tis 'onely. in order.to 
bis Repenavce , ( which, I/heartily de- 
Gre) thatÞ diſplay his Emors with Ln 
Plajnneſs;::And. truly; I\ Jydge (om 
plements 4nd ſoft: Words Hiot;fit for B+ 

g0ts and-Perynrbers of- Ghyereh and Stare, 
and opet:Remilers of the Lqws and the 
Governwents I have oft wondred atand 
pitied an ald Siete/anov;, who, when he 
mig he hye:in Honour and Peace, is . @e 
ver in Trouble, »agd:capnot go quietly 
| ta his Grave: \ And 1 havethe amePaf 
Gon: fap Nr. Bootter,\g ($tateſmar-400, 
Burt the: Selevrender. ean-live no w"_ 
but- in::the Fere.. And:4. Perſon. 
layes $#s-,/ though they: haye w 
his. whale" Eftate, if he had. : TAO 
would ſpend. jt all-in Faw. I. would 
ſome of Mr, Boxter's Friends could pex+ 
ſuade hity-40 / leave. off TCortroverfes, 

and- imploy:the Remaigder of his Life 
in writing:Retreetions; r: Work pro- 
per and neceflary fot\him,; if for.any o- 


ther inthis:q ing and con 
ous Age: 4. have offered..you ſome -Rea- 
ſans why-.;the Epiſco | Commeiſſuqners 


thought”; not fit.to > make, Anſwer to the 
Petition 


To the READER. 
Petition for Peace. The Reaſor why 1 
have anſwered it is, To take down 
Mr. Baxter's confident and frequent 
Boaſtings in his late paſſionate iritings, 
as if it were #n4anſwerable; and, to vin- 
dicate the Church of England ; which, 
as one truly ſaith, whoſoever hath the 
Learning and Temper to confider and 
underſtand , - doth know ' to be the 
brighteſs Image of primitive Purity and 
Worſhip, and the moſt perfel# Conjunc- 
tare of the moſt ancient and moſt boh 
Faith , that, the primitive Times 
of Perſecution, atiy mart had ever the 
Honor of ſuffering for or defending, 
The God of Poace and Truth continue 
the True Religion with our Peace , and 
caſt out that Spirit of Contention, Di- 
wviſon and Diſobedience which poſſeſſeth 
the Diſſenters ; and give them the Spirit 
of Meekneſ5, Humility and Chriſtian Sub- 
JjeFion unto Authority. 


ERRATA. - 


P- 20, for greeting reade Grotius. 
P- 26.-for Caution, Canton, 

Þ. 3o. for ſhortly, ſurely. 

P- 33: after Loud this ſtroke o— 
P- 37+ for $ 


P- Tos. in Marian, in the Marian. 
P- 107. for vobrs, nobis. 
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Mr.” Richard Baxter. 
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JT this. Pager ſhall doe \ any good of 


$$ 


harm”, you will have a ſhare of the. 

praiſe or blame, fince” it had never 
ſeen the light, had it not been brought 
forth by your "midwifery. Meeting lately 
with. your Non-conformilſt © Pleas , Z The unidn- 
found the "Petition: for \ Peace offer 7 Wikings 
them mentioned; and again, more than of 51. 


oxce in your Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet; * gm 


and as oft as you name it, you are pledid wo the Bi 
to ſay , "Twas never anſwered ; whereby _ 
you would: make the World believe *tis they neve# 
ananſwerable : This brought to my yg anſwered = 
membrance ;, that 1 had by me-your __ 
tition for Peace, aud had anſwer d it the 
fame year *"twas publiſhed , but kept-if 
private , 'in. expettation' of an' Anſwer » 
from the i AY Commiſſidners ," 'who 
were moſt able :and moſt touterncd. ; bit 

| B they 


2 
” 


they not thinking fit to doe it, for rea- 
ſons beſt known to themſelves, and per- 
Baps. for ſonie-hereafter mentioned; and 
the Liturgy of the Church, with ſome 

Alterations of the ;Cqyruocation , bein 
ſhortly after by Law eſtabliſhed ; T laid 
by* my Anſwer, dx, needleſs; and ſetarce 
thought of "it more , "till your bold and 
angry Plea cauſed me to ſeek it out a- 
mong many ſcattered Papers, and to re- 
view , tranſcribe,, and expoſ® it. I ex- 
pett ( but without fear of its defenſible- 
eſs } that * you will quarrel at it ; you 
are known to. be of a+ polemical. humour - 

and temper,” 'of « hot Brain and h 

Pen; the Hedtor: of the Old Cauſe, the. 
Non-conformiſts Pape :; 7 wrong you not in 
. the  Appellation 5+. You have more than 
proved it in Atting the Pope. Tours are 
the two Swords; and your have, with 
wighty valour ,, drawn them. both. The 
. . . _.,\ terhporal Sword you have drawn againſt 
Þ-1:-.: the King in the late Rebellion, and yor 
© gdory that you drew inwith you many how 
fands: And in cold bloud; near twenty 

Years after', you tell the World ,: you can- 

» wot ſee_ you were: miſtaken; nor dare : 

repent of it ," nor" forbear. th6 ſame if-it. 

were to doe again-in the Jame' ſtare of. 

CE "> ' things. 


—Oom_— _— —" 
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(3) a» 
things. And, Sir, may 1 be fo bold & 
zo ark you, Are you wot this day of the 
ſame mind; and wiſh the ſtate of things 
were now the ſame , that you migh Te 
Doing again * re” 
. . Bleſſed be God, who hath by Miracle 
taken from you the temporal Sword, and 
reſtored it to the King, whoſe it is. 
But the ſpiritual Sivord caunot be 
wreſted from you, and this you are ſo 
daring as to draw ſtill againſt the Church, 
_ which you are ever and anon ma- 

ing new Aſſaults: and here too you 
muſter your holy Army, Two thouſand 
Miniſters , and by the number of thoſe 
Centurions, we may gueſs how many are 
your  P Shall I demonſtrate to 
you further , how you take upon you. the 

Pope, in both his claims of higheſt Pow- 

er? One over Kings, in-your Holy Com- 
mon-wealthz bounding, them all by your 
Laws for Government ; or rather, bin- 
ding them in your long and heavy Chait 
of 380 Links. The other claim of higheft 
Power over the whole Church you to iu 
effett: niake, of being its univerſal, in- 
falible Head and Guide; where, you . 
Ss you. have written a Treatiſe of txiſt. ts 
I he anely true terms of Concord : _ - —_ 
B > = 


(4) 

Chriſtian Churches, . and- of - the falſe 
Terms, which they will-never unite in, 
- but are the cauſes of Schiſm. ' Zere 
ſpeaks an Oracle; The onely terms of 
true and falſe Concord and Schiſm are in 
r Breaſt , and given out from your in- 
fallible Chair; a rare and happy. Catho- 
licon; O that it may work. the Cure. 
Sorry 1 am it comes forth a little too 
late: had you publiſhed it in the vacan- 
. .cy of the See of Canterbury , you had in- 

fallibly been made Papa alters orbis. 
When you penned the Petition for 
Peace , :you proclaim to the World, you 
onely had the Spirit of fortitude , tel- 
{ing us how ſtoutly you ſtood up againſt 
the Biſhops for the Old Cauſe , when de- 
ſerted by all your brethren in the Con- 
flitt : But, 7. hope, you had not then at- 
tained the Spirit of infallibility; (if ſo, 
T am upoxyi a vain attempt ; and your Pe- 
tition, as you ſuggeſt, is unanſwerable ; ) 
and I have ſome ground to hope it; fince 
Mr.Walton. #he pious 'old Gentleman who wrote Doc- 
tour Sanderſon's Life aſſures us, that the 
preſent Biſhop of Cheſter told him wery 
. lately, that one of the Diſſenters (whom 
he forbears to name, -but you intimately 
know him ) appeared to. Dr. Sanderſon 
$a #0 
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to be ſo bold, ſo troubleſome, and ſo it 
logical in the Diſpute at the Savoy ,' as 
forced the patient Biſhop., then Modera- 
tour, to ſay, with an utuſual earneſtneſs, 
that he neyer.met with a .man of more. 
pertinaciqus Confidence, and leſs Abili- 
ties, in all his converſation. . = 

Sir, you talk much of Peace and Love, 
Concord and Vnion,, and the Cure of Di- 


; viſions, and they are the Title of divers 


of your Books, yet abundance of judici-: 
0us and peaceable perſons do think and 
w, , that you.» have more. oppoſed the 

eace” of the: Church ( ard State too ) 
and contributed to its Diviftons,  than-a- 
ny, or all the party of. your profeſſion > 
Nay, that you are not-,.at.\. peace with 
your own. party., and where. they expreſs 
their diſſent from you , though never ſe 


. modeſtly ; you treat them rudely and im. 


ſolently ; as anon I may. give>you an Ins, 
Me? AF. reſent 7 ha bs the li. 
berty to conſider and offer\ you ſome of -m y, 
Sentiments upon two of thoſe Diſcourſes'£ 
now uamed;.your Holy Commonwealth; + 
and your: Plea for Peace.'. | :j - - {x 
For the firſt , truly I was ſeiſed with 


wonder and grief at the- fight of your - '' 


Commonwealth , that ſeventeen years 
B 3 after 


el 
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after our late Troubles began, and they 
yet - continus gs you OE in proſpect 
pur lamentable Confufions , and leiſure to. 
refiectt upon the oy of the Church and 
State, _ ſeting the Kingdom over- 
turned by Rebellion, Sedition , Murther 
and P was , "the Violation of all the 
Laws aud of: | all mens R ights , and the 
feifing , ſequetring and jelling , the E- 
ſtates of the King, the Biſhops , and the 
moſt: eminently + al Subjehts k Tad after 
the horrid Aſſaſtmation of the King him- 
felf , turned into ſeveral monſtrous forms, 
& the ſeveral powers and amnbitions of ſe- 
veral parties prevailed ; and ſee ing 9 
the Church r#nt_ aff into ſeits hy: zons, 
its holy Dodtiinc* polluted with eee 
bees, its apoſtolical Goverment pluckt 
up. raot and" branch , its raoft \religious 
Form of 0 pp worſhip" aboliſhed, and 
every Z ted yy left #0 his private 
mode ; you coul id have e Kg fenſe and 
ther T' ſay , not piety) as not in 

Co bf ro dep love the 4 alenitie of our 

' Lam, 2.6, Zion; that God. in the indignation of 
7: his anger, had deſp iſed the King and the 
Prieſt, caſt off bl Altar,' abhorred his, 
Pll. 74: 4: Sandtuary; his Enemies roaring in the 
mjdtft of his Congregations, erin 
up 


(7) 


up their-Banners for tokens: That inal 
your tedious Book you- not. wnce' lame 
or Joſiah ;:the Lord's Anointed, taken 
in the fwares of wicked men."  Thoagh'd 
the begtiningof it you refent:the il uſe- 
age of the wſurping "! Provelfor; y to whons 
you g#o6 FX ment . Firdes.' Nay, that 
You Ya fe: who C0 -conref- 
ved and od ata theſe  Miſchiefs\\n#d 
Miſerivsy \to. be the*Gouly. bor ty ; affel 
rheirs the'Giod cauſe and,” as- if there 
had *be##i never ſuch a thing as-a wt 
dom 7 Enigland ; 'you ſboul [" forms bn 
topian Cammmon-w enturies.'\of 
wild and:feditivus Maxime.” —_— 
ter nate 00 Anhonad vanfiOnr2pon 
:: F wif dw one we 
toi your coded "thoughtsiiT. few" of! 
Thos [5 peat iruar'o oe Yon 
Iu y0uPreface', _—_—_ fs: 1740. 
being objeete, winto 'you ;" 108 av0u YE- 
fiſtenes ve) thd. King” 7 pita offers df Theſis 1, 
* your Head to Juſtice'a5Rebolz"if arty 
cad prove, thiar' the King wasrhe'Miph- 
eft: Power'i the time of Diviſion,” and 
had Powet'to'makeehuoWir: 7haFts, 
If any can prove , the King was LA 
Hara above thoſ&\nho ; tn whewppo- < >= 
fi ng bit) | kcknowledoed themfelvtic BY 
B 4 $ ubjetts; ; 


ark 
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Subjeits ; | aud, turning Rebels., he. had 
Right by War: to defend himſelf, and re- 
duce. them:taxabedience. (Sir , you may 
bleſs God, that.tbe:King's Sow and Succeſ- 
four was likeckeirs; \a moſt mercifall Prince, 
elſe your Offer:mrght by his, Juſtice have 
been taken. ). AH Writers. think. Saint 
Paul means bythe Higher Powers the 


| _ (or, which is all oxe, the King ) 


name him;. and your . ſelf name him 
elſewhere, [If a heathen perſeeuting Nere 
muſt be obeyed, ] 4nd. Saint..Peter 'ca/s 


the. King Supreme ;: and i yet. you wiſerae 
#y Ruth both, with ſaying, The Ro- 


mans hated the-name of a:King\ ( as the 
Party you fided- with did. Opel that" it 
w8s neither. the intent, | of-. Pau or Pey 
$6r,to determine. whetlier » the-.Empe- 
rour. or Senate was ſupreme. But where 
the King is ſupreme, it is thewill of. God 
that the people ſhould obey, him, May 


: © remivd- you that $t. Paul did determine 


Fheſis 2. 


e&,. when be-appealed not to the, Senate, 
but \to Cafas,; and St. Peter did deter: 
mine &t, when be calls the King ſupreme, 
and.other Gepernewrs thoſe who are fent 


Y. 1.9 V1. 31 5-991 
.o:Tog challepge any man to. let you 
know one Nation upon all the Farth 


” n 1 
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(9) 
that hath better Governoyrs , in Sove- 
reign Power. as'to Wiſedom and Holi- 
neſs'conjuntt, than the Powers laſt laid 
by , that have. been reſiſted and depoſed 
in England; and you tell us who you 
mean when you ſay, The Lord Protettor, 
prudently, piouſly, faithfully; to his im- . 
mortal Honour, did exerciſe the Govern- 
ment, E 
. But how he. came in you ſay not : Bleſ- 
fed be God, he went out ſoon ; his Go- 
vernment was not immortal ; aud thanks 
to-the King , nat mortal to: himſelf: a- 
gainſt: his Piouſneſs 1 have ' nothing to 
objett., but that the was. Protettour: his 
Prudence, {. readily with you acknowledge 
and his Honeſty too, in acknowledging the 


[ing his father's Land-lord and his own, 
an 


being ready to remove. when the 
Landlord demanded poſſeſſion, which ſa- 
ved him: his: head; [4h being wiſer thas 
you, not to offer it. ſo raſhly :.. As for 


your Challenge-of the Wiſedom aud Holi 


neſs. of your Gaovernours. above .all upou 
Earth ;. pleaſe.you to ſend it into Hol- 
hagd-or Geneya, #2 will doubtleſs be ac- 
Septed : but ,: though it diſpleaſe you, 7 

muſt tell you, the Earth never ſaw more 
wicked and crue} Vſurpers than they, nor 
ty, a more 


Theſis, 


137. 


138. 


141. 


146, 


(ro) 

a more vain and idle Challenge than yours. 
1 ſhall leave'you and Mr. Harrington to | 
argue, whether the A rmy or Richard and |. 
his Senat# were the wiſer or holier Go- 

vernours, and, paſſing by Centuries, ſhall 
onely remind you ifs few of your The- 
ſes which /peat your Loyalty. 

Tf Providence ftatedly diſable him 
that was the Sovereign from exceliting 
the Laws, proteCting the Juſt ; it *ma- 
keth him'an uncapable fubje& of the 
Power,” and fo depoſeth' him ; for a Go- 
vernour ſb\impotent is none; nd, if the 
People difable him ſinfully, by deſerti 
him ; yet'he is Aiſmniſſes.s an of Ll 
from the Charge of Government z "and 
Innocent members are' difobliged' oth 
being governed by hin, though throtgh 

the Sin of others. 

When Providence thins-maketh-any 


uncapable ar indifpoſed;" it deſtroyerh 


the Power as in fuch, '- 

'Tis the duty of avery weak chovgh 
tolerable Governour ;” for the Common 
Good, to refign his Vlaee- to, one that 
is every way more fit, -and likes to'6b- 


tain the ends of Government rt * mire 


excellent rote 
If the perſon aiſpolleſt, chough tt 


were 
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were unjuſtly, do after become unca- 
le of Government ; 'tis not the duty: 
of his Subje&s'to ſeek his Reſtoration. 

If an Army*'ot - Neighbours or Inha-. Theſis, 
bitants, or whoever, ( Turk or Pope ) 47 
do though jnjuriouſly expell the Sove- ms 
reign, and 'refolve- to ruine the Com- 
mon-wealth rather than he ſhall be re: 
ſtored, and-if the Common:wealth may 
proſper without his Reftoration ; 'tis 

duty of ſach'an injured Prince, for 
the Common- Good , to reſign his Gos 
vernment: and'it he will not + the Peo: The Peo- 
ple prog to judge him as made unca- Pie arc 
wary by Providence, and not to ſeek the - King's 

Reſtoration.” To the apparent Ruin Judges. 
of the Commion-wealth, a Prince muſt 4 

ive up his Government, © rather than 

ght for his 7 to the ſpilling of 
Bloud | 

A rare Encouragement to Rebellion : 

'Tis Mr. B's Dvintty., the longeſt Sword 
muſt carry it right or wroug; and Re- 
bels may /þ - Bloud to deſtroy their King, 
but a lawfu wed may not, to' preſerve 
himſelf pry his Kingdom. '1t'Jeems Da- 
Vid was to blame to x ho ht with-Abſalom 
for the recovery 7 Crown and Xi Ing- 
om What horrid Theſes are theſe / 
Onely 


150. 


(12) 
Onely the -Common-wealth aud Common- 
goed ( of which the Common people are Fud- 


£o comes in ever as a Salvo. Name'me a 


eſuite that ever wrote at a higher. rkte. 

When a! People are without, a Go- 
vernour, it may be the duty of ſuch as 
have molt ſtrength ex 'charitate to pro- 
tect the reſt-from injury. 

Juſt Prozetfour Oliver's caſe, he found 
out a way that the People ſhould be without 
a Governour , and then his moſt ſtrength 
was a mighty, zmpulſe to this great Cha- 


, rity, to protett the Pedple: - 


Ist. 


In 160, 


Providence, by Congueſt and other 


means , doth. uſe ſo;;tbi,qualifie ſome 
perſons. above others for the Govern- 


ment , when the place svatd , that;no- 
other perſons. ſhall be,.capable Compe- 
titours, and the perſons ſhall be as good 
as named by Providence whom - the 


| people! are bound by..Gad to choole or 


conſentto... * Examples; Maſfanello. 
The Rump, Oltver; Richard, Multi- 
tudes of wicked, criminous perſons how 
rich ſoever,, ſhould much rather be ex- 
cluded from; chooſing Governours, than 
honeſt Beggars. Thus, -this,. this is: the 


great Point that the welfare of moſt 


Common-yealths doth depend upon. 


is 
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This, this) this will ſet Kingdoms and 
Common-wealths all on fire, he who is wic- 
ted to one Party i godly to another ; and 
to be rich when your Party reigned was to 
be criminous and malignant, if loyal. But 
to prevent contention and injuſtice , your 
high wiſdom hath found out an excellent 
Law. 

| Let all Paſtours in Emg/and that are 
approved. or tolerated have an Inſtru- 
ment of approbation or toleration, and 
let no man be a Chuſer or Ruler who is 
not ſignified under the Paſtour's hand to 
be a Member of his Church, or that 
ſhall be caſt out. Let every Pariſh have 
one or two of the wiſeſt men, by the 
ſuperiour Rulers, made Church-Juſtices 
or Cenſours, to meet with the Church- 
Officers, and to take cognizance of the 
Cauſe; and let all that are caſt out by 
the Church-Juſtices and Churches con- 
ſent. be regiſtred and diſabled to vote. 

If a People that by oath and duty are 
obliged to a Sovereign ſhall ſintully dif- 
poſſeſs him, and, contrary to their Co- 
venants, chooſe and covenant with an- * 
other, they may be obliged by their 
later Covenants, notwithſtanding the 
former; and particular Subje&ts , that 

CcON- 
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conſented not with theth in the breaking 
of their former Covertants,. may yet be 
obliged by occaſion of their later. choice 
to the perſon whom they chooſe; when 
men by contrary Covenants have caſt 
themſelves into a neceſlity of ſinning, it 
may be a duty to chooſe the leſier Sin. 

Though a Nation wrong their _ p 
yet may he not lawfully war againſt the 
Publick good on that account, nor any 
help him in ſuch a War. 

Princes, if their Injuries by their Sub- 
jects are too great to be born, they 
may lay down their Crowns at their 
pleaſure. If a Nation injurioufly deprive 
themſelves of a worthy Prince, the hurt 
will be their own, and they puniſh 
themſelves. But 1f 1t be neceſſary to 
their welfare, it is no injury to him. 

Was ever any thing more ſeditious , 
wild and contradidious to it ſelf 2 Hor- 
reſco referens: Tu no. Injary ( faith 
Mr. Baxter) to a Prince, to deprive him, 
thengh worthy : 'Tw no'Sin: Onely the 
Subjefts hurt themſelves. It may be ne- 
ceſſary to the Subjeits welfare to injure 
a worthy Prince, and to hurt and puniſh 
themſelves. | 
Is of the ſame Bran. Though fome 

| Injury 
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Injury to the King be the occaſion of 
the: War, it is the-duty of all' the Peo- 
ple: to defend the Common-wealth a- 
gainſt him , yet ſo as they proteſt a- 
gainft that Injury. 

This Proteſtation waſhes them\white , 
and they now owe him no ſatufattion for 
their Tojury , but may add Injury to In- 
Jury. | 
The People muſt fide with the Parlia- 
ment,  againft the. King, till it be noto- 
rious that the Parliament have deceived 
and betrayed them. | 
' This you think not yet notorious, though 
the Parliament have murthered the King, 
abjured his Surceſſour, and uſurped the Go- 
vernment. | 

; Names are not the onely Notes of So- 
vereignty : If a King have the Title of 
Supreme Head . or onely 'Sovereign of 
his/Dominions; and yeta Senate have art 
eflential part without the Name; they 
loſe not their-part, nor is 1t to be judged 
by the Name::If the whole Family with 
whom-the people were in Covenant be 
extirpated or- become incapable. ( by 4 
ftrexuger Power mjuriouſly expelling the 
Family however or by whom foever, as bei 
fore you have told us.) the People may 


new 
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new form the Government -as they! 
pleaſe : that is, The ,good People of { the! 
Army, 2M whom the Royal: Family is ex« 
trrpate . F 115: 

Many more of your” Theſes , ſuch: as 
theſe, I-might expoſe, but theſe. are too 
many : ani "tis next to incredible , that 
a perſon profeſing Godlineſs ſhould .ex-. 
poſe to the Worl 
and endeavour to render: Supreme Majeſty 
and Sovereign Power cheap and vile , am- 
bulatory te open, to any Invader , when 
God hath declared Kings to be Sacred , 
wot to be touched; will have none to riſe 
up againſt them; to all who reſiſt them 
hath threatued Damnation. Well Mr. 
Baxter, you ſhall take it for a Polititi- 
an, and all ſober and knowing perſons 
will ſay ;, that Machiavel was no body 


to you; your Holy Common-wealth hath 


#nfinitely out-done his Protane Prince. 
But, Sw, I muſt doe you that right, to 
publiſh unto your honour , that there is 
one fair Pearl found in your Dunghill ; 
one "Theſis, among abundance wretchedly 
wicked, which is hugely honeſt and pious. 

It is the Subje&ts duty to defend their 


Prince with their Strength and hazard 


of their Lives againſt. all  foreign- and 
domeſtick 


ſuch ungodly Poſitions,” 
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domeſtick ' Enemies that ſeek his Life 
and Ruine: the Reaſon, 'every mar is 
to doe -it in his place and-calling, Fide- 
lity requireth it, the Common-good' re- 
quireth- it ; elſe no man 'that is wiſe 
would be a King or Governour ; for if 
the People be not bound to defend him, 
he is but ſer up to be the object of envy 
and a bait 'to the ambitious, to entice 
men to invade him, and execute their 
fury on him. #7611 | 

T leave you to reconcile your other 
Principles and your Prattice with this ; 
and ſo I ſhall take leave of your Holy 
Common-wealth, when 7 have confilered 


your Reafons of. taking up. Arms for the 


Parliament: and, I muſt tell you, the 
moſt of thoſe you call Reaſons are undu- 
tifull and uncharitable” Reflexions upon 
the King ," his Council ,, his. Army , and 
all his UY Subjetts, who ſtood up in de- 


fence of his Majeſty, the eſtabliſhed Reli- 


gion , -and-the Laws , againſt the preten- 
ded Parliament, who J, impious Arms 
invaded and-vyiolated them al. 
-: Ton" are" pleaſed to beſtow the good 
names F rant, Drunken, and Vn- 
godly, upon thaſe: who. approved not the. 
Puritans \ pt empernte ' (deat ' and feery 
E Leal, 
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Zeal,and theP arliaments bloudyReforma- 
tion ; and very mannerly,you call the K, ings 
Council Delingaent ; and, as tharitably, his || 
Armies Impiaus-and Popiſh;.: and; yet youl | 
confeſs your owngodly-armyas bad & worſe. ſj \ 
In the Armies ſome. of -our hopetull 
Profeſſours turned Drunkards, ſome. turs 
ned away from Miniſters , Ordinances; 
Scripture Godlineſs, from Chriſt , and 
from common -Sobriety and Civility:; 
ſome, that ſped beſt, lament: their Coo: 

lings and —_—_ | 

. . Tow will not believe the Parliament be: 
gan the War. though the King gives you 
a demonſtration-of it ; but you determine 
' the Queſtion. rarely well, in telling us, 
your ſelf begun it, and were the firſt 
Incendiary :» The. War, you ſay, was be 
gun in our Streets betore the King c 
Parliament had an Army -;-\and..{o. you 
had the honour firſt to. be-:a Gawrel / 
your own creating, before 'Eflex.,' without 
Commiſſion. from King or Parliament. 
The Parliaments cauſeleſs .jealoufies 
you juſtifie'; - but-the King's jaft-Fears you 
Night. To-the Objettion, The, Tumults 
at'Weſtminſter.drove him away; you. an- 
ſwer, Onely:by:difpleaſing:him;.not by 
endangering; him or medkng.with him 
$0 
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ons tells you he was more than diſpleaſed: 
Tou ſay , The Parliameiit did not raiſe 


the King: Tou might have as truly, ſaid, 
Their Army did not fight mhere the'King 


T we Mow + 


and Nateby. O but , Their Commilſi- 
ons ran for King and Parliament ,-and 
ef their Souldiers , it askt who they were 
af for, anſwered, for King and Parharhetit 
ef and the Solenin League and Covenant; all 
7,8 run for King and Parliametit. 

/t What talk you of Commiſſions, equivuos 
eel cating Covenants, and diſſembling Decla- 
rations; when you fought againſt the 
_ perſon, took him; impriſoned him, 
and, at laſt , murthered him. Toy may 
waſh your hands with Pilate, and telus, 
8 Tour horrid Cruelties were onely conſes 
es quents ,":ot effetts of the War + But the 
Bloudl of the #ing,. and his Loyal Subjetts, 
which\you ſpilt, will he upon you, unleſs 
you waſh it away by a deep Repentance. 
For . your taking up Arms againſt - the 
King ,. you. rely upon the authority of 
IX C 2 Mr. 
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was in perſon; at Edghill, Newbery , 


SotheParliaments A rmy,their C aitndiis and 
Mukets only affrighted, did not endanger 
him. Tou have all faith for the Parliament, 
but none for the King, whoin'his Meditatis 


War againſt the Perſon or Authority of 


(no) 


"Mr. Prin , who pleaded the Parliaments 
cauſe in revenge for his Ears, and in gra- 
titude for their releaſing and bringing 
him.to London! in triumph ; of greeting 
one of a foreign Countrey and a great 
Common-wealths-man; of Barkly a Pa- 
piſt : and indeed from them you learnt 
this 'wicked Dottrine. Tou might, had 
you been impartial, conſulted Fudge Jen- 
kins, your friend Hales, Dudly Digs, 
and, the never to be anſwered , Royal 
Apology. Theſe would have taught you, 
that the Laws of God and the Land for- 
bid in all caſes refiſtauce againſt the King, 
command ſubjettion ; but let theſe and 
® your other. ſhews aud faint ſhadows of 
reaſon vaniſh. 

The moſt ſubſtantial one , which you 
chiefly urge and enlarge on, #, That the 
King 1s not ( as all his good Subjetts have 
been taught to believe) the Sovereign; 
but that the Parliament hath 'a part in 
the Supremacy ; an Aſſertion direitly con- 
trary to the Oath of: Supremacy, 'whzch 
.you- elſewhere. confeſs. ſecures the» King's 
Title againſt all foreign Claims of Pope 
or any other, an 049 AER againſt all 
 home-bread Uſurpers, and every Member 
of Parliament takes that Oath, —_—_— 

ong 
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Long Parliament, even when making-Wir 
againſt the King , confeſs . themſelves\ in 
their Declarations his Majeſtie's moſt. loy- 
al and humble Subjefts. - vl 
T dare not with you preſume -to' talk 
at pleaſure of Kings and. Parliaments. 
7 have all due weneration for Parlia- 
ments next unto and . under the King. 
But I never. learat , that they were. ſha- 
rers in the Supremacy, and, [ believe; it 
would be a Rerery as diſpleaſing to. a 
Parliament,. as injurious to the King, \t0 
aſcribe unto it a part of the. Sovereignty. 


One of yours tells us that 'formerly- the Mr. Ma- 
Name of a King was.. att 'Idol. untq his _ of 
Subje&s ;. but now, by the courage. of Thanks 


the Parliament; 'tis. death-to that man, 


and his father's houſe, - that\durſt name of pery. 


a King; . and you make\an 1dol of .. the. 
name of a Parliament ,. and dare to. fay; 
that if 'you had known the Parliament 
had been the Beginaers ,.. and in moſt 
fault ; yet their Ruin is a Puniſhment 
greater than any fault againſt a King ( his 
Murther., . and the Ruin of his Family , 
and all. his loyal Subjetts ).can from him 
deſerve. -. And now , Six', your Audacity 
begets in me. the Confidence to tell you, 
that. your. Rebellion. was moſt. foul , and 
C 3 the 
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the Arms you "bare were againſt both King 
and Parlzament , for that you' call ſo was 
an idol; 'a mothing , no parliament; but 
onely ſome corrupted members of it ; 
thre bad by tumults and threats frigh- 
fed away”, as the' King , ſo all the ſound 
and loyal Members of Parliament , both 
Lord's and Commons , and that-inſogreat 
a Rumber, that they made a Parliament 
in Oxtord. Now, ſeeing the Parliament 
thus: divided, a part againſt the King , 
a part as great for him, Prudence and 

£8yalty might have taught you "either ta 

© bave'Jat tj and bewailed 'the unhap- 

once; BY rupture anil diviſion, and prayed for a 

1 aſus 'and "reconciliation; or. To have 

.: awed with the King and the loyal part 

: > PfTiÞzs Parliament* ' but of: ue Sove-f 

Pergnty of Parliaments enough. I pray 

GO grant the King and kingdom may ne- 

Derimore ſee the like to that you plead for, 

arl*ſerved under with ſuch a perſeve- 

ranee that 5 you ſay; you -woul doe it 
299;n-in the ſame" ſtare of things. | 

Epiſt. to #1 honeſt Friend, when he. ſaw here 

Gr ten g'Erg'avd there an Arm inthe way; ſaith, 

4a \you tell us, 1t was time for hinv to 

{top.. Twas in him a poor puſulanimity ; 

But ſuch was your magnavimity, that Legs 


an 
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tnd- Arms could not fp your C areer, you 
could undauntedly march on through bloud 
tnd ghters: 'Twas a"cowar ly, Cru 


| e7 Triumph in. your other honeſt Friend; 


Mr. Love :'YS® flouriſh" his handkerchief 
« in the' Blind of that great Prelate ; 
en dead, whoſe Jenerdilh face he durſt 
#0+_ have lookt on when altve.* But you#. 
valiant Sword drencht- it" felf in loud 
#4 the field of Mars. 'Tou were as bold as 


the brutifh brave horſe in Job, You cloa\ Job 39-19, 


thed your neek with thunder ; the glo- © 
ry of your! Hoſtrils was' retrible ; yout 
rejoyced itt ydur renee You- went 
Mt to meet the armed man; you moe: | 
ked at fear Were not affrighted, "nor 
turned” your back to' the ſword; you 


_ fold among the tru ad Ha ha; awd 
Jour” Truths et-ſoiud 

Curſe ye' r ray curſe ye bitterly. Cir: Judg.$.23, 
ſed be theanian' that' dot” the work: of Jer. 48.10+ 


Youd as. ? 


the'Lord' tly; *eurſee} be he thitt 
keepeth: "Hack * His: ſword: or bloud: 
But "tis timMe\to ſound a a Fetreat. Valbattt 
Sit, 'Zad your "Arms been yo Router"thin 
your Argamients', 'you bud forſaken” he 
field, as you! platnly do, when in rhe 
cloſe” of - youth Reaſons for the'late War 
ba confeſs , that every one of your "Red 
C 4 ſons 
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ſons is nat a. ſufficient metium to fer, 
your concluſion ©. But altogether" ſhew up-. 
on- what grounds you proceed to diſpute 
the. point c So that you; juſtifie. Treaſon 


upon the very fame grounds on which the 
noble Earl ' Scraford was. condemned, 


br rght neſs.aud' returning ; incglory. 1 Bf 

Fas | for wg: Wor, pradens 
! 1 blinged- your: fyes 
asd that heat put 'out the-light.,. and. fo 
goa thought the Common-wealth wou{d 
bring him in \again. Weſ, yet .you werg 
mot wholly. forſaken in', your Paliticks 
bat; when, though late ,/;you. diſcovered 
the Protettorſhip and the Common-wealth 
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expiring, axe. the King like t0 be reſto- 
reds. you expiazted your little errours by a 
great ,merit z you preached to the honou- 


, rable, Houſe of Commons 'in Parliament , 


and. as in your Epiſtle, and.elſewhere you 
koaſt , God-.and they put. upon ybu'a 


great. honour; .the next morning after 


_ they. acknowledged his Majeſtie's Au-. 


thotity : But ſurely, Sir, 'twas #0 effett 
your Sermon 3 hut their own Loyalty 
which wrought upon them . to. make that 
acknowledgment.' , Tou all along in ,your 
Sermon reflet; on the Royal Party as pro- 
Yau; and cenſurivg the Puritans and Pre- 
cifaans who | dare, not be ſo bad'4s they: 


Nay, you implicitly accuſe that. F{onoura. pag, 18. 


ble. Houſe, as if there were. ſome among 
thew ( and (tis eafie to gueſs whom you 
mean.) that would. take that. man as a-Pu- 


titan and Phanatick , who, would employ 


' balf | ſo much time for his Seoul and the 


Service of the' Lord, as they doin unne- 
ceſſary ſports aud. pleaſures, .and pampe- 
ring their fleſh. . And you freely;tell them 


that ,, God muſt have the precedeney , pag. 20. 


and, \as our Calamities' began: with Dif 
ferencies in Religion, and. ſtill, that's 
the Wound , that. moſt» needs-clofing z 
and,.with. griet and ſhameye-iee th 
0 | Wor 
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Work ſo long undone ? \Vithich- plainly 
implies, you would have th35(Work done 
according to your Covenint by the'Parli- 
ament , before the King come in; and, 
putting a high value on y- ſelf," and 
all of your mind, you declire, they but 
you out , if they would enforce ' you to ad- 
miniſter Sacraments without diſcipline , 
and the condutt of your own" diſcretion; 
and, ſay you, Give: fif{t't6 God the 
things that "are God's, and then give 
unto Czfar the things that are Czfar's : 
that 'is, firſt ſet up the Difeipline before 
| you admit Czfar : 7his\was the method. 
of 'your Brethren in Scothind. And you 
here again caution and ſhare” the ' Sove- 

Perignty. "Tis 'right indee# as you Jas 

A Papiſt muſt ceaſe to be a Papiſt, if] 
be" truly” and" fully loyal'to his Sove 
reigns and"vis as true; A Pp resbyterian 
muſt ceaſe to'be a Presbyterian, if he: be 
truly and ally * loyal to his Sovereign': 
but you hide him under the general name 
of Proteſtant, ant tell'us, fo. Proteſtant 
-- 7 miſt ſo far ceaſe to be a'Proteſtant,'be- 
fore he:cari' be diſſoyal: '{"you ſhould have 
faid; a'\Proveftant truly 'coriformable 'to 
the' Charch of England fueh a one ean 
never bediſl6yal: But beheld how rarely 
al you 


(27) ," 
08 prove - your now-conforming Proteſtant 
Mabe be Siflyaty for Row, fiv'eath. 
part: of the Rule of his Religion: but 
unhapptly - there-hath been a difference 
- among us, which is the higher power, 
when. thoſe which have their ſhares in ' 
the Sovereignty are divided? But whe- 
ther\we ſhould be ſubject to the higher 
power'is no queſtion to us. Fery pret- 
ty pure Jeſuitiſm:i Sir, True Proteſtants ' 
ef the Church of England were never ſo 
rnbappy* as to differ about \the higher 
power: . They all agreed it was the King ; 
andl-that none did: or ought to ſhare with 
him- in the Sovereignty. Tis the \Papiſt 
( whom you confeſs to' be in your Counſels 
and. Armies ) and you who unhappily dif- 
fer, which is the higher power. T} bey ſay; 
not the King, but the Pope; 'you fay, not 
the King, « the Parliament ; Rom. 
the's yth: is part of the Ruleof their Re- 
 ligion as well as yours; and 'whother they 
ſhould be ſubjet't0'' the higher poiver 7s 
no. more a queſtion with ge an _ 
ou," and ſo you prove.the Papiſts*as goo, 
Sabjetts as Ve ſetves. This Forks Is 
your argument for your Loyalty.' \*Tis no 
queſtion with you, *whether you ſhould be 
ſubjett to the higher power ; \but _ 
ra Pty 
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iy you differ, and are ignorant who 'is 
- bighe power , to wk. you ſhould be 
ſabjett 2 + you did not know whether , Eng- 
land was'a Kingdom ori\a Common-wealth, 
whether the King was higher than. the 
' Parliament , whom he hath power: to con- 
woke and diffolve when he thinks” fit : 
who call themſebves his Subjeits, and: re- 
cogniſe his Sovereignty , by ſwearing-unto 
him allegzance : thus your unhappy. and 
invincible ignorance.,, who was the high- 
er power ,. hath led .you more unbappily 
to take part with the lower, but ſtronger. 
power ," and to reſiſt and. deſtray the' high- 
er. May your timely Repentance gre 
the doom denounced Romans the-13th. 
But this , and your other little. ſlips.in 
arguing , proceeded from" your preſent 

want 'of advantages: for 'ſtudy..." x 
Having Ss: #9 Book: but a:Bible 
and a; Qencordance.; as you ſay in your. 
Epiſtle 4\/ow wain,. hom falſe, haw rank- 
ly ſmells it. of the Phariſee ? \ What want 
of advantages for. ſtudy .in London 2. 
Could not all the  publich. Libraries, or 
Bookſellers. ſhops furniſh you with Books, 
for A:Sermon of Repentance ? . But -ad- 
vantages though you wanted, you needed 
not." I muſt . with you collaud your Ser- 
mon, 


(29) 


mon, aud confeſs. you have ſpoken well 
of Repentance, and home to diverſe par- 
ticular Sins, and_powerfully preſt ſeveral 
Duties : but. that: which was the' Duty of 
the Day, to lay open the Sin and depre- 
cate the Guilt of the late unparalleld 
Rebellion , and the Murther of his late 
Majeſty, our moſt gracious and religious 
King , and the moſt injurious Expulſion 
of bis preſent Majeſty from his Crown 
and Kingdoms, and to preſs his ſpeedy 
Reſtoration; this hath no place in your 
Sermon.. Surely your topical Head, had 
your Heart been. for it, and had you that 
reſpect for the King as for. Richard, 
could from your Bible and Concordance 
alone have ſo laid open the Sin and laid 
home the"Duty , as at once to. have *pric- 
ked . aud bowed. the hearts 'of | all lirael 
forthmith to ſend unto the King, . and 
ſay ; Return thou and all thy ſervants: 
T hw, indeed, -you faintly confeſs was ſome 
little part of your duty, to hawe minded 
your. Auditours what' Sins of the Land 
muſt be remembred and loathed' in order 
to Peace and Fealing, but your Glaſs 
forbad. you. It ſeems your time. for a 
whole hour was 1mployed in a Work more 
proper and —_ than that _— 
wou 


, 
{ 
i 
| 
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would conduce to the: Peace and Healing 
of the Nation. | 

But, Sir, 1 fear 'twas another kind of 


Glaſs. forbad you, which would have. re: 
fletted them on you with ſo 1) a counte- 


nance,” that you could not endure the fight. 
The Sins of the Land you ſhould have 
minded them of were gainfull Sins , the 
Goods and Lands the Go ly Party had 
won by the Sword from the Wicked and 
Delinquents , and to remember , ſo as to 
loath and vomit up. theſe; . oh, it would 
break their tender hearts ſhortly. Though 
7n your other Tenets.you are, they ſay, vo- 
latile, 'yet,. as to your Politicks, you are 
conſtant to your fe z- the very ſame in 


Your Sermon as in your Common-wealth. 


And-.you are ſtill the ſame in your 
Plea for Peace: As the review of the Ca. 
lamities and Confufions of the Charch.and 
State, after ſeventeen years, could work 
in you then no change , nor nr 


OK 
to'the baniſhed King and Church of Eng; 


| land; ſo: now,” that for ſeventeen years 


more. you. have beheld the King and the 
Church reſtored, which 'was the Lord's 
doing, and even done . by. Miracle , -and 
is marvelous in our eyes; 7 7s grie- 
vous in' yours; and, by a pretended Len 
or 


for Peace, you proclaim a new War. Ne. 
' wer "did any man talk of Peace and caſt 
about), as you do, Fire-brands, Arrows, 
ard Death. - Tow Petition: \for. Peace 
is advanced to.a Plea, and that Plea 
is all Satyr. Others , you ſay, are an- 
ſwering your 'Book', 7 ſhall onely take 
notice of your Epiſtle: And you _ 
with a furious Charge againſt the Go- 
' wernment : 'Tt is near ſeventeen years 
ſince Twotthouſand Miniſters of Chriſt 
were, by Law, forbidden: the Exerciſe 
of their Office unleſs they did conform; 
which they durſt not doe; becauſe they 
feared God : 'Foreſceing what Confor- 
mity would doe. to. the deſtroying: of 
Love and _ and of men's Souls; 
weakning 'the:Land ; encouraging Po- 
pery "Fla Schiſm. Could ever 
any thing be ſaid. in ſo few words by the 
greateſt \Boautefew 7n the. world, more 
ſeditionſly, undutifully and uncharitably ? 
Did ever the world foe ſuch a Defiance 
of * the Laws by a pretended Pleader for 
Peace, of -which the. Laws are Conferva- 


% 


tours ,, as this 'Herauld denoxnces inthe 
name of hs Thouſands ? ' Miniſters of 
Chriſt! No miniſter of Anti-chriſt could 
bring ſuch' a 'railing Accuſation. againſt 
Xa Rulers. 


- 
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Of « Rulers. 'Theſe are. they'that: ſpeak "evil, 


gainſt a Diocleſian , . than 'to forbid 'the 

Miniſters of Chriſt , not conforming , the 

Exerciſe. of their Office *: . WL 

= - To make Laws which. they who feared |, 

/ J God durſt not obey.; Laws 'which tend. to 

the deſtroying Love, Concord, yea, mens 

Souls ; Laws encouraging Popery,. Here: 

fie and Schiſm; Laws weakuing, the Lan. 

Tis great pitty the Land is not governd 

by & Laws: .of your Holy Common- 

wealth. -Zhat Law of Chriſt, of Loving - 

Enemies, our moſt mercifull King doth 

but too ſtrifily obſerve ; he: loves them 

but too much : elſe ere this you had been 

called to: a' ſevere account & our »V2le 

Aſperſion of: the Laws and Y/olation of 
oct] the Majeſty of the Lawgzver.” = 

2. Tou accuſe the Magiſtrates as Per. 

ſecutours ,and - cry out" of your Parties; 

and your. own Sufferings 43 which in. your. 

Petition for Peace you. repeat. ad Ravim 

uſque.. - The .Penalries.of Forty pounds 

a Sermon ;and: long\Irmpttrfonment in 

common Gaols , and: 'driving. us Five 

miles from Corporations, - and - places 

where we lately preacht.: . The. Laws 

and 'Canons 1mpriſon''and excommuni- 

Cate 


of Dignities. What can-.youtfay worſe \| . 
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eate-us ipſo fattoif we do:but give-thd 


- Reaſons of 'oar Non- confalnniey: : 4 fond} 
Name The:Law\.(or. Ganan)\th av doby 


Noe for: onety {ping the: AY DU. 


\ Tank : 


We  cleheir Se i = 


want, Brealy and they x 4 nn 
_ Scorty»and:live on 
; therefore: zankbrboy SOA they 
| decuſed, . covetous or proud.” 'The' ay 
miſh- —_ vor- onely-ohoufe,, but von 
Poverty and Scorn , yet" you\i is. e 
| think A COUVBROMS' angpridnk 3 -f Pp 
"But ,, Giry\ Mow tis: 2x Jour ies vg 


know not , ſorry:ta-jee'you avenſe. | 
the (ns. jw fr »Difts Mr 


ſeparated "Con ORAt IONS: "Of 


and want of Charity , in 
Teachers ito'want” Breadianet l;veiin Beds 
gery. - [muſt telb: you, in-outr:evlder C 2 
mate their Ghatiny; is much mare The 
Non-conforming Miniſters ategenera 
ond fel, jeg and build, lake Far 
L profeſs,” # Flwoib not any.oue, inthe Couh" 
trey where'T live; but 15,able' in Eftatei 
and your elf bleſſed” be: 2God., have" 
Bread endughr.anzl- ro ſpare. 2q 
But ' yer gow are a Sufftres too ander 
birter Alrafation and. Perfetutions, and. 
D have 
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\ bave lain in a Gao! ay Malef; blogs: 
\ Yawted ws: wat how long aur lying 
Geo, hang far-yo wy Ts ence yt 
thee wand: as they emengi.whom 
"you lay, a Malefattor. Arun welt, 
2 -— he:told anon, :mbe: ſuffered 
br Ir fo + cop aE:thi, rand | 
fo by: af Eſtates: betedes, for 
their Obrdiexeien the Lamss : aud, Sin; |- 
Zbubt not bat; in yaur” Gaet,, , YOM + had 
thelike V ifos and C omforts with d Ar, Ct 


my. fromtheSifters, not nan 4 


: = Fi balk woſh ſe y and uncke 
Ke Confor ” 

on —_— ; p, hrgn ing 

| vealt, « antum \non with Malignity 


*_ «ud Diaboliffa, ard. with-Urging Rulers 
5 confine; impriſon, excommunicate, 


| | undoe-w. And. of the: Writings 
* of \the. oſt able for Ganforvaity., whans 
Yau: vawe, and tell us you have-read ma. 
wy. more ſack: | fitting 4» the. Scorners 
Chair yer. ſay, Mr. Towb bath faid 
more for Anabaptiftry ;- the late Zunga-. 
rien tor Palygamy : many, for Drunken- 
neſs, Stealigg and Lying.in'caſes of ne 
ceflity , than: you ever yetead, for the 
lawfulneſs of all you. hank here deſcribed. 
O Mo- 


Bod. ot wr t#. ent 
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O Modeſty! Tou ſhould have ſaid , that 
You ever yet writ againſt the lawfullneſs 
of all you have here oppoſed. Bat you 
are moſt concerned about the Countermn 
wer. [ hope you charge him not with thoſe 


' Bloudy words you blot your Paper with x 


they are your own, not his; why theit eo 
you ſo-ſuſpiciouſly bring them in with this 


-. #nvidious . Preface, But T muſt ſay, If 


ſuch as the Counterminer will fay > 7he 
C ounterminer, indeed, calls things by therr 
own names: What u ſuch, he calls Treas 


fon, Rebellion, Schiſm, Fattion, Pride, Ob» 


ftinacy; and you, of all men, may pardon 


him , who ſpeaks Truth Juſt as "ap ſpeak 


your Errors; a little imperiouſly and ins 


faltingly. Thus your ſelf eaſe your miyel, 


at you ſay ſome men do, by pouring out a 
Turret Arondiurts- and Fornful words. 
Nay, you go higher, and give threatning 
words , not to ſuſpett that ill boding one , 
This unarmed Account 1s eaſily tram- 
pled upon: By which ſome may think 


you would be preaching again in a Buff 


Coat , and with a Sword by your fide. 
Nor to mention again the Legs and Arms 
in the way; you conclude in terrible, dan- 
gerotts, menacing Language; If you will 
tiot hear, thoſe will, whom God will 

D 3 vic 
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uſe to the Healing of theſe: Churches. 
Sir, { ſhall not comment on theſe ſtrange 
words. But we have now ( as you formerly 
had) jealoufies and fears from the timing of 
your Plea for Peace, which you ſend forth 
after 17 years filence, and in the. name of © 
your Thouſands; in this critical conjunc- 
ture of affairs; that there is ſome. Deſign 
on foot more than ordinary ; and for that 
you were reſolute to put it out , notwith- 
Standing your prudent Friends perſuided 
you, filently to leave all to God, and aſſu- 
red you, it would but exaſperate : but 
perſuaded you would not be ; \ and exaſpe- 
rate you would, even by a Plea tor-Peace; 
and with your Pretious Balms you break 
our Heads ; and while you " 8f os » you 
ſmite under the fifth Rib; and you en+ 
creaſe our Doubts by your (uarrelling , 
and . ſome of you Libeling the excellent- 
ly learned Dean of St. Paul's, a ſtrong 
Pillar of the Church , whom. you once ca- 

reſſed. E601; 13) 
7 have 'done with your Epiſtle, aud, 
as T told you , will not meddle with your 
Plea, Onely 7 azk you, 1s thi a. likely 
Plea for Peace > wherein , not. content to 
urge the old Objettions , you ſtrain and 
ſet your wit and invention on the Rack, 
zo 
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to find out. new Exceptions , and torture 
every joint and member of the Liturgy ; 
and multiply little ſcruples againſt Con- 
formity -1n infinitum ; and the poor  Ca- 
lendar - cannot ſeape you. To fhew your 
Skill in Aſtronomy, you pick quarrels with 
the Almanack, which, as your Con. Nox. 
Nox. Con. brother Cheny tells you, you had 
better let alone, and referre the matter 
to a Fury of Almanack-makers. But this 
was a piece of Savoy wit , and you will 
not pardon it in a Brother : He writing 
a very meek and modeſt Anſwer to your 
Plea, with all deference to your perfor 
and worth ; you expoſe him, deride him Being ex- 
as a Coward for flying, and. not daring as 
you to chooſe the Goal : you inſult over 
him, trample upon him , and render him 
the moſt pittifull thing that ever peept a- 
broad in print : you. , in your pegulant 
Anſwer to him , you let fly alſo very bold- 
ly againſt the Government : and yet, Sir, 
be is too hard for you in divers points of 
greater difference between you,. as thoſe 
of Epiſcopacy, Re-ordination, Renunciat?- 
on of the Covenant— And you in' effett 
fly the field, and leave him the vittory> - 
and though you ſlight him, you confeſs 
you fear him. Being a Brother , though, 
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weak ," yet you ſay, bis conceſſions and co- 
ming fo' near the. Truth deth give-him 
mare advantage againſt your Party than 
the ableſt of the. Conformiſts , who will 
afſaxlt you with leſs ſucceſs thay he; they 
having a kindneſs for him, will read him; 
but uot the other, having againſt them a 
Prejudice, 

And for that reaſon, the greater men, 
who you ſay are about to confute your 
Boak:', may ſpare their labour ; there be- 
ing uo hope to-doe good on your Party , as 
You cunningly inſinuate , to prevent a Con- 
futation; and truly , for another reaſon , 
they may let it br Ae, ou having a ſins 
gular way of writing ( which your inti- 
mate - acquaintance with Schiſm hath 
taught 'you ) to divide and ſubdivide in 
ſemper diviſibilia : you are a great Cap- 
tain,.aud never march into the field but 
wird hundred; fallowing you; in.your Ho- 
lyCommon-wealth , z» your Pleas, jfr/f 
aud fecond , in your Anſwer to Dr, Stil- 
lingtleet, aud: generally, in all your 
Hooks. ( beſides: your very frequent ex. 
extftons te ether matter ) you do ſo mult. 
Ply-Oueries, Propoſitions, and Aphoriſms, 
and have ſo many little heads and minute 
fartienlars., that thoſe who write againſs 


(39) 
your Books wnefh meaſure and namber atont 
to 'trate you" ogi12/w0325 41 which" few! mill 
have the pleafute to doe;' and if they one: - 
ly make Remarks and: Avtiitraduerfions\ 
you will :ſay;;-they do but nible and cavil, 
and dare - #vt' fairly attack you by a ful 
and juſt Confitation. And Þ may add-a 
other red(0#: "The excellent Deam of 
Canterbury hath done +your "work, and 
compleatly anſwered your Plea in two pa 
ges of his Sexrrnon. Tour whole Pafeneſt 
your Plea uw ti Make then beliroe;, 
you are bound in- conſcience to preath and 
exerciſe your Office, as you! call-it, after 
your own mode, contrary't6.the Laws and 
Orders in the Church eftabliſhed.  ##fe 
there moſt clearly demonſtrates your Br- 
ror, and with it that of the: Papiſts. 

I can not think that/any: pretence of 
Conſcience warrants any man that: is 
not extraordinarily commiſſioned, as the 
Apoſtles-and firft Publiſhers of . the. Go- 
ſpel were, and can not juſtifie- that Conx- 
miſſion by Miracles, as they did, to-af- 
front the eſtabliſhed Religion: of-a:Na- 
tion (tliouplv ic be falſe ) -and-openiz»t6 
draw men off from the. Profeſſion: of m, 
in contempt of the and thy 
Law. All that:perfons of a difterear'Re- 
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ligion can:ia fuch.2 caſe: feaſonably pre- 
tend unto; \is;i to enjoy their-private. Lt: 
berty- and. Exerciſe. of their. own Con+ 
ſcience and Religion ;- for-which they 
ought tobevery thankfull, and to forbear 
the open making; of Proſelytes to'-their 
own Religivh.: (though: they be never | 
io fure they-are-in the right) -till they | 
have cither an-extraordinary- Commits 
fion from God to that purpoſe , or the 
Providence of God make way for'it, by 
the permiſſion; of the Magiſtrate. 
\ x:But. ths » yeu:call a: Slip of his. Pen; 
aud pretend! yew: have rettified it , telling 
us, *Tis'the Daty: af thoſe who are ſer 
apart to the\Office of 'the Miniſtery, 0 
preach the: Goſpel by way ot .diſcharge 
of that Office's \We have:ithe Apoſtles 
expreſs authority. and example for this , 
who 'when: they were :threatned and 
gommanded ta ſpeak no more-in Chri/t's 
name, . have: left us' their. anſwer upon 
record, We: ought to obey God rather 
than mav. ; We haye alſo the Precedent 
of" the. firſt; three hundted ;years after 
theſe: Apditles { when' the' Goſpel was 
never preathed, but contrary to the will 
15 pr 1 wg that is ,- againſt the 
Laws and Edids of the Emperors. 


Inſtead 
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. Inſtead 'of :mending. aſuppofed Slip of 
Dr. Tillotſon's Per, you have'made a foul 
Blot with your.'own : his Pofition is, No 
man, unleſs: he hath an extraordinary 
Commulſlion '\as'the Apoſtles; ought to 


preach or make Proſelytes in affront to 


- the eſtabliſhed Religion. of a Nation , 


and in contempt of the Magyſtrate, and. 
the Law prohibiting it. 

Tou affirm the contrary, That all who 
have an ordinary Call to the. Office mi- 
niſterial, ought to preach, though pro- 
hibited by. the Laws and Edifts of the 
Magiſtrate. - And the Medium' you mate 
uſe of to prove it u the example of the A- 
poſtles, who had an extraordinary Call and 
Commiſſion. 

This is your Argument ,, The Apoſtles 
( having an immediate and .extraordina- 
ry: Call and Commiſſion from Chriſt to 
preach the Goſpel ) did preach it ; not- 
withſtanding the- commands and threat- 
nings of the Magiſtrate ; therefore all 
Miniſters , - having, an ordinary Call, 
may preach , though by the Magiſtrate 


prohibited. 7hus you confirm the Doftor's 


aſſertion, pretending to confute it. Having 
no proof or :inſtance of ordinary Miniſters 


preaching contrary to the command of the 


Mas 
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Magiſtrate; you fly to theexample of extra- 
ordinar Prat the Apoltle J Je very 
cling that ht afſerts, that they may ; others, 
not called as they, may not preach againſt 
the Laws andthe Editt of the Magiſtrate. 

What you add of the Precedent of the 
firſt three hundred years after the Apo- 
les, is as impertinent as the other 'is 
weak, and nothing parallel to this caſe. 
The Emperors then were Feathens , Per- 
ſecutors of the Chriſtian Religion , made 
Laws againſt all preaching uf the Goſpel; 
yet the Miniſters preached notwithſtan- 
ding thoſe Laws and Ediits.. The King 
is now a Chriſtian , the Defender of the 
Faith , commands by his Laws the Prea- 
ching of the Goſpel, onely the Laws re- 
quire all Preachers to walk by the ſame 


Rule, and ſabmit to the ſame' Order; Tok 
refuſe to preach according to Rule and Or-. 
der in Commauniox with the Church ; but 


will preach in Diviſion from the Church, 
and in Defiance of the Laws of a Chriſts. 
an Prince and the Orders 'in the Church 
eſtabliſhed. 


Sir, 7x your-Reply 70 Dr. Stillingfkeer: 


you provoke any perſon to name that Prin- 


ciple cheriſhing Rebellion which you: 
* - Pag.21: have not renounced. '' / muſt te/]-you', 


this 
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this \Principi of the.Obligation of - Minis 
fters.ta —_— and dot p: vine Offices. af- 


! 
e 


| ter their. own mode," in ſeparated Congre- 


gations ,. againſt thei Laws of the. Chriſt+- 


ne 05, PO. 9M. 


au Magiſtrate and the Church ,. 18.4 Prin- 
ciple. cheriſhing, Rebellion, and-you have 


j not. renounced zt And, in the ſaid Reply, 


I do: charge you of dilivering- a Princi- 
ple. more than cheriſbing. Rebellion, the 
veryſame with thoſe in your Holy Com- 
mon-wealth ,... ayd your Sermon to the 
Houſe of Commons. 
But 1. pray. the learned Dattors par- 
don in thruſting my Sickle into their 
Corn , you will find them wel able to de- 
fend themſebves\ againſt your angry. aſ- 
faults ;, 4 ſhall take the boldneſs onely to 
mention two or three of your exeeeding 


| Panities, and” Extrauagances in your An- 


{wers.to the worthy-Dean of St. Paul's. 

- Tow tel him, his logical taculty runsla- 
mentably low ;- Zut, Sir, men think. yours 
runs miſerably. Jow,even to Dotage. When 
in your 'Epittle ; you . are ſo idle as to 


4 muſter up above twenty ſorts of Dit- 


putants'too hard:for you, of : which, one 
you: call the Univerfaliſt,, who will 
prove.:you an Aſs:, becauſe you are an 
Anunal. Sgre, by this Univerſaliſt, you 


- mean 
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mean Mr.iL'Eſtrange , who # a tittle tvs] t6 
free with -you in his Anſwer F0% your- Pe. ( 


tition for Peace,, which" 7 doubt not you 
have \ſeen,. though jon forget your ſelf, 
and call it haps 26 +. he is a plea, 
Gentleman, and you, being now upon th 
merry pin, might eafily prevail with hi 
for an ingenious Deſcant upon the ſevera 
Qualifications you give of your One at, 
twenty Difputants. © Another ' ſort: \ 0 
thoſe Diſputants you tell. us. are ,} fuch as 
will not reade or anſwer your full 
Defence already written , but look you 
ſhould begin a new. WO 
Here, Sir , we think you are (greatly 
out in your account ; we. believe there are 
no Di / arexny of this ſort; men are ſo fat 
from looking you ſhould _— a new, that 
they wiſh.you had never begun at all, and 
fear you will never end the world"s'Trouble 
and your own contentious Diſputing':" "and, 
Flow know you they will not or have 'not 
read your Defence ? and if they will no 
read or anſwer it , "Why are you 'angry? 
Are all men bound ' to read'your Books 
and if none will anſwer yon; you have" the 
laſt ward, and you know whom "IG 
ſes. But how thoſe who will not 'reade. nor 
anſwer you ſhould be a ſort of Diſputants 
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too] top.hard for you gaſſes. our ſhallow wnder- 
ſunding. Pray, 1 your next, reſolve. this \ 
«Ade ; and be pleaſed to tell us, which of 
if ol yaur-mavy # your fulleſt Detence,.and ther 
perhaps ſome. may, beſo kind. tp\ you as to 
reade and anſwer. its. | Another flaſh. of wit 
and piece of gayety 1 cannot but remark, 
coming. from a 'perſon- of your :Gravity', 
dl if you be, as I ſuppoſe you are," the:Com- 
\-We cannot+but appeal\to:the. Higher. 
| Powers to, have it: reviſed and 5 x0 
when.we have been qrdained y, as 
7 imotby, by the Laying on otthe-hands 
Hy of the Presbytery.3: whether the Lawn 
rel be de efſentia to the; Ceremony; and 
ar] the Hands avail" nothing without" the 


- 


af] Sleeves.on.. . .'\\,/ CEALS 
cannot. but appeal-$0 the' Highen Powers. 
It ſeems with. you there are Higher Pow- 
ers than Cxfar. ys EDT IITIVY 

. And as You e'the Objett;.:{o you 
de. the Subject matter - or Caſe -of your 
\4ppeal, which ſhould be, Whether .Timo- | 
thy. who was ordgined by the Laying on of 
the. hands of the. "os ao < "#0t 4- 
gain ordained by" the Laying ox of- the 
hands of St. Paul ; and then the Higher 
Powers 


”- 
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Powers may put-you t#-prvve your ſelves 
ordained gs was Timothy , which" wilf be 


a little-difficult; dud you Queries will b+ | 
to thew-as hurd;' Whether the hands'df| 


the br. nn \ ers" without Sleeves \ 
Whether Saint Paul Vid Lawn Sleche#? 
Whether \Ordination be'' a Ceremony? 


Whether-a Ceremony" hath 'any thing be: 
langdvg'\20 tf de eftentiq » oh 


Important Queries all theſe verily;avd 
fit Wo feviſed and judged by the' Hligh- 
er Powers,” if you knew who they were ; 

but. alas you do noty "as: you complain it 

your Serrnon to the 'Houſe'of Commons. | 

If then you "would take' my tounſel , 'refer 

it to Brother Cheny|: OE $1.1 SN 29 

One rhimig © am mighty ſorry tv fer aud 

ſay , This wiſe caſe u uſhered" in*bitha 

roſs. letifing ';* when” juft before" you uffirm 

the cafe was ſuch, That-there was no 03 

ther. thay Preibyterian Ordination” to By 

had here in the late times.” Truly, if you? 
goodwill; -\niight be "taken for the weed, | 

rhere was: no other to 'b#had. But in the 

See more /ate times my ſelf ani Yundreds more bod 
of this in. Fpz/copat:Or dination.” "But quere whether 
the Petit, #4 were valid, you having taken away their 
for Peace. 'T, awy "Sleeves and Rorchets too which 
might be de eſſentia to the Ceremony. 

| One 


(47) 
One thing more Tmaſt obſerve, and thes 
6 =_ end your Trouble ; and*tis my 098 
that 1 muſt obſerve i,. at 
w forit\3". you fe __ 
ſhoe, i you td Dr: -Sellin Nw To am pal 
21 doubt, that Richard Either Bifthop Brk 
>| ſen; and Biſhop'Z/fber , were they now 
alive, would-be Non-conforimifts. A4=d 
you. ſaid it before), as. F:remenaber.,' elfe' 
#528 Sir , 7owr being paſt doubt, pubs 
as paſt our faith in your axtions ; #0 boi 
dy ef believe:wha fay--while yo "J 
Goth at this rate. rus price Hemiſh the pen 
uy em of fach venerable Profon, I. 
twe'of them: been. the higheſt Aſ< 
ſertors of Conformity fince the'Reformats. 
our; aud have left us for it their Mona- 
ments in writing dcoinparable and unax- 
[werable;. Pray, Sir, Aow came you by 
this Plerophory : > - Have their Ghoſts - . ap- 
peartd unto you; and informed you that 
= have been convince" in another: 
/ | world thatsthey erred, in thinking there 
wghero be Church Order and Uniform i- 
a yo this > And, £7xve they told you 
| (for no body-elſe elſe could. )"' hs for; of 
7 _—_ _— rbey would'bed Thoſe ;f 
h Editiow in  Rwvy twb, or thoſe of 
/ 
4 


hs 
a 
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te Im; in Sixty two. Would they , 


when 


(.48 ) 
wher Non-conformity twas rampant., have 
riſen up againſt the King: and Chureh', 
and , with you, cryed.up.the' good Canſe; 
ani pluckt up the: perpetual CGrovernmens: 
of Chrift's Ebwrch and the. Bcclefraſtical 
Polity ravf and. brauch;\autl, 'in order tt 
a thorough Reformation$takey the Soleran 
League andiCovenant; ad, with you; 
taken up Arms-for_ the Parhament 2..\Or, 
Would they now ( having \anſmered onely 
the old Objettzons when" alive ), be\ fo 
ſtagger d:with your new'ones;that that .one'| 
* alone of the\erroneous Kalendar would by 
Baming Smard to. keep them from entring:? 
Sir, Heredftet talk. things:ckedible ; ſnob. 
Romances\besame you not." What would 
your Cenſure be,” ſhould we afferm,-we are: 
palt doubt that... Mr. Cartwright ; Tras. 
verſe and:Brown., were theynow- alive, 
would turn Corformiſts.? < yoo nl) hh 
'i.One thing;-in the Epiltle:to your Plea 
omitted, is fit-here to beremwarked; your: 
Complaint) «that you have; been called om 
to tell whatit is that. you. wonld haveiy 
as if you had. told\it andiwe well knew: 
it: But truly, Sir, *tis awery hard ue" 
ftion , which we. think, you \neither have 
nor can tell. One thing you-wonld have to. 
day, another to morrow 7. a dittle will cons 
Kd Tent 
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_ (49) 
tent - you. when. you' are under ;_ but no - 
| thing will content . you whew'. you :are ups 
permoſt. When you writ-:your Petition. 
for Peace. you. would have \Biſhop:Ulher's 
model ; aud could yield 'to Biſhops aud. 
Archbiſhops. * When, you writ your An+ 
{wer to Dr. Stillingfleet, you: would have: ... 
your Grievances, obs the' FTigher: © © 
Powers, and” would have -the: Higher: _. ;..-: 
Powers ſtrip..the_ Biſhops ef:their Lawn: 
Sleeves. We know by what:aneaſures yau; 
proceeded in Forty one: from Petitzoning| 
to: Proteſtation ; - thence. ta Couenanting,) 
29: Arming;;: to: Sequeſtring,;. tiÞ yoa hath 
ltvelled: all before.you, 'ahd overturned 
the Government. of - both :Church | and 
State. T1 am: very. unwillrug ito mention 
your paſt Attings;» but, that (you give .us: 
great cauſei to think 'you- would be atting; 
the ſame things again ;) ant do in'effett: 
tell us, What: yau would have. But, What 
You would. not have, you can better teſt 
us; No Biſhops;;; no Liturgy," mo Canons: 
for decency and order in the publick Wor- 
|| dip: no King but upon ſuch-terms ; if 
|| you be the Caſuifts who reſolved upon the 
al Profpett of the King's Reſtoration; That, Baxt. Caſe: 
in that ſtate. of things the: King could: 35. 191. 
not juſtifie the reſuming of his Govern-! 
| E ment, 


——_ 
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(50) 
ment, nor his. -ople the ſubmitting tot. 


-& But your rming Brethren beſt 
has. your _—_ Let them tell you and us; | 
nihat" you whntd bave had,' when 'you had 


Pulpit In- af... You complain of your Miſery, Bon- | 
a 1h and Slavery; of Dpprefions, Sor . 


5. rows andTroubles of the Church, that 
deed t is doubtleſs, of the Church Presbyterian, 
Mate? and no other. What doth ail you? what. 
gs who doth. opal you? 
have younot: Authority on your ſide ? 
have you not all the Church-livings- in. 
the Kingdom >\have you not: Declarati- 
bn: upon Declaration, Ordinance uport 
Ordinance, Order upon Order to back 
you? Is there the-leaft & ſhew of Opprefii- 
Gf, Sorrow. enCauſe of complaint adaic 
niſtred unto » Except» 44t:be becauſe 
you are not to'opprels, vex and; 
gall your Brethren that joyn\not. with: 


2. Can you feed upon nothing'bur; 

Rad, yeath Blow Bloud of. your. ho ren? 

ve ear thing elſey, 

(that: only probs —___ p—_— of 
Sorraw ,: Sla ppreflion; tha 

you cannot enflave =. kad into 

'- *vity. Is this to kill you-with wn | 

that you cannot kill pane Brethren witly 

the Sword 2 . 
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HIS-" 


| CHALLENGE: : 


ACCEPTED. 


HEN: God had, inmery 


and faithful 
'Y vid, delivered him Hob 
the Sword of Saxt, and ſet him upon 
| the Throne of Ifoel; the firſt li 
| cſtectned* himſelf obliged unto: in: = 
and gratitude, was, to ſet upGodbRing 
dom and fertle his traueWorſhip EG 
Com. Th nd aches yrrdo de 
4 Ki [2] he britigs: t 
4] Ark of God in a Religious Staterand - 
'Y Trinmph to Jeruſalem; which had wa 
£2 taken 
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 - 62 The Non-conformiſis Champion 
| taken by the Philiſtines ant and qe 
ne a WI aptivity, and | 
Ein in the houſes} 
* yarn, oy, and Obededom. His graci- 
ous Majeſty, our Depic, who hath been] 
pl a parallel to King "David both in his 
Perſecution, and Reſtoration, is 25, tru-. 
ly his woe in Piety and holy Zeal 
ff £8 n; 3 -y made}. 
him back! to Fe nom, to bring bak | 
the Ark of God:ta ;Fernſalem ,” to re-| 
ſtore the holy DEI, Worſhip, and 
Govefnmant-6t 'qur Thar ich had 
Re bs elf f bees Ts bilied? and , 
having in the Þappy; Examples of his 
moſt Royal and Religious Predeceſlors 
a how tucdeding ly. this Church 
hath ortſhed-i1ndes. the Eſtabliſhed Or-J 
der; forrmany years, how eminently herſ 


Church rejoicedtobehold henoxdes and. 
ſtedfiftnels towards Chriſt, The Doh 
ters.all, calling her. bleſſed ; 3 as alſo, Godin rg 
y.: fad experience that in ;theſe. time 
of Tag and-Confuſion ( of which 
Job 3. 6. WR,may, truly wiſh:with Job, That theyj, . 
| eps blotted out F Whoves, and might no 


C0 


Coloſ. 2.5. 


ſhed. 
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"bis\Challenge atcepted.* ©." 
| come" into:the' number of years) the 
1 plucking up'' of the eſtabliſhed Order 
- | hath been+'the loſs at onee' of Trath 
and 'Peace /in the':;Church, | and! tlie 
.. | cauſe 'of all.-the bitter Diſſentions and 
lamentable Diviſions wherewith it hath 
been ' wounded. and -dilacerated ,: and 
which never''could be -cured-or: cloſed 
| by any'the: Balms::and: healing Medi 
* Cins apphed by Presbyterians; Codupnds 
* dents; * or ay. other : who pretended 
to' be 'our Phyficians:3! this, I ſay, his 
Majeſty in” his Princely , and Pious 
Witfedotm obſerving , chath reſtoredito 
.'1 God's 'glory "and: his. own. great-ho- 
' nour that /Religion' which had before 
4 this me ov and long road 


gs. But there is nothing can bet n 
well: deviſed, ſo warily*compoſed;, {o 
innocenitly eftabliſhed- -as"to "fatisfie\ all 
| Judgments'; and anticipate. all: Objedi- 
_'ONs. Thar Manna wherewith God:hwm- 
4 lf nn poop lc fromHeaven, that\An- 
ks | Ne fort, foortloathed-and: deſpiſed. 
of As it was\at:King Fames his: coming to 
*s dhe rg ſo athis:preſent: Majeſtie's, 
"1 there a6 Diſeteny antd-Coctplainere, 
ol "raps with great' and. loud :Importhnt- 


E 3 _ties, 
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T he. Nonrconformiſts C hampion 


ties, vehement Accuſations, anda migh- 


ty ſpecious Zeal, cry out againſt thepub- 
Keke Worlhip and Oider +6 bereſtored : 
His Majeſty, imitating in: the ike caſe 
the example of that our' Etigliſh Solo» 
rex, was pleaſed to give Commiſſion } 
for: a Conferenbe /or Treaty between 
ſome ſcle& perfonsiof the Epiſcopal and 
Predbyterian Judgment; to confider of 
the: Fotm--of | publick Worlbip, the 
Common: Prdyers:of this Church ;- and, 
if bccalion be; to make ſuch reaſonable 
Alterations , "Corrections and Amend- 
ments thereih ;;ias ſhould be jointly a- 
greed upon to be ricedfull and-cxpedi- 
ent; and doubtleſs for the ſame reafon 
with that of King James - Not but that 
any thing in the Common Prayer contas- 
ned night well have betr born with 
by ther who world have taile 4 reaſo- 
wable conſtruction of things. Bit for that 


12 4. matter concerning the Service of Gotl 
. we were: #icu-pr rather: jealons that the 


Che Ts birt from Yo wy 
01 | "DEN ſ: . 16 
# 2tither the common Adverſery' eg 
containied to other. fenſe thats the: Chenth 
of England nvtmaleth ,- wer dy. travble- 
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hrs Challenge accepted 
or. ignorant perſon of this Churth 


he table to take the leaſt occuſion againſt as. 


The Treaty wanting that Iflue his Ma> 
jeſty and all good men defired, and 'no 
Accommodation thereby | effeted, it: is 

uired .and diverſly cenſured - where 


the blame les. 


3. The Presbyterians charge the Epi- 


_ fcopal Commiſſioners to be wholly: in 


the fault; and ſay, They have peti- 
tioned | the Biſhops , - propoſed their 
Alterations-; made their ObjeCtions a- 
gainſt the Liturgy , replied upon the 
Biſhops Anſwers; finally, have cleared 
themſelves:, and given account to his 
Majeſty of the whole Tranſaction. But 
the Biſhops have anſwered nothing to 
their Petition, have not conſidered 
their Alterations , have ſaid little to 
their Objedions , and granted as little 
by way of Conceſſion: Therefore they 
profeſs , the Diſappointment - hath not 
been. on their part , and that they have 
quiet in their minds, having diſcharged 
their duty, and been Seekers and Fol- 
lowers of Peace. But for all this fair 
flouriſh, it will. appear to: any Judg- 
ment that is not foreſtalled, that 'tis-on 
the ſcore of the Pray and- _ 

4 he 
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&s The Non-conformiſts Champion 


the fault of their undue managing there- | 
of, that the Treaty hath” proved inef- * 


fectual ; and 'this' I ſhall- manifeſt by, 


Grſt , anſwering their pretenfions,' and : 


then conſidering their Pet:tios. 
-:2T,/ That the Biſhops: anſwered: not 


their Petition, it was for good cauſes; : 
what they ask was not in the. power of 
the: Biſhops to grant, the matter was. 


unreaſonable,” the ' motives weak: and 
not worthy an Anſwer, being in num 


ber many, but light in weight (as 


when they come to' be examined will 


appear ) and. however directed to the | 


Biſhops, the Peritzor was intended to 
gratifie:the people of their own party , 
the deſign'of it being popular,/ and the 


aim of it apparent to. keep: up: their Ins | 


eerelt, *83931 þ 
- 2, "That they anſwer nothing to their 


new Form” ( which they call their 4lte- | 
#ations ) 'a perfe&t: Abolition. of the | 
Churches Form, was not. their: fault, - 
bur their favour. They: were obliged ? 


to the Biſhops for their | ſilence who 


might juſtly have convented. them in- / 
ſtead of anfwering them z5* the very 
publiſhing of that Form'being; a high 


Attempt. againft-the'Laws and-a plain 


Violati- 
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©. ..his Challenge accepted; 


| Violation. of his Majeſtie's' Dire&tions 
| in his Commiſhon. 


- 3+: That they ſay little to their Ob- 


| jedtions i is, for that many'of them had 
I little in them, were trivial and: ſtrami- 
neous, 'and lttle or nothing have they 


{| faid in their Objections , but- what. had 


been ſaid before by Cartwright and o- 
thers; : and-by Archbiſhop, Whztgift and 
Mr. Hooker abundantly nfhvted, 

- 4- 'That they granted little -by way 
of Conceſſion, they had great Reaſon, 
_ great Precedents : Great Reaſon ; z 


OY The Gomipiters of the Common 
Prayer Book: were holy, able, zealous 
and: orthodox:Perſons; and fach an Al- 


F teration as they defired (as I faid in 


effet an Abolition, had been to queſti- 


.on their Piety: and Ability, and-to; caſt 
{| Dirt in the Faces 6f thoſe venerable: F a- 
thers, Confeſſors and Martyrs. | 


2; The: Common Prayer Book was 


| reviſed, approved-and confirmed: by di- 
| vers:Adts of Parliament and Proclamati- 
4 ons,:in ſeveral Princes Reigns; to alter 
7 it-after their: Model ; had: been; alſo to 
4 -caſt Dirt jn the;Face of Supream Autho-, 


rity; andto queſtion the Wiſedgm and 
G Piety 


$8 


Form eſtabliſhed. 


. un Y 99% wh Agee + 
w « 


The\Non-conformiſts Champion | 
Piety - of i the'- wiſeſt arid moſt. mou / 


Kings and Parliaments. 


-- 3. It would have opened a gap to 
the Papiſts,; who cry out IT" us for 
Novelty and Inconſtancy. 

4. It was his Majeſtie's Order, That 
there ſhould be as little Alteration - as 
might be ,. for that the people were ac» 
quainted with and accuſtomed to the 


2. They had great Precedents : for, 
I. In Queen Ekzabeth'stime; it being re- 
viſed, very few alterations or additions 
were made: and, 2, In King James his 
time alſo, who judged the Form fo com- 
pleat, :that he would have ſome ſimall 
things rather explained 'than changed: 


nay more, admoniſheth all men, That] 


hereafter they (hall. not expe: nor- at- 
tempt any farther Alteration. 
5. For that the 'Bifhops - have ſaid 


little, and-rhe Presbyterians much, it] 


makes:nothing for 'the'one- nor a ive 
the other 3: they are-notrhe fall 
ſels that-make the-greateſt ſound; .: 
not the beſt. cauſe that: is-moſt ©l: 
ys 3; the Biſhops cauſe was not- 
own tnore than the-King's, the: Patlia> 
ments, and. the Churches) having bees 
by 


«vn bis. Challenge accepted... 59 
wH- by:Law eſtabliſhed:and continued ( ex- 
- ceptin the; :Papiſh and Presbyterian 


| needleſs to gave themſelves 
World the trouble of any; tedious De- 


Pexſecutions:): ever: ſince the Reforma- 
t 


fence. -But-the Presbyterians, pleading 
againſt the Laws and eſtabliſhed Order, 
thought it neceſlary.to beſtit themſelves 


| and-to make long; : Apologies. for ſo 


high-an Attempt :i Therefore they have 
eft no Stone unturned; have; ſent Pa» 

perafter Paper and poſted them 

all-parts of the Nation, to keep up their 

Intereſt in the Party, andthe Party's 

prejudice againſt the Churthes Liturgy. 

I ſappoſe, it is hereby plain to all indif- 


ferent Judges, 'that the Blame is not on 


the Biſhops, but-the Presbyterians, that 
the Treaty had 'not.its deſired: ſucceſs, 
And-to manifeſt/it farthef, fince: they 


| juſtifie - themſelves, and: waſh: their 


hands, and:;cry', We are itmocent : 


They muſt be told, 1. : Fhat:they have 
ij not duly prepared for an Adcoinmoda- 
| tion before the Treaty: 2. They have 


not demeaned themſclves candidly and 
mgemouſly io the Treaty.: 2908 2, 


an 


F; 


F Go The Non-conformiſts Champion | 
| an Accommodation before the Treaty... 
There- is: no hope of a fair Apreetierit” 


between two diſſenting Parties, ſo-long 
as on the one part there- remain cauſes 


of Jealouſte which will not be removed; 


Now - fince the Prebyteriaris' do lietutt-: 
der the! Scandal of holding divers Te: 
nets in reference to his Majeſty, Epiſco- 
pacy, andthe Liturgy; ro which if they 
{til} adhere, they. render themſelves un- 
capable of a Treaty z it highly concerti 
them to purge themfelves,'by a full and 
free Declaration of their: Judgments in 
thoſe © particulars which have an immes 
diate influence upon the Treaty. + 
7. Since the Presbyterians both: from 
the Pulpit and the Preſs have taught 
That it-1s lawfull to-refiſt Kings;' and 
have ſtirred up the: People to.arm- a+ 
gainſt. their: lawfull :Sbvereign/ upon 
pretence'of Reformation in Religion; 


herein;joyning with the. Feſuits That: 


Heretical Kings may be-refifted andide- 
_ poſed; -as:many of: their: Books and Ser- 


mons- declate::- For the-undeceiving: of | 


the People, . and clearing'themſelves"of 
the guilt.of that-antichriſtian and impi- 
ous Tenet, they were! bound in:duty 
and 'con{gience to havepiiblickly _ 
. vowe 
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Fn at ; Challenge can: &.-. H 
| vowed that Doarine, and to have pub- 


liſhed to the World;. that they bold the' 
Do&rine - of our Church , \ That, Kings Rom.13.1. 
are;Sgcred;3 above. all coercive — $a ; 1 Pet.2.17- 
That they are,Supreme ; - the H yp 


Powers: onely -puniſhable by 


and not; ou any: pretence of Liberty, 
"OPIPs Law; ;or: Religiori, he-1 1t 'ne- 
ver ſo. ſpecious, nay, ur it'never' ſo real, 
to be "ef ſted or:oppoſe 

,  24,..Foxr that, or wg acoKe and pub- 
lickly teach, [the Civil Magiſtrate not 
to, be Superior tq the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
VETNARS.; They - were obliged t0 _ 4 Divine 
publick;ſachnowledgintnt of. the 'Kang's 's Right « G 


Sepremacy is cauſes, and over. all oe med 
Jans;Book al4; m ſhort, #2 ws 0 
0 Wy the Qatb:of Supremacy. _ 


enial- of which is.'a ſecond Opinion 
wherein ſome of them ſymbobre: with 
the Papilts.'. |; 35 1:1 | 
3siFor that; they. have.i in their- Wii 


tings ©-publickly. oppoſed the Epiſco- 


pal Government, covenanted agatiilt it, 
taken it away-z and-in the place there- 
of ſer; up avother-Government'z [they . 
ſhould ;cxpreſly. have owned: the Epi- 
ſcopal Government-now reſtored ,: and 
hay promiſed to be obedient unto-1t. 

4: For 


z 62 The Non-conformifls Champion 
| 4. For''that-they'' had-caſt 'ouan | n 
laid aſide all-ſer forms'of publick' Pray= 1] ſe 
= er, Ordination, -aud other Adminiftrati- | bi 
L ons, / (their DireFory being a very" cy- 
$ pher, neither uſed by themſelves, / w_ | 
1mpoſed/upon any other, } every Mini- 
ſter being lef to his own diGates itt: 
publick holy Offices,' they ſhould pre-' 
viouſly: have:declared/ their: Judgments; : 
that'a ſet form of publick Prayer is in & 
very. Church neceflary,'to which all in 
that Church ſhould beobliged. © 
5. 'For''that theit* Party havectaker: / 
away the Form of Prayer by Liw ap- 
pointed, and forbidden all Miniſters un- © 
der pyeat penalty to uſe 1t ; they ſhould | 
have dechired, that the ſubſtance of it | 
Was a to , God%:Ward', ' onely. | 
they jaded it needed forte” Altetation, 
and-'that''if his Majeſty with the *Bi- | 


- Theſe things were' neceſlary / ſhould * 
have been precedarieous to the Treaty; 
and would much have conduced to an 
happy Accommodation : Such an inge- 

/  nuous 
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nuous Confeſſion and Retra&ation be- 
| ſeemed 'thtm , and would have melted 
| bis” Maj and the Bifhops:; ' and all 
| god Chriſtians would have wept with 
(them, and-rejoyced for them, 'and em- 
braced them: with the fame: Aﬀedtion 
that Joſeph did his repenting Brethren'z 
| and indeed it was 'a wonderfall abalies 
| icention in his Majeſty-to- appoint the 
Biſhops, and a'high "Obedjence in the 
| Bifhops to his: Majeſty to: treat at all 
| with them withour- and before ſuch a 
4 Confefſion.. ' Surely till they do-retratt 
] thoſe not onely/ erroneous, but ſome'of 
ſthem prodigious and moſt 'dangerous 
Jand unchriftian Opinions; "they in vany 
| go about toi/perſuade:'the World that 
they cannot ſubmit to our Liturgy —_ 
on the Pririciptes of Conſtience. Tis 
not Conſcience that ſwallows Camels, 
and ſtreinsat Gnats;* 'tis'not Conſcience 
J chit 'ſees/Mores;/ and winks at Beams:: 
tis not Conſcience that 'negleas the 
j weighty things: of the Law, .and tithes: 
{ Mint and' Cummin. ' Certainly they 
J muſt have'abundance of- Charity that 
| can believe” be their words never-(o. 
ſmooth } that theſe men have no Mo-: 
tive but Conſcience 'tos oppoſe our: 
Church 


_ c — 


(ow 4 


L434 


+ Wh CPD. | © bel | bed 


n= w. + © $6 


r © Eq $7", , : i ” Z] ly 7'V "ig l wh. ox Le? 'Þ L ih? as ) , EE Aft}, 
ad . - " {\ | Xe ! 5; OM P - 

. "a | \" 
» Its pe accepted. 


63 


62 The Non-conformiſts:Champion 

| Church Ceremonies, do ont of Conſci- 
ence: ſcruple at a-Surplice, a Geſture, a: 
Set 'form,.a Ward obſplete:or Improper; 
whoſe Conſcience could ſwallow, Sedi+|- 
tion ,. Rebellion, . could--take-War: a; 
gainſt their Sovereign: King, could.:o4 
verturn-all Order both;civil and ſacred; 
and- fill: the: Church - and: State with 
Bloud and-Confufton..: / -;-/ £132 
One thing more'-which:: evidenceg} 
their Inſincerity as to an amicable Treas 
' ty, as if-they Trefolved! it- ſhould take 
no cffe@, and feared-left;Duty , Piety.)I 
Conſcience:'and Reaſon:ſhould work: 
upon their Brethren: ta::ſubmit to- the; 
Form of Worſhip now likely, to be re: 
ſtored 3. they ſent to all.of: gheir. Judg+ 
ments in the Nation, to ſend up whay 
' Objections: they could make-2gainſt the; 
Common-prayetr, and adviſed them to! 
hold off, and not ta conform by any: 
means, for-their ſtahding;.out was the 
onely way: to:obtain them; own terns 
and liberty, their numbers being ſocon+s 
ſiderable, that, in caſe of their deprivas 
tion, there were not Conformable Mis 
niſters enopgh-to ſupply Their places-z 
and ſo the King and the Church muſt 
be forced  ta--indulge and continue 
: | them, 
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.. bis Challenge accepted, 
them: Surely this was nat conſtienci- 
ous, and diſcbvered their -Deſign,:to 


—_ a-Diviſion and keep up a Par- 


: Though herein their Politicks fai- 
kd them 3 the' Biſhops ſented the De- 


4 fign, and provided for the: Churches a« 


gainſt the Vacancy. 
2. They have not Jenitied them- 


ſelves candidly: and fairly in_the Trea- 


tyz which themſelves 1n their two Pa- 


I pers.. (the: Petition for Peace, and + the 


Grand.Debate',). do make appear to all 


77 who are impartial and unprejudicate : 
| Their prbliking « them being directly 


againſt his Majeſtie's Commiſſion which 


1 is, Our Will and Pleaſare is ,' that where 
Sf you, with the ſaid Archbiſhops, &c. ſhall 


have drawn your Conſultations to any 


oof Reſolution , that you forthwith certifie 
| | ard preſent to #5 in writing: under your 
j ſeveral hands. the matters and things 
| whereupon you ſhall ſo determine. 


I. His Majeſtie's Will and Pleaſure 


is, that what is. done by virtge of this 


Commiſſion, .ſhould be "done jointly , 
by the Commiſſioners on 'both ſides 5 
but the Presbyterian Commiſſoners ſer 
forth:their Papers by themſelves, with- 
Out thole of the Epiſcopal. 

| F 2, That 
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2. Thatithey ſhould: certifie them in 


_ * writing to his Majeſty: "They wave his 


' Majeſty, and ſcatter their Papers abroad 


in Print among the People. - 

3. That they ſhould prefent them 
under their ſeveral hands 3 here are no 
hands, no names, but the general one 
of Commiſhoners. 


4. That; they ſhould certifie when . 


their Conſultations were drawn to any 


Reſolution, and preſent the Matters 


' Whereupon;they ſhould' determine. 


They, Abimaaz like, ' ran without | 


their Errand, and preſume to. certifie 
( us the people, not Us the King ) be- 
fore any Refolntion, without any De- 
termination: Whether this be agreeable 
to the King's Commiſhon, and confor- 


mable to his Order and Appointment; 


ket the World .judge , let themfclves 
judge. Nay, whether it was not to ap» 
peal from his Majeſty to thofe of their 
own Party. 

But to cloſe with their Papers : and; 
firſt, I ſhall conſider the ObjeQions they 
make againſt the Common Prayers in 
general 1n their Grand: Debate. 

1. They ſay, They look upon the 
Common-prayer-book as an _— 

| an 
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atd worthy Work for-that time , and 
after they contradict therafelvey, andre- 


| - oall theif Charity, arid ſtifle that Trunh 


which brake from theft; and fay, As 
to our Gonſtiences , if we thought not 
the Cormon-pray er-book to be - guil- 
ty—And again, We take it to be a de- 
feftive, diſdtderly, inconvenient mode: 
What, excelent and worthy , and-yet 
guilty and diſorderly, defe&tive, incom- 
venient,——. How are theſe confiltent ? 
Yes, for that time” expetfent and\wor= 
thy : but at this tine og oe defedive, 
—— But pray what's difference be- 
tween that time arid -this? muſt we 
change our Rehyiott: with the times ? 
we have the ſame Dofrine, the fame 
$zcraments; the ſame Government 5 and 
why ſhould not we have'the ſame Wor- 
ſhip? muſt we have & tetnporizing wor- 
ſhip? muſt our Devotions as our Gar- 
ments be changed after the new Faſhi- 
ohs or Modes of tinjes ? what Guile 
hath our Litnrgy contracted by. time ? 
© thar the rimes and'men were fach 
how for Zeal and Pity as when-the 
Cotthort Prayers Werc' compoſed.” '” 7 - 
2 'Fhey mule 5 agataſt the 
whole as welt as the parts: and, is this 
F 2 fair, 
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_ fair; to obje@ againſt the whole of that, 
ſome parts whereof they were onely to 
ame > Their Commiſion was, That, 
if occaſion be , they ſhould make ſuch rea- 
ſonable and neceſſary Alterations, Correc- 
tions and Amendments therein as ſhall be 
agreed upon to be needfull and expedient, 
—with an expreſs Advice' to avoid, as 
mmch as may be, all unneceſſary Abbrevia- 
tions of the Forms and Liturgy, where- 
with the People are altogether acquainted, 
and have ſo long. been. received in the 
Church of England : where his Majeſty 
would have onely ſome parts amended 
and corrected, if ineed be.,, and all un- 
neceſſary Abbreviations of the Form a- 
voided, they; fly at the whole z- their 
uſual way of Reformation being Root 
and Branch. For, | _—_ 

3. Inſtead of the old Book amended 
they offer us a new Model ,- not a Syl- 
lable 'of the old-in itz not one of the 
Churches Prayers js judged wortby. to 
be joined with theirs : Theſe wiſe Ma- 
ſter-builders can' with leſs trouble and 
charge pull down the Houſe and build 
a new one, than repair the old; as if it 
had not one Room convenient, all muſt 
down to the ground, andnot ſo much 

as 
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as one ſtone in the old Building muft 
be uſed in the new.. 

-  4- They complain of the Length of 
the. Common-prayer-book, and make 
theirs in the ordinary:Offices much lon- 
ger, but for this they have a Satoo, 
Thatit may be left tothe diſcretion of 
the Mmiſter to omit it as occaſion ſhall 
require. #87 Con 

Behold their Liturgy , with a Liber- 
ty , that he who will uſe it may, and 
he that will. not may: chooſe. 

5. They would have it left to the 
Miniſters choice to-uſe their new Form 
or the old, which is as much as toſay, 
All of their Judgment ſhall be free from 


| uſing the: Common-prayerz for' you 
will | eaſily believe: they will like this 


new DireQory better 3 and then, what 
need this Treaty ? and yet, give them 
their due, they have no great fancy to 
their own Form : for, 


--* 6, They: will have a farther Liberty. 
"They defire there may be no ſuch Impo- 


ſition of the Liturgy, as the Exerciſe of 
the Gift of Prayer be totally excluded 
in any part of God's Worſhip : So then, 
a Set Prayer there ſhall be 1n every 
part of God's Worſhip, and in every 

pF 3 part 


To The Non-conformiſts Champion 
part the Miniſter may exercile his Gifts 
and ſhew his Parts , and ſtrive to' out- 

this Set Prayer z and fo the Prayer 
alt be deſpiſed; and his Gifts extolled. 

' Is the Church a place, the Worſhip of | 
God a feaſon ta exerciſe ſuch Gifts in ? 
Our Graces indeed: ſhould be there ex- 
erciſed , which are beſt done in a Set- 
form, Gift of Prayer there 1s none fpi- 
ritual: That which is cried up to be | 
ſuch is nothing 'but an acquired Art 

or Habit of Tready/ſpeech , and tends 
morxe' to Oftentation than Edification. 
Zach. 12, The'Spirit of: Prayer the Prophet tels 
v. 1 ys whatitis, A Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication, looking on Chriſt by Faith 
and Love, whom'by Sin and Unbelicf 
we have pierced 3: and by a deep Re- | 
pentance mourning for our Sins; and 
beſeeching God's Grace to be dehyered 
_ from them by Chriſ#s moſt meritorious 
Sufferings. We may pray without the 
Spirit. when we exerciſe. the' Gift of Þ\. 
Prayer; we may pray with the Spirit 
when we uſe aFormot Prayer. Sure the 
Spirit doth not-ever withdraw or deny 
the Afiſtence of his Grace to our De- 
votion when we pray the Lord's Pray- 


Er. The Spirit of Prayer requires. not 
: new 


my 
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new words, but-new affeQions.. Should 
I make it my-End, or any part of it}, 
when I pray in publick, to exerciſe my 
Gifts, I ſhould juſtly fear to be judged 
of God, and Men (if they knew it} 
an abominable Hypocrite and Phariſee. 
-., 7. They _ The whole Body of 
the Common Prayer confiſts very much 
of many Generals, as, to have our Pray- 
ers heard z to: be kept: from all Evil, 
from all Enemics and Adverfities ; that 
we may doe; God's Will; without any 
mention of the Particulars wherein theſe 
Generals do confilt., 5 

Anſ; 1, They make that' an ObjeQt- 
on which is a Propricty and Excellen- 
cy. The Common Prayers of the Church 
ſhould be for common and:general Mer- 
ciesof which the whole Church ſtands 
in need. four ie 

2. Danief's Prayer for the Church ta 
the Babylonian Captivity doth conft{t 
not very much, but altogether of meer 
_ 'Generals, without any'mention of Par- 
ticulars , and: yet it. was gracioutly 
heard : and; do they not hereby accuſe 
our Lord. himſelf 2: is not his Prayer 
made up of meer Generals? Sure ſo 


many grave Divines ſhould not make 
F 4 their 
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their Objefions by Number , but by 
Weight, "and due'and ſober Conkidera- 
tion. * © 

How linle they coriſidered this will 


farther appear /in that, 


13: Theyconfels theit Objetion tobe 
untrue, when they tell us that the Lita- 
Ny 1s for 'Grace, Peace, Rain, Fair-wea> 
ther, &*c.-and indeed I may challenge 
our- Brethren: to: ſhew' any Particulars 
needfull for the'Churchi to petition at 
the hands of God in her. _—_ Wor- 
ſbip omitted tithe Litany:.. . 

0. They _ © That all obſolete 
_ may be altered. 

may may be Do done; for 


Fig: Y. no: obſolete | words.are in the 


Liturgy :' but doth-not God; do not we 


underſtand old and plain words? muſt 


we coin new ones to pleaſe him and 


our ſelves#: maſt we: be rhetorical , 
quaint: and eurious; complement God 
4n our Prayers ?:: Let ys take;unto us 


thoſe words: [the Charch7 hath from 


God's Wprd-put:into ourmouths, and ' 


join with 'theto' our Hearts; and Jet us 

not doubt but God will: hear us gract- 
ouſly. Y 

9. It troubles them, That he publick 

| Wor- 
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| | the Adminiſtration of the publick Wor- 


-- his Challenge accepted. T3 
Worſhip of God way not be admini- | 
ſtred: by any. that dares not wear a Sur- 

plite. ::;/f £256 4 I 

: - Anſ. Who are thoſe tender ones that 

dare not? What a frightfull Bugg' is a 
Surplice ,- that you dare not wear it -in 


ſhip.? Nay, -you dare refuſe to-admini- 
ſer in God's:publick Worſhip , rather 
thani wear a.Surplice. Your. Maſter Be- 
24 was not for timerous or dainty, 244i 
wadetur Eccleſpas minime deſerendas prop- 
ter Pileum,. aut Veftes, aut aliquid aliud 
bujnſmodi vere medium aut indifferens : 
To me it ſeemeth that we ought not to 
forſake the Churches for Caps, or Veſt- 
-ments, or 'any'other ſuch like thing of 
-ai\nature mixt and indifferent. Mr. Mow- 
| /iz was not ſo tender; could ( as he 
profeſſed) willingly wear a Fool's-coat 
and Cap , ſo he might freely and pub- 
lickly. adminiſter /God's true and holy 
Worſhip. Are.not different:and decent 
Veſtures by God himſelf appointed to 
his Prieſts: intheir publick ' and holy 
[Miniſtrations?- and, : why-may not the 
-Governors of the. Church command un- 
der the Goſpel the like decent and dif- 
.tin&t Habits to Miniſters which God 

| com- 
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Hooker. 


. have their ſuitable ornaments enjoyned, 


Expoſe a few of them is-enough |: and 
.he may- judge ' of the reft by their AF 


commanded under the Law? fo as+no | 
Religion or SanRity be placed in them, 
as we declare there is not 3 but they 
are onely enjoined for Comelineſs and | 
Gravity , ſuitable to ſuch Solemnities: 
Solemn AGions of Royalty and Juſtice 


and they are unto them a Beauty, and be- 
get from the People a Veneration; Are 
they onely a Stain in Religion £ 'Thele 
general QbjeQions againſt the Common 
Prayers1n rk Grand Debate I thought 
good to confider , together with their 
Reaſons'in their Petit5or of Peace, that 
they may ſee we do not {hight nor fear 
any of their Forces, but dare encour- 


thoſe which are old : 
ſo weak and inconfiderable that. .they 
deſerve not a. fober Animadverfiory 
and therefore I fhall not give the Rea- 
der the 'tronble of a Confutation. :Fo 


lize i; 1625 
7. They deſire, the word Miniſter, 
which 


... bis Challenge accepted. 
no | -which/is uſed. jn the Abſolutian and di- 
vers Pther places, may be uſed through- 
_ out, andinot Prieſt and Curate, 
© - 2+ The Confeſtion ( they tell us ) 
is very defeftive; not clearly expreſſing 


ce} Original Sin, nor ſufficiently-enumera- 
41 tivg Actual Sins with their Aggravati- 
| on; but conſiſting onely of Generals z 
rel whereas Confeflion, being the Exerciſe 
le} of Repentance, ought to be more par- 
Ay ' tieular ; This is already anſwered. 
ity 3, The often repeating the Lord's 
rf Prayer, and the Gloria Patri comes 
at + wage thoſe vain Repeti- 
ar tions our Saviour condemns; a vain 
= Objetion—and may be as well madea- 
&=i gainſt David, Pal. 136. and againſt ma- 
ef ny-other his Pſalos, as alſo againſt Mo- 


C.) 


ſes, Solomon, and ur Saviour himſelf. 
4 They would have that Petition 
in the Litany, Good Lord deliver ws 
from ſudden Death, to be altered: thus, 
/ Good Lord deliver ws from dying ſud- 
denly and unpreparedly. | 
$5. They would ho that Prayer, 
That it may pleaſe God to preſerve all that 
travel by Land or by Water, to be chan- 
ged, and exprefled indefinitely, af that 


travel, 
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6. They expreſs their diſlike” of 
Kneeling at the Reading of the Cons 
mandments ; did they never break any 
of them?/ and, is there not-a Prayer 
ſubſequent'to each of them ? Lord hive 
mercy upon us. | ' SUES 

7: They are offended at that Expreſ- 
ſion 1n the firſt Prayer before Baptiſm, 
That God,” by his Son'our Saviour's bets 
baptized in the River Jordan, hath ſancs 
tified that and all other: waters ; to'the 
myſtical waſhing away of Sin, To fati(- 
_ fie this nice Scruple, : 'tis changed, 


and the word a/ left -out. I ſhall: no. 
further purſue theſe trifles , profefing 


my great grief and aftoniſhment , that 
perſons pretending to ſo great Gravity 
can poſſibly be guilty of ſuch Lightneſ- 
ſes. "Twas a piece of pride and weak- 
neſs in Calvir to charge our Liturgy as 
containing in it Folerabiles Ineptias. 
Theſe: and ſuch like light and-- trivial 
exceptions of our Brethren will 'to-any 
ſober Judgment appear - Ineptie Irtole- 
rabiles, Leaving their Grand Debate , 


which. I think, in the Prophets and A- 


poltles ſenſe, may without uncharitable- 
neſs be affixed not” onely as the Title , 
but is much the Subjet and Deſign 


to 
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too of. theixg, Paper. I goe: on: to 
the Conſideration of their Petition for 


Peace. 


Sweet is the name of Peace, and now, 
if ever, Sweet is the Peace of the State, 
after ſo long Civil War, and the Peace 
of the Church, after ſo long Divifion 
and Perſecution. Peace is a Bleſling of 
Bleſlings, not a ſingle, but a complicated 
Blefling. 'Tis Peace that puts us into,and 
keeps us in Poſſeſſion of all we enjoy. 
Saint | Pax! tels us of a Bond of Peace. 
Peace. is the Bond of our Liberties, 
Properties, Eſtates and Lives ,. and of 
that - which ſhould be to us | dearer 
than all theſe, our Religion. ,'Tis this 
Religious Peace for which they pett- 
tion. 

' O that they had hearkned to the Pe- 
titions of others before : But then they 
prepared for. War, .and ſounded the 


Trumpet to Battel:: ; Then to:talk of 


Peace and Accommodation was the 
mark of a Malignant : Then Curſe ye 
Meros, was the Text: And, O take 
heed of Treaties: ; Well 'tis bappy if at 
laſt Thoughts of Peace may be-entertai- 
ned, - But, my Brethren, why petition 
you for Peace ? is it-not Peace? if not, 

where 
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where | is the blame? who' are' thoſe 


which hinder. Peace? Then is it Peave” | 


in the Church, when the Magiſtrate 1s 
at Peace with the Church and a Defer- 
der of the Faith; when Miniſters are 


at Peace with themelves and join regt- 


larly in their holy Mimſtrations, when 
Miniſters and their People are at Peace; 
the one teaching, and the other embra- 
cing found Dofrine ; when Magiſttutes; 
Miniſters and People do publickly, 6+ 
penly, freely, uniformly profeſs and 
hold the-true Chriſtian Religion-, do 
join and unite in the publick Worfhip 
of God, ſerving him with one mind 
and with one mouth , having the fame 
Dorine, the fame Worſhip, the ſame 
Government. ; 


Now confider who they are which | 


hinder. this Peace. You need not pett- 
tion the Biſhops; *tis' 1n your -owti 
power 'to- grant your- own Petitfon 3 
and truly a Petition for Peace though it 
have a pleafing Sound, yet carries a fad 
Suppoſttion; it ies 1, Thit you 
are notiin Peace with the: Church arid; 
2- it implicitly accaſes his Majeſty of 
Perſecution. Bur to come to the' matter 
of your Petition, two things you pray : / 
I. That 
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7, That the Biſhops will grant what 


' you have in your Preface propoſed, and 


craved their Conſent unto, the Alterati- 


ons and Additions to the Liturgy now 


tendred unto them, that being inſerted 


| as you have expreſſed, It may be left to 


the Mmiſters choice to uſe one or other 
at his diſcretion , upon his Majeſtie's 
Approbation, according to his gracious 
Declaration concerning Ecclefiaſtical 
Afairs. 

Here they defire, That it may be 
left to the Miniſters choice to ufe one or 


other, the new or the old Form, and 


tis not hard to judge which will be 
choſen ; the old by all who are Epiſco- 


pal, the new by all the Presbyterians: 


So ſhall we have Altar againſt Altar 5 


Common-prayer- book againſt Com- 


mon-prayer- book , confuſion in all Pa- 


. riſhes and Diviſion; thofe who are for 


the old, if the new be read, will leave 
their Miniſter , and go where the old is 
read; and the like will they doe who 
for the new : So ſhall there be end- 

lets Conteſtations between Miniſters 
and"Minitters, People and People ; one 
pleading for the old Form, and explo- 
ding the new ; the . other arguing = 
rac 
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the new, -and deſpifing the old : Is this 
to petition for Peace? nothing can be 
more againſt Peace. Certainly we ſhall 
ever be two, and. the Church divided , 
if we have two Liturgies. - And where- 
as they appeal to his Majeſtie's Decla- 
ration, | his:Majeſty ſpeaks plainly - e- 
nough his meaning, and more plainly 
in his Commiſſion, that he-intends not 
two Liturgies be eſtabliſhed, but onely 
ſome Alterations in one and the ſame 
Liturgy, fome additional Forms to be 
left unto the Miniſters choice , to uſe 
one or the other at his diſcretion 3 and 
theſe Alterations and additional Forms 
not to be made by the-one Part ſepa- 
rately, as yours are; but by thoſe'of 
both Perſuaſions. ; 
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You farther Petition , ſince we can: | 
not obtain the Form of Epiſcopal Go- 


vernment deſcribed by the late Reve- 
rend Primate of Ireland, and approved 
by many Epiſcopal Divines, :we may at 
leaſt enjoy thoſe Benefits of Reforma- 


tion in Diſcipline, and that Freedom 


from Subſcription, Oaths and Ceremo- 
nies which are granted in the ſaid De- 
Claration by the means of your charita- 
ble Mediation and Requeſt, 
Anſ. 1, 
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his Challenge accepted. 
Anſw. 1. Why did you- not then 
( when. it was in your Power, and:the 


Staff in your hands)  hearken to Biſhop 
Oſver and thoſe Epiſcopal Divines > 


did you not covenant againſt Epiſco- 


pacy ?. do you not till. judge your 
ſelves obliged to keep your Covenant? 
did. not a prime Leader of your Party , 
in his Sermon at the Treaty at Uxbridge, 
call Epiſcopacy and the Common-pray- 
er-book, The Plague-ſoars of the Nats 
or £ did not his late Majeſty of bleſſed 
memory offer as great condeſcentions as 
could be defired to your Divines at the 
Ifle of Wight ? and, did they not op- 
poſe and diſown all Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment 2?  - 
Hear his POE: I was willing to 


| grant or reſtore to Presbytery what with 
| reaſon or diſcretion it can pretend to in 


a conjunGFure with Epiſcopacy , but ' for 
that wholly to invade the Power , and 
by the Sword to arrogate and quite abro» 
gate the authority of that ancient Order , 
1 think, neither juſt as ta Epiſcopacy , 'nor 


ſafe for Presbytery, nor yet any way con= 


venient' for this Church and State, 
Behold what his Majeſty was willing 
to doe in yieldance to Presbytery z; {fo 
as 
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as Epiſcopacy 'might not be abrogated. 
Behold what the Presbyterians will doe, 
they will goe no lower than to abro- 


gate Epiſcopacy, and fince they could 


not doe it by the Word , they will doe 
it by the Sword. But, ) 

2. Have you :now really . changed 
your minds? are you in good earneſt ? 
do you ſpeak Verbo Sacerdotum when 
you make us believe you defire to ob- 
tain an Epiſcopacy 2 How doth this 
conſiſt with your Profeſſion in your 
Grand Debate? There you utterly diſ- 
claim all Epiſcopacy. Theſe are your 
words, ' We doubt whether men in the 
fame Order do, by Divine appointment , 
owe obedience unto thoſe that gradually 
goe before them; and they may foo 
whether ſuch making themſelves the Go« 
vernours of 'their Brethren , make not 
themſelves mY of a different Order 
phi” , and ſo incroach not upon the 

ty of Chriſt, who' dnely maketh 
Officers ' purely Eccleſpaſtical , and whes 
ther it be no diſloyaity to Chriſt, to own 
ſuch. Offecers : Again, 'tis a matter of ves 
ry great- doubt, whether a fixed Dioceſan, 
being the Paſtor of many hundred Chur- 
ches, be indeed a Governour of Chrilt's 
_ appoint- 
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his Challenge accepted. 
appointment or approbation 5 and whes 
ther: Chriſt-wil/ give ## any more thanks 
for owning them as ſuch, than the King 
will gives ws for owning an Oſurper. 
- He who can reconcile their Petitior 
for Peace with their Grand Debate, the 
one pretending for Epiſcopacy, the 0o- 
ther renouncing all Epiſcopacy, Erit #vj. 
bi magnus Apollo. But the Inſtance 
ou might have let alone of owning art 
arper. Did you not own and ſet up 
an. Uſurping Parliament againſt the 
_ and, will you not difown the 
moſt Lawfull King that ſhall deny your 


$3 


Will and Way; and own the Greateſt yide 84x: 
Ufurper that will ſet up and yield his #5 Holy 
Neck to your Presbyterian Govern- geath. 


ment? But if you cannot gain your 
own, you would be free from Obedi- 
ence to any other 5 That we may at 
leaſt enjoy freedom - from Subſcription , 
Oaths, and Ceremonies, by the means of 
your charitable Mediation. A modeſt and 
merry Requeſt, That the. Biſhops will 
mediate-with his Majeſty, that the Prefs 
byterians may be free from Obedience 
to Epiſcopal Government. Were your 
Presbyterian Government ſetup, would 
you allowthe: Freedom you ask ? You 
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hve preached-and printed againſt Tole-| . 
ration: you. would bind Kings with | : 

your. Chains ,, and Nobles with Links| 
of Tron ; you. would. be: very ſhy to: 
give.the Indulgencics and Diſpenſations: 
your ſelves deſire: Nay, you refuſe}* 

them'to your Independent Brethren. 

- Your ſecondPetition is 3 Seeing ſome 
huntreds of able, holy and faithfull Mz- 
niſters are of late caſt out , | and abun-' 
dance of Congregations in England, Ire- 
land .4::d- Wales are p47 AT with 
' Iamentable ignorance, and are deſtitute of 
able, faithfull Teachers 5 and ſeeing too 
many that are inſufficient , negligent or 
ſeandalows are over the flocks , we take 
this opportunity earneſtly to beſeech you , 
that will contribute your endeavours to 
the removal of thoſe that are the ſhame 
and burthens of \ the Churches, and to the 
Reſtoration of ſuch, as may be an honour 
and bleſſing unto them, and to that end 
that it be not imputed unto them as their 
unpardonable Crime, that they were born: 
in an- Age arid Gonuntrey which -required 

Ordination. by parochial Paſtors without 
Dioceſans, |. - 'Q 
--Anfs 1, I8:notthis-a Phariſaical ſtrain: 
through . all, your. Papers ,-./To. cry up: 
- 67; | your 
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- * bis Challenge accepted.  — $5 
| your own Holineſs, Faithfulneſs, Piety 
9} and Painfulnef, and to' reproach-the 
&''] Conformiſts as Inſufficient, Negligent, 
4 the Shame and Burthen of the Chur- 
4 ches?;__—þ "O84 ls 
| Compariſons are odious unto you , 

but we dare appeal to the World, and 
©$ to him whocan judge of Hypocrifie and 

4 Sincerity, that there are Epiſcopal per- 
ſons many far more Able, Holy, Pain- 
full and Faithfull Miniſters than any of 
the Presbyterians; and many of the 
Presbyterians more Inſufficient, Negli- 
gent and Scandalous than.any ofthe 
Epiſcopal z and if Accuſations of others 
were a Vindication of: our ſelves , we 
' could'write Centuries as well as you 
t/hite, and name abundance of thoſe 
you count-and call Godly: who are the 
Shame and Burthen of Churches. 

And, to be plain with you, who truſt 
in your ſelves; that you are Righteows, Luk. 18. g: 
and deſpiſe others , you are all ( none 
F excepted ) the Shame and: Burthen of 
74 - the Church : Ifto preach up Rebellion 
J] againſt the King, the Nurſing Father of 
'F the Church, to caſt off the Apoſtolical 
Government of the Church, to eject 
all the true Sons of the Church, to-in» 

G 3 vade 
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vade and poſſeſs your ſelves by Vio- 
lence of all the Revenues of the 


Church be any Shame, or Sin, or Bur- | 
then to your tender Conſciences z whes- | 
ther it be ſo orno , 'tis ſo certainly to 


all who are truly conſciencious 5 and 
God grant -your deep Reſentment and 
timely Repentance 'may by God's mer- 
cy waſh away the Sin and Shame, and 


eaſe the Burthen , which if not now, } 


you will one day feel very heavy and 
uneaſie, 

2, 'How' can you tell us of hundreds 
of yours caſt out, and your guilt not 
fly. in your faces? Did you not fore- 
ſee we could retort, that thouſands of 
Epiſcopal men” were caſt out for their 


Loyalty and Conſtancy to'the Religion. 


in the Church of Ezg/and eſtabliſhed, 
for not covenanting, for not contribu- 
ting'to-the'Schiſm and Rebellion 3 we 
could name if 'need were thouſands 
whoſe Learning, Piety and Painfulneſs 
in their places Envy it ſelf cannot ac: 
cuſe. Their onely Crime being their 


ample Revenues and competent Lij-. 


Vings. 
3. Secing ſome hundreds are of late 
caſt out , your Conſciences know 200 
on affirm 
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- his Challenge accepted. 
affirm an-untruth, that there are none 
caſt out, but ſuch as were unjuſt Intru- 


' ders' into- other mens Charges , thoſe 
. who without and againſt Law were de- 


prived; are now by Law reſtored, and 
if any of them be unworthy , the Law 
is open , and may they be proſecuted, 
and, if they deſerve it, impartially pu- 
niſhed 3; we juſtifie not- any that. are 
ſcandalous. - O that all were holy who 


| ferveinthe holy Miniſtry 3 and here on 


my knees I beſeech the moſt Reverend 
Fathers of the Church , That thoſe Mi- 
niſters who are Conformiſts, but whoſe 

Lives are vicious and ſcandalous, ma 
notwithſtanding their- Conformity fall 
under the ſevereſt Cenſures : Epiſcopa- 
cie hath no ſuch great Enemies as theſe 
pretended; Friends. -- 
4. But why all this Complaint of 
your being caſt out by:the Biſhops? as 
if they had caſt you out , when you 
know and the whole Nation knows, 
that they were caſt out by AG of Par- 
liament ( the Biſhops not ſitting in that 
Parliament). or rather removed from the 
unjuſt. poſſeſſion of other mens Chur- 
ches, and the lawfull Incumbents reſto- 
red. So that you ſmite his Majeſty and 
| G 4 the 
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the Parliament - through the Biſhops. | 

fides. 

You go ons Being conſcious that we 
ſeek not great things for our ' ſelves or for | 
our” Brethren: that we are ambitiows of 

" #0 greater wealth and honour: than our 
daily bread. * 

1. Do not thoſe ſeek great things for 
themſelves, in reſpet of Honour who 
would be co-otdinate with Kings, and 
who' would not be ſubordinate to B1- 
ſhops, diſowning their Authority, their 
Ordination and Government, and chal- 
lenging to themſelves an equal-right to 
both ? | And' for Wealth, you -cannot 
but be conſcious that you: have ſought 
great thingsz the greateſt - Livings 
(though with the Ruin of the Lawfull 
Owners) the moſt wealthy:-places in 
Cities, Univerſities, and the Country, 
Many of you had a rich Benefice, and 
a fat LeQure, or a Government in ſome. 
College : So that whatever you profeſs 
you he as deeply.' under: the/Scandal of 
Ambition and Covetouſneſs) as you 
would bring thoſe. who are Epiſcopal. 

Theſe are their Requeſts; 1. That 
they may have a Government 'and a Li- 
furgie of their own, different from that 

FH eſtabliſhed ; 
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eſtabliſhed; 'and if not, that they may 
be free from that .in the Church eſtabli- 


ſhed. 


| - 2; Thatall Presbyterians may be pla- 


ced in the choiceſt-Livings, as holy, a- 
ble-and faithfu}l 3 and that Epiſcopal 
men, as they have been by them caſt 
out, may be kept-out of their own Li- 
ings as ſcandalous , negligent--and in- 
nt. How can theſe: Requeſts be 
denyed, in number ſo few, in nature ſo 
modeſt, religious and rational? for with 
twenty Reaſons are theſe two Requeſts 
enforced ; yet, when well conſidered, 
will. ſhrink up into almoſt ' as. few as 
their Requeſts , and will prove as pon- 
derous. $ie12h 

R. 1. They tell us, they dare not uſe 
a Croſs or Surplice, or worſhip God in 
a-Form which they judge diſorderly , 
defeftive or corrupt, when they have 
better to offer him, Malachi, 1. 13. 

To that Scruple of: the - Surplice I 
have already anſwered 3 and-to that of 
the Croſs the Church hath anſwered, 
Canon, 30. and thoſe whom the Church 
cannot fatisfie , "tis in vain for any pri- 
vate perſon to attempt it 3 and, where- 
as they ſay their Form of Wy is 
etter 
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better than ours, we muſt /give every 


one leave to have a love for the Crexs 
ture of their own produdion, and'the | 


Text they alledge hi, 1.13: asthe 
Reaſon why they judge our Form de- 
fective; and their own better, ſpeaks 
alowd the fondneſs of their Afﬀection, 
blinding their Judgment. Nothing 
could ' have been ſaid more for our 
Form or againſt their own ( ſuppoſing 
the words any way - applicable to et- 
ther. ) Are not you they that ſay the 
Table of the Lord is polluted, his Meat 
iscontemptible 2 Donot you ſay, What 
a wearineſs is it > And ye have ſnuffed at 
it, and ye have brought (inſtead of it 
your new Form) that which is torn, and 
lame, and fick; thus ye have brought an 
Offering, The 2*, 3*, 4* and 5®* Reaſons; 
we had all before in their Requeſt and 
are now repeated as the Reaſons of- it , 
their Holineſs, their Ableneſs, their be- 


ing caſt'out, their great Sufferipgs, their 


tender-Conſciences. But though I have 


ſpoken to them before,” I ſhall paſs on 


them ſome Remarks, leſt they ſhould 
judge we could not anſwer them. 
2. There are few Nations under the 
Heavens of God, as far as we can __ 
that 
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his Challenge accepted. 
that have more able, holy, faithfull, labo- 
riows and truly peaceable Preachers of the 


| Goſpel , proportionably then thoſe that are 


now caſt out in England; and are like in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, to be 
caſt out, if the old Conformity be urged. 
And, 3. Whether it be equal to bring 
upon ſo many of them ſo" great Calami- 
ties. Again, 
4. We would: here remember you how 
reat and conſtderable a part of the three 
Nations there is that muſt incur thoſe Suf- 


ferings. And again, 


5. We may plead the Nature of their 
Cauſe, to move you to commiſerate your 
affli&ed Brethren-in their Sufferings. 

Anſ. The Biſhops and Epiſcopal and 
Loyal Clergy have learned by their 
own Sufferings to compaſſionate the 
Sufferings of others. But this Com- 
plaint of the Presbyterians Sufferings is 
like that of Children who bite and cry, 
ſome can endure much ' and--complain 
little, ſome will cry out for little or 
nothing z and they ſay they are moſt 
impatient in the leaſt Sickneſs who have 
lived long in health, not knowing 
What Sickneſs 'meant, Let me be bold 
to ask, Who of you are the men _ 

ave 
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have ſuffered? what have-you mpior | 
how long? and., under whom? who 
have been your Perſecutors? 

I. Who. are the men? Are all the | 
Presbyterians ejeted; and ſequeſtred? 
All the Biſhops and Loyal Clergy were 
generally caſt outz unleſs Poverty were 
their proteQion. 

2. What have they ſuffered } Have } 
they . been deprived of: their Livings 
wherewith the Law inveſted them ?_ 
' Have they been filenced, plundered of 
their Goods, Books, Papers, {hut up 
in Priſons, baniſhed, martyred ? You 
know who ſaffered thus. 

3. How, long > The Conformiſts 
have ſuffered in Silence and Patience 
near twenty years together , and your 
pretended ſufferings a few months (be- 
ing in a capacity to be reſtored when 
ever you will return to -your duty ) 
make more noiſe than allithe Sufferi 
of all the Epiſcopal perſons all theſe 
years. | 
4. From whom ? Have you ſuffered 
from your Brethren , from your fellow 
Subjects; without and againſt Law ? 
There are, you know, . who have thus 
ſuffered ; But you canniot ſay you have 

| ſuffered 


” ' bis Challenge accepted.” 
ſuffered any thing but what the Law in- 


flics , and ſurely that is no note of In- 
nacency and Sincerity, as you inſinuate. 


If your Sincerity be no more than your 


Sufferings, you have as little cauſe to 
boaſt of that as to complain ' of the o- 
ther, Nor cruciatzs, ſed Cauſa—Let it 


not difpleaſe you, if I lay before you 


and the -World a true and juſt account 


| of your Sufferings and Calamitics : 


'Tis ſhortly this; You and your Party 
had by Arms and Violence, againſt all 
Law, Conſcience, Juſtice and Charity, 
ſeiſed and pollefſed your ſelves of the 
Eſtates of your King, -divers of the No- 
bility and Gentry, the Biſhops, Deans 


. and Chapters, the Dignities ' and Li- 


vings of the Loyal Clergy, all the ho- 
nourable and wealthy Offices ecclefia- 
{tical and civil by Sea and Land; theſe 


. you held and enjoyed until God ' turn- 
ed our Captivity, and the King and the - 


Church was happily reſtored, and then 


their Eſtates and Rights were reſtored, 


and you enforced to quit them without 
the demand of Arrears or Reſtitution for 
the time-you'enjoyed them, which was 
{o long and the Revenues fo large, that 
abundance of you, being good _ 

ands 
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bands and great Improvers, have provi- 
ded well againſt a Storm and got out of 
your Sequeſtrations and Purchaſes plen- 
tifull e&s3 ſo that of the Calamity 
of our ſuffering Brethren, and the Cru- 
elty of the reſtored King , Church and 
Laws, this is the moſt deplored and la- | 
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mentable _ account z The King , the 
Church and the CE Par- 
ty will needs have their Rights again 
and ſo the Godly Party who invaded 
them muſt no longer injoy them 3+ The 
Prey is plucked out of their Teeth, and 
they muſt vomit up the ſweet morſell. 
You muſt pardon me if, againſt my Ge- 
zi#4, your loud and redoubled Out- 


cries of your mighty Sufferings enforce 
me to be' plain with you, and tell you 
your Own. 

In their Fifth, after their Preface men- 
tioning their Sufferings , and in their 
Sixth, . they argue from the meanneſs of 
the things impoſed in the Judgment of 
the Biſhops, and the ponderouſneſs in 
their own. + 

It is in your own account , But for 
refuſing Conformity to things indifferent; | 
or at the moſt of no neceſſity to Salvation : 
It is 1n their account , for #he Jake of 

Chriſt, 


* , bis Challenge accepted. 
Chriſt. Do you "#hink the © Lord that 


died for Souls, and hath ſent ws to learn 


what that meaneth, I will have mercy, 
and not ſacrifice, i better pleaſed with 
Re-ordination, Subſcription and Ceremo- 
nies, than with the Saving of Souls by the 
means of his own appointment £ 

Anſ. 1. Do you think that the Lord 


who died for Souls, and hath ſent us 


to learn what that meaneth,' [ wi// have 
mercy, and not Sacrifice, is better plea- 
ſed with your Refuſal to ſave Souls by 
the Means of his own appointment, up- 
on the Scruple of Ordination by Bi- 
ſhops, Ceremonies and Indifferent 
things, than he would be if, ſubmitting 
to them, you. would preach the Go- 
ſpel and fave Souls? Will this be a 
good Anſwer to the Lord at the great 
Jay of Accounts? Lord, I would 
have preached the Goſpel, I would 
have endeavoured the Salvation of 
Souls; But I durſt not wear a Surplice, 
I durſt not uſe that declared Indifferent 
Ceremony of the Croſs, I durſt not 
kneel before thee at thy holy Table, I 
durſt not be obedient to my Lawfull 
Superiours who required theſe things , 
and though I know that neceſlity is laid 
© upon 
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upon me, yea, wo ##.unto me, if | preach 
. 2:0t the Goſpel; yet. I thought my ſelf. 
obliged rather to diſpenſe: with that ne- |. 

ceſlity thou haſt laid upon me than ſub-. 
mit to thoſe indifferent things they . 
would lay upon me againſt. my Chriſtis , 
an Liberty, and to let. thouſands of 
Souls periſh, than hazard my. own. by 
Subſcription and Ceremonies. But, . 
2. The Offence of Refuſing Confor- 
mity in things indifferent, .1s not to be. 
meaſured according to the things unto 
which we are to conform, which the 
Church hath declared her Judgment in. 
that they are not to be valued for their 
own fakes. "But 'tis Pride, Contempt, 
and Diſobedience to. Lawtfull Authori- 
ty to oppoſe its Orders, and theſe are 
not ſo ſlight faults as you imagin; ..it 
was but a light fault that Shimez made, | 
in going out of the City, but he loſt his. 
Head for it z it was. but a light fault 
that Uzza made in touchipg the Ark ,. 
but he loſt his Life for it. But, fay you, , 
Though the Biſhops . call . the things 
they enjoin Indifferent, yet our Senti- 
ments are otherwiſe. Tis in our ac-; 
count for the fake of Chriſt, becauſe we. 
dare not conſent to that which we judge 
an 
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an Uſurpation of his Kingly power, and 
an Accufation of his Laws, as inſuffici- 


Anſi. 'Tis worth our Obſervation , 
that of Dr. Sander/or , that all their 
Arguments againſt oar Ceremonies are 
drawn from the Head of Chriſtian Li- 
berty, and then with'the ſame Breath 
they deny them to be things indifferent, 
and often do they uſe this Topick in 
this Addrefs. 

2. He and others have proved the 
things to be indifferent (as the Church 
declares them) which they can never 
diſprove. | 

3. *Tis for the fake of Chriſt that you 
diſfobey the Command and Example of 
Chriſt; that you diſobey-the Magiſtrates 
of Chriſt, and the Government of Chr:/?, 
and the Orders of his Church. 

4. You judge the Biſhops Injundtion 
of things indifferent an Uſurpation of 
Chriſt's Kingly power, and an Accuſati- 
on of his Laws as inſufficient. But your 
Apoſtle, Mr. Calvin, judges otherwiſe, 
as do the Biſhops, That Chriſt hath gi- 
ven Laws for all things neceſfary in the 
Divine Worſhip, But as to things per- 
taining to outward Order and Comeli- 
H nels 
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neſs he hath taught nothing: expreſly, 
Thoſe he hath left to the Churches pru- 
dence. Hath Chriſt given ſuch Laws? 


Open our eyes, ſhew us, and let us ſee'| 


them : ( Hath. he not ) then, not the 


Governours of the Church, but you, 
who judge he ought, do accuſe Chriſt's | 


Laws as inſufticient. 


In their fifth Reaſon they ſay , Sup-' 


poſe they be miſtaken, in thinking the 
things to be ſo diſplealing to God: yet 
it is commendable in them to be fear- 


full in diſplealing him , and caretull to 


obey him. 
Arnſ, We ſee, be they _—> or wrong, 
whatever they opine an 


preaching us into Rebellion, in pulling 
down Biſhops, in taking away the Li- 
turgy , in overturning the Foundations 
of Church and State, yet their Zeal is 
commendable. May not all Zealots 
plead thus? Suppoſe the Papiſts were 
miſtaken in their Fiery Zeal to blow 
up the King and Parliament, and in the 
Iriſþ Maſſacre, yet their Zeal was com- 


mendable, in deſigning to deſtroy thole | 


they judged the Enemies of theit 
Church. Suppoſe they be miſtaken in 
| Wor- 


at is com- 
mendable. Suppoſe they miſtook in 
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worſhipping:the Saints, and their Ima- 
ges and Rehques, - yet,- fince they think 
they pledſe God, 'tis commendable. 


| Suppoſe the Quakers miſtaken in deny+ 


ing Magiſtrates and Miniſters, and all 


1 Authority in Church and State, yet, in 
- that they, think they ſhould diſpleaſe 
| God in owning thoſe Powers, 'tis 1n 
1 them commendable to diſown them. Is 


this the; Gounſel you ,would give to 
one who doubts and ſeeks your Reſolg- 
tion 2 Will this ſatisfie and deliver him 
from doubting, to tell him, Suppoſe 
you were-miſtaken 3 yet, if you think 
you are inthe right, purſue your opi- 
oN, 'tis commendable? Saint Paxl 'is 3 
better Caſuiſt, and gives other Counſel, 
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Prove all things, hold faſ# that which i The. $i 


# good ;. abſtain from all appearance of ** 


evil. | 
7. That, becauſe men are forbidden 
to preach unleſs they conform; they. are 
tempted to infer, that Preaching being 
neceſſary to Salvation, and thoſe things 
called Indifferent, beitig made neceſia- 
ry to Preaching, and preferred before 
It; therefore they are made neceflary 
to Salvation, and preferred before that 
which God hath made neceſfary. ' | 
| H 2 Anſi 


Go 
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Anſ. The Accuſation is moſt;untrues 
thoſe Indifferent- things are-not made | 
to Preaching , mact-lefs pre-. 

ferred | before itz and thofe who are 
tempted thus to'infer, becauſe men are] 
forbidden to preach, unlefs. they dare} 
fubſcribe and .uſe thoſe things , there- 
fore thoſe things ( called Indifferent ) 
are made neceſlary 'to Preaching , and 
preferred before it , are very weak Lo-! 
gICIAns. < 
Every thing that is required, is not 
required as neceſlary, as you have been 
often told. Many things are required as 
expedient, as decent, as comely, as or-. 
derly 3 ſo are our Ceremonies. Mini-} 
ſters are forbidden to reade Prayers 
without the Surplice, to preach without 
a Gown : The Judpes are forbidden to' 
fit in Judgment, till they reade their 
Commiſſion; and are required 'to fit in 
their Scarlet 3 will any hence be temp- 
ted to infer, that the Surplice ahd 
Gown are made neceſlary to and pre- 
ferred before Prayer and Preaching; 
and reading a Commiſhon , and 'wea- 
ring Scarlet Robes are: made necefla- 
- "hog and preferred before doing Ju- 

ice ? fa 
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---2,; Every.thing that is made neceſl3- 
| ry.to any End or Action, is not thereby 
preferred before it. Methinks ſo many 
Learned : Qivines ſhould. know , that 
' though theſe Indifferent. things ſhould 
- be made;negeſiary by the Command of 
the Church,.to Preaching , yet, it:no 
way follows, they are preferred before 
it,.- The: Means ſure, is-made neceſſary 
to the- obtaining the End, yet is not 
preferred before it. 'Tis, you will con- 
feſs, juſtly. forbidden, that Ordination 
ſhould - be,grven to any without Exa- 
mination .and Impoſition of; bands,, or 
- that any ſhould preach. without Ordi- 
nation 5.:yet, I think, you are not tem- 
pted to infer, that Examination, Impoli- 
tion of hands and Qrdination it ſelf, 
though neceſlary, are to be preferred 
before Preaching. Follows their 
8. R. which implies, we lay our Re- 
' ligion upon our particular Liturgy, and 
ſo teach the Papiſts to inſult, Where was 
our Religion 200 years ago? the Com- 
 mon-prayer-book, as differing from the 
Maſs-book, being not ſo old. Ke 
1. We thank you for your ingenuous 642, 1 
Acknowledgment, that our Common- !”- 
prayer-book differs from the Maſs- book. = 
H 3 A 
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A'Maſs- -prieft;' "now youts )* turnin 

Fro Popety'to' resbyterfar ſd , molt | 

impudently affirms them to be the fame. 
2. Religion 1 is made up'{ "of ] rine; 


Worſhip and' Government 3 our Litur- 


gy 1s.0ur Form of Publick 'Worſhip', 


| _ ſoa part of our Religion 5'and, be. 


bh agreeable to God's Word; -Nor 'Pa- 
nor your ſelves, can 7 ly except. 


Iiinft it, Fortheir Que ion,” Where 


was our Religion'200 yearsago ? You 
might know, they make it nc fo much 

apon the change of our Liturgy (therti- 
ſelves 1 in Queen Elizabeth's time for ma- 
ny years j _ in it) as hpon pres. 
tence we anged our Dodrine'; | 
and the Queſtion! as it hath beef! oft, £5 
on ravim #ſque; by them asked, it hath 

been by us as 'oft and aisfaQorily an- 
ſwered 3 and if we ſhould ( as we do. 
not ) lay our Religion upon our Litur-, 


gy, tis moſt agreeable to the Scriptures, 


TheCreed, Where our Rehygion ts, and contains all 


Com- 


the Fundamentals of Religion; and 


weft the your Mr. Catviz doth witneſs it for us, 


ments, 
Lord's 


That the Common-prayer-book, doth excel- 


—_— and lently contain the chief heads of onr Reli- 


ments 


gion. 


_ The 9. is, A Requelt 1 for Liberty up- 


On 


| - the primitive times. 
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on an- Infinuation, ' That no Liturgical 
Forms wete: impoſed on any Church in 

\Anſ. 1. Then ſure, the now named , 
your much Reverend' Mr. Calvin was 
either ignorant of the Conſtitutions of 
the primitive times, or had other Senti- 
ments-of them then you, who declares 
his Judgment contrary to you, Z#oad 


formulam- Precum &» Ritunm Eccleſtaſti- 


corum, yalde probo ut certa illa exſtet, 7 
qua Paſtoribus diſcedere in funFione ſua 
203: liceat. As to the Form of Prayers 
and Ecclefiaſtical Rights, I greatly ap- 
prove that it be ſettled, from which it 
may not -be lawfull for the Paſtors in 


their FunQion to vary or depart. 
2, You have ſurely heard of the Li- 


| nrgpes of S. Peter, $. James, and S. Mark; 
an 


that of $. Mark, S. Cyril owns and 
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comments upon in his Catechiſm, and 


S. Cyril was a Biſhop: in the primitive 
times, living about the year of Chriſt 
350. and S. Baf#/, a famous and primi- 
tive Biſhop too, was deeply cenſured 
and put to make painfull Apologies for 
a little Change he made in the uſual 
Church-liturgy : It was thought in him 


( faith our Authour ) an unpardonable 
| H4 & Offence 
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Offence to alter ahy thing, - in us,- as in+ 


tolerable, that. we ſuffer any thing unal- 


tered in the Liturgy, eitirrrt- 

R. 10. Andif you ſhould rejee (which 
God forbid) ther moderate Propoſals which 
naw and formerly we have made, we hum: 
bly crave leave to offer it to yaur conſtde+ 
ration, what Judgment all the: Proteſtant 


Churches are likely to paſs on your Procees+ - 


dings, and how your Canſe anid. owrs. will 


ftand repreſented to them and to-all ſuc- 


ceeding ages. | 
Anſw. Their moderate Propoſals we 
have heard, which they nowmake, that 


they: may be. free from the eſtabliſhed 


Government-and Liturgy of the Church, 
and they, as Able-and Gadly,\-continu- 
ed: in the choiceſt Livings they , bad in- 


vaded ; and the Epiſcopal kept out, as 


Scandalous,. Negligent and Inſufficient, 
'- What moderate Propoſals they made 
formerly I am to learn, they know his 
late Majeſty made to them moderate 


Propoſals , but-was refuſed ; and, they | 
confes-, the Lord Primate: of Ireland. 


made moderate Propoſals, but by them 
never accepted. | we 
: : As to their bold Appeal to. al/ Prote- 


ſtant Churches, preſuming they will give | 


their 
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their Jadgments for. them, and. againſt 
| the Church 'of ; England's cſtabjiſhed 
| | Conſtitutions; which they, [have the 
huge Confidence to-propheſie. even of 
the. Judgment of, all ſucceeding ages. 
They might, without a Revelation, by 
their. Jugdment paſt and preſent; have 
foreſeen their Judgment for, the future. 
1 The palt age hath, eryed/Grace, Grace 
to. our happy,.,qrderly -and / moderate 
Reformation in.DoGrine, Government 
and 'Worſhip 3. the; Proteſtant-Churches 
have 'giyen us:ithe Right-hand of Fel- 
| Jawſhip, have, maintained ſweet Com- 
| mupion with, us, have in Marian-Per- 
lecytion received..,our., Exiles 3/ their 
malt-eminent Lights bave ' ſent us high 
Congratulatiang ;. their ableſt>Miniſters 
have;; divers of; them, come-oyer, and 
with Joy. beheld.our Order 5. and ſome 
have.lized and died among(} us. - 
What. Judgment. did Mr.;Beza give ? 
Let himſelf ſpeak, £2uod {/ nunc, If 
now the Reformed Churches; of E-g- 
land, being underpropd with: the Au- 
thority. of Biſhops and Archbiſhops, do 
continue as this hath hapened .to that 
Church in our memory, That ſhe hath 
had Men of that-Calling, not anely moſt 


on 
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notable Martyrs, but alſo excellent Pat t 
ſtors and Doors ; let them truly en- 
joy that op Bleſling of God, which| 
I wiſh/may rpetual unto her. RR 


F 
þ 
' 
What fade che did Peter Martyr] « 
paſs in the” Caſe of Biſhop Hooper , as| t 
bout the Ceremonies > Did he not an-Þ { 
ſwer his *Arguments'>-*. vindicate thef- 
: 
\ 
c 
] 
] 
( 
| 
{ 


lawfulneſs of thetn > exhort him to f 
mit unto them 2 The Jadgment'of Does - 
tor Moulin you have heard, and much 
more" might be told you of the high 
Honour he had for the 'Church of E - 
lard.” Amd,to come nearer, what Judg- 
ment: the Proteſtant -Churches 
upon your Covenant;-your Refor ing 
the Church by the Sword, and try the 
Bloud 'of the' Nurſing Father and the 
Prime Paſtour of it , with many Thou-' 
ſands 'more, you have finely* heard, 
Were they.not aſhamed, confounded 
and aſtoniſhed at our Schifns and'Sedi- 
tions, and Violations'of all Authority 
Sacred and Civil ? And, Have not your 
AQions in the late lainentable times calt 
a. Blemiſh'/upon the Honour of our Na- 
tion never to be waſhed off? An Eng- 
liſh-man daring ſcarce to-look another 
man in the face in'a foreign C_ 
Ce 
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[vor under” the -ObjeQion ' and Re- 
n-] proach of Rebellion, Murthering their 
ch King, Chngig hanging the beſt tempered Mo- 
"7 narchy inthe World: into: a puny 
7 Common-wealth\, and that ſwallowed 
ij up- ſoon into'a Barbarous ProteQour- 
ne| tips and Abafing the moſt primitive 
"6 and venerable oy-arcs into a novel 
4 and contemptible © Parity and Linſy- 
4 woolſey Presbytery', made'up of Prea- 
hy chers and Lay-elders, and that too 
h _ undermined ' and baffied*by a 
p- rome Tndeperidency: Puget bec 
| Opprobria vobis Ss dici potwiſſe', "© 71028 
Pee + This is the paſt paſt Judg 
| ment of the Proteſtant Churches a road 
concerning our Church eſtabliſhed, and 
you-who ruined it; till God in mercy 
reſtored it, For the Churches: of fuc- 
ceeding_ages3-I think they: will hardly 
| believe the Hiſtory of ours. That ſuch 
-L men as you, profeſling higheſt' Godli- 
nefs,- ſhould, in'a' pretended zeal for it, 
preach up Sedition and Schiſm, and em- 
broil- the Church and Nation wherein 
you were born and baptized in Bloud 
and Confuſion : and, which ſeems more 
| Incredible, Appeal to all Proteſtant 
| ns in your own Juſtification : 


nay, 


zo0$ The Nonrconformiſts'Champion 
nay, Supplicate the King; (:whoſe Roy 
al * uhbes was martyred;: aid; himfelf - 
long baniſhed for ſtanding yp-in defence | 
of the Chuxch which/you oppoſed and 
by Farce; deſtroyed )::ito- ſcreen you 
from the; Churche's Power, to grant 
you the; chief Benefices ity the Church, 
and give-you Liberty. to be of another 
Chureh;- to enjoy a Worſhip - and Go- 
qe of your own Mode! andiMo- | 
El, > vs IST IT 
But, my-Brethren, how,come you ta 
make this lowd Challenge? . Why! en: 
quire you, or rather, Why.preſume.you; 
what Judgment the Proteſtant Chur- 
ches will make of our Churches procee- | 
dings ?, Sure-your mighty:Zeal: and: ar- 
dent AfﬀeRion to yout Cauſe hath clou- 
ded your own Judgment, and quite be+ 
reaved 'yau. of your Memory. You 
mention often, and-with ſeeming Te- 
gard ,: his Majeſtic's gracious Declaratir 
on touching Ecclefiaſtical Affairs: he }, 
therein tells you the prefent Judgment 
of the Reformed Churches abroad, and, 
had you Faith to' believe ' his/ Royal 
word , you might have ſpared this Ar- ( 
gument. and Out-cry, which you may 
bluſh for, and wiſh you had ſuppreſled. 
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ne his: Majeſty" ſpeaking their Judg- 


OW do think Our ſelf the more compe- 
tent to propoſe; 'and, with"God's Aiſi> 
| ſtence, to ' determine many' things now 
in Difference, 'from the vime' We have 
ſpent", and the experience” We hive had 
int moſt of the Reformed Churches abroad, 
1 France, ths Low-counttfies, 4d Ger- 


| tnany 5 where-We bave had frequent Cons 


ference with the moſt Learned men , who 
have unanitaouf] ly lamented the greet Re- 
proach the Proteſtant Religion undergoes 
Fever the Diftempers and tos motorious 
iſms in Matters of Religion in Eng 

: And as the 2s Learned among 

— haut alwiies, with preat Submiſſion 
and Reverence , acknowledged and mag- 
nified the eſtabliſhed Government of the 
Charch of England, and the great Conn- 
tenance and Shelter the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion received from it before theſe unhap- 
By Times © © So miany of them have, with 
great Ingeniiity and Sorrow , confeſſed, 
that they were too eaſily miſe led; by miſ- 
mation und prejudice, into ſome dif: 

eſteerr of it, ws fn had too' mmch coms 
plyed a+: the Church o f Rome ; - where- 
as oy : mow rand it to be the beſt 


ence 
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"Fence God hath: yet raiſed ageinſt Popts | 
ry in the World ;, and WP perſua 
they do with -great Zeal\wiſh it reſtored 
to its old Dignity and Veneration. + | 
You, ſee what Judgment the Prote» 
ſtant Churches have . upon. the 
Church of Eegland, and her. former 
Proceedings, . and thereby may take an | 
Eſtimate, what Judgment they will paſs 
on her preſent Proceedings, and how : 


TI 


repreſented: to.them : They will ac+ 
knowledg. and magnifie., with. great 
Submiſſion and Reverence, the eſtabli- 
ſhed Government of..the | Church . of 
Ergland , if you dare believe his Maje: 
ſty, and eonſequently will cenſure.you 
as Schiſmatical and Diſobedient, to/ re- 
fuſe to ſubmit unto it. 

But I muſt not miſrepreſent you your 
Submiſhon you profeſs. . 

If after our Subwiſſion to his Ma reſty' F 
a of the , and after our'. own Þr - | 
ſals of the primitive 4 os , and 
ſuch a Liturgy as we here tender, we 1 
n0t be permitted to exerciſe our Miniſtry, © 
ye Peris of thoſe moderate Biſhops will 

bear witneſs again nfs you , that were once | 

employed as the chief Defenders of that 


Cauſe, 


the Charche's Cauſe and yours. will be | 


— 
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| Cauſe, ( we mean” ſuch as' Reverend Bi- 
ſhop. Hall ad Uſher) who have publiſhed 
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to the World, that much leſs than this 


' might have ſerved to our fraternal Unity 


and. Peace. 


Anſe You before appealed tothe Pro: 


teſtant Churches abroad, now unto two 


' Biſhops of our own, and with like Suc- 


ceſs, | Fo, 
I, You ſay. you have ſubmitted to 


1 his Majeſtie's Declaration , you fhiould 


have inſtanced wherein. | His Majeſty 
there declares, That, having ſeer all the 
Liturgies that are extant and uſed in this 
part of the World, he eſteems that of the 
Church of England to be the beſt, and 
well knows the Reverence the moſt, or at 
leaſt the moſt Learned in the Reformed 


| Churches, have-for it he heartily wiſh- 


es and deſires, until it be reviewed, and 
ſome Alterations and Additional Forms 
made, the Miniſters., who diſlike ſome 


_ Clauſes and Expreſſions, would not there- 


fore totally lay aſide the uſe of the Book of 
Common-prayer ,-but reade thoſe parts a- 
gainſt which there can be no exception , 


which would be the beſt inſtance of decly- 


© ning thoſe marks of diſtin&ion which his 


Majeſty ſo much labours and deſires to re- 
move. | Have 


”; x12 The Non-conformiſisCbampion 
* Have" you herein ſubmitted to, his 
Majeſtie's Declaration ?/ Have you' read 
any thing of the Common Prayers,' and 
thereby 1nftanced your: deſire\in Sous | | 
pliance with his Majeſtie's, to remove] 
and decline'thoſe marks of diſtinQtion? | 
What you-can lay hold of to your pur- 
poſe in his Declaration , you greedily 
catch at, the reſt you paſs by. 2-9] 
However you pretend to ſubmit to; 
his Majeſtie's Declaration , he therein } | 
complains; your Party ({ of which-you 
are the Leaders ) have not dealt candid- | 
ly with him, that there are amongſt them | + 
nnquiet and reſtleſs Spirits who continue | 
their Bitterneſs againſt: the Church , and 
indeavour: to raiſe Jealonſies againſt his | 
Majeſty, - and have unſeaſonably printed , | 
publiſhed and diſperſed a Declaration to | © 
his Majeſtie's Reproach', and ſince the | - 
printing this Declaration ( you jay you | 
ſubmit to ) ſeveral | ſeditiows Pamphlets |, 
and Queries have been publiſhed 'and Þ 
ſcattered abroad , to infuſe Diſiike and | 
Fealonſſes into the Hearts of the. People. 
Behold your Submiffion to his Majeſtie's 
Declaration. |  OLVTEL 
You next tell us of -your own Pro- 
poſals of the Primitive Epiſcopacy, and 
b.\- your 
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your own Liturgy. 'What your Primi- 
tive Epiſcopacy 1s, your J#s Divinune 
Miniſtrit Anglicani (peaks , That thete 
is no Biſhop in the ſenſe of our Church, 

_ no Epiſtopm Paſtoruit, but all Pregby< 
ters are equally, and-in a parity, Epi> | 
ſcopi Gregis : 'and what your own Li- | 
turgy is, you have let us fee fuch a ohe 
as-you would: have for your felves, in 
oppoſition/to'that of the Chureh;"and 

_ yer; though you would have it, you will 
not be' bound*ro uſe it neither 3- which 
isas much as toſay; If you may not have 

your” owni fancied: frame of- Goverri- 

ment and publick Wotſhip, and that 
with Liberry"too; to'throw them off 
whet'your fancie changeth, you receive 
mighty wrong;-and, as: you ſaid before; 
all the Proteſtant Churches, ſo you ſay 
now, all the World will thmk it ſtrange. 

* Biſhop Uſher you. mentioned before', 

you'now bring him ir again after Bij-/ 

ſhop Hal; and give them the Titles of 

Reverend, Learned and Moderate. *Tis. 

' well Biſhop;HaZ ( now he is at reſt ) 
hath  from--you ſo kind a CharaQter : 

| Time was when your combined Forces 

were bent fingly againſt him; you 
| | fought neither with (mall nor great, but 

| I onely- 
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onely with Biſhop Ha#;' and-- when 


SmelZ mnt was not able to diſpute 


him- down, your Rabſbakeb rhled him 


downs and. Newer: you now! comple» | 
bim, you have ſhewn yaurpreſent 


ment 
Eſteem of hin and of the | Primitive E> ' 
piſcopacy, in reprinting your: Seems 


3K now, ſince his Majeſtics Reſtoras 5 


04.906 NNE you ſay, "land Biſhop 


r bands, 


when you had the Law th:you 


would. not hearken to thee, by you Is 


confeſled, - Texms -of Unity | 
Peace, . 1. your: own. Pens wilt ] 
bear witneſs you, that-jou are” 


now. juſtly.'xepylſed, who would not: 
yield when fajs means of Aegcammodas Þ-- 
tion were offered as to Re-ordivation , } 
which you.ofteg mention.,- and here i rw} 


COMES 1N again, 


x. .We deny: your Preibytarian and} 
Independent To > called) -Qrdination!/ | 


to be really and indeed any: Qrdinatian * 


at all ; and till you prove it ſych, you, 
charge the Biſhops falſely-with ww 


ring Re-ordination, 


"WF | 
_— Lad L 


A "_ —_— 


tſhed to dthe Warld, hes 1 
mich iſ them that would have ſerved 1 
to./2 fraternal Peace:; yoa-publiſh to | - 
the World, you. have. heen obſtinate | 
and avenſe:to Peace and. Unity:z who, 


| ing required ) judging' your pretended 


*” VT WW. bw Vt Fo 


| a Deacbn or Prieſt by 6 Sithop., who 
| - was ere nite” born by 


: | who: \wete | ordained” 
| where wete no Biſhops 0 ptdain, them, 
4 as it many of the Reforned Churches 

7 abroad. © = —_ 
1 But we” had Biſhops eill you 
1 them down : Nay og yon 
4 had Biſh uſtt you! had pulld them 
4 down, and-till his Majeſty 
7 again,” and thoſe who would, in all 
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2. Many who have been under your 
' hands have of themſelves ( without be- 


Ordination a Nullity, deſired Ordinati- 


| on from the Biſhops. 


3. The Canon ( ſuppoſed ) of the 


# | Apoſtles toucheth not this Caſe, nor 


our Biſhops}, who. yeither do o-cakim 


1 . nor-allow-iti: Re-ordaining ; righely 


ſo called, being the Ordaining again of 


Biſhop before ordained. 
4 Biſhop Bancroft 


of thoſe 
y- Presbyters; 


ſt them u 


4 the late times, might have had, and Ve- 


kſh t, That your young Preachers, by 


many had Ordination fron their 


& ry may 
'Þ hands! *tis therefore-a, moſt groſs 'Uns 
T truth, and'tis ſtrange, 


ſach Godly men 
as you ſhould dare to utter and pub- 


the 


IIS 
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the old Presbyters-ſent, were born in 
an' Age and Countrey which; required 
Ordination by -Parochial Paſtors. with- 
out Dioceſans: if there had been.no Bi- 
ſhops, you might then have ſaid, the Age 
and Countrey required (leſt:the Church 
#*; ſhould fail ): Ordmation from Parochi- * 
al Paſtors 3 but:Efay,-and you-to. your }Þ- 
Sorrow know;':there were ;Biſhops- all 
that-time, divers Exgli/ſh: and alſo Scoti/b 
and. Ir;þ Biſhops; -; who, though mahy 
_ of: them. were: Jatent;-: yet; were: and. 
might be addreſſed an;and did-all along 
confer holy'Orders: there,ars at lea 
five. Ergl;f Biſhops living tomy know- 
ledgs,:.ard;you-may: know: mare, ha- - 
vitig::the Honour, ;to. be 4oyned;: with. . 
them-in Commiſhon , which all:goed 
men-are ſorty 4s -nat; on your-part- ma- 
naged- temperately; and humbly, pru- 
dently. and piouſly, 10 the Peace of the. - 
Church: by your ſelves 'chjefly (-but 
for all our fins}: long and, lamentably 
divided. JEN 3113 - IF » 
---R. 11. Is a: repeated Complaint of | 
their Aﬀfiictions,-and an Accufation. of 
_ the Biſhops as cheir Afﬀflictors,, which is 
already anſwered. - S365 
The Twelfth and Fourteenth are the 
a ſame, 


- 
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fame , and: ſhall be. conſidered toge- 


ther. ' : 
- The 13" is hammered: on' the ſame 
Anvil-with the 11"; That they are the 


Godly party, and afflifted 3 the Epiſco- 
pal-are cruel, and perſecute them for the 
Cauſe of Chriſt : How will Chriſt take 


' "it of -y0u toi caſt out from the Miniſter, 


or Communion of the Church, or to grieve 
and puniſh all that dare not conform to 
Jou in theſe: Matters 2 
- Anſ.'How will Chriſt take it from 
you tocaſt out: all Biſhops and Epiſco- 
pal men who durſt not conform to you 
in your Matters > The Biſhops Procee- 
dings are by gentle methods : 1. They 
Admoniſh:s 2. Suſpend 3 3. Silence; 
before:they depriveany; and none. are 
deprived, but for foul and incorrigible 
Crimes: but you eje& at firſt, and total- 
ly, for no Crime, for no Breach of the 
Laws.and Orders, but even for that the 
Epiſcopal perſons ſtand for the Laws 
and Orders eſtabliſhed. | 
You trod: down the Stars of Chriſt's 
planting as the Stones 1n the-ſtreet : 
All thoſe places of. Scripture miſapplied 
by you, may againſt you be rightly ap- 


plied. 
I 3 And 
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| And whereas elſewhere they ay to 
this purpoſe , Sad Experience tels the | 
World, that if the Miniſters we are. 
pleading for be laid afide, there are not 
competent men enough to ſupply their 
TOO. 
-. Arſe Their Care, that there bea ſup- 
ply of competent men to ſerve the ' 
Church , is commendable and pious: * 
But why did they not take that Care 
when it was in their;power, when them- 
ſelves laid afide and caſt out Thouſands, | 
to provide competent men to; ſupply 
their rooms? Indeed for competent and 
great Livings they provided ;z but the 
places that were poor, if empty they 
filled them not, if full by perſons never 
fo -incompetent-they- amended it- not. 

 F beheve it 1s a meaſured Truth; never 

were ſd many places unprovided,  ne- 
ver ſo many meanly provided, as in 
thoſe-times lince the firſt times of Queen _ 
Elizabeth, when competent Miniſters (as 
now required to. be qualified) could 
not be had for many places z one indeed 
E have heard of,: having in Zeathelped 
to ejet his Minifter out of a: fmall Li- 
ving, defired the Clerk of the Commit- 
te for plundered Miniſters, to commend 

a Mj- 


| heve they ou 
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a Miniſter unto them he anſwered, O, 

none of us will accept of that, you 
muſt provided as you can. 

The 14®* Reaſon, the fame as I told 

you, and you tnay find with the 12*, 

tels us the Conſtitutions of the Church 


are againſt rrollom com and they 


have not their Judgments at Command; 

and were they never (ſo willing to be- 

ht- to obey them , they 

cannot cherekye believe the Impoſiti- 

ons lawfull becauſe they would, the In- 
tellet being not free. 

Anſ. What is every body's Argument 

is no Argument. Thus may the Jew, 

the Turk, the Papiſts, the Quakers plead 


for their own, and againſt the true Re- 


ligions and thus your Independent 
Brethren have argued in their Pleas for 
Toleration, which once you oppoſed ; 
but now you ſharpen your Goads at 
their Forges : You bring anObjection , 
as made by us, that we may ſay, tis 
your own fault, that your Judgments 


are not changed , and that the means. 


have been ſufficient, to which you ſhape 
an Anfwer, fuch as it is, but which may 
make your ſelves bluſh. - 

" That the Sword can eaſilier take this 


I 4 for 
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for granted.,: than the Tongue or Pex of 
man prove. My Brethren, 2uorſum hec ? 
You might well have ſpared the men- 
tion of the Sword; Why do you ex- 
poſe your own Miſcarriages to the re- 
view of the World? Who were thoſe 
that drew the Sword for Reformation? 
Who- called to Arm? Who promiſed 
Heaven to all that would take up the | 
Sword 1n that bleſſed Cauſe of the Co- | 
venant? when you wexe then told of 
the Word and of the Laws, you could 
anſwer with that Roman , Nanquamne 
nobis Gladiis ſuccinFis Leges recitare 
deſinetis © Tell you us, who have our .. 
Swords by our fides, of the Laws? We 
tell you, we have drawn our Swords 
to cut in ſunder thoſe Gordian Knots , 
your Parchment Laws. So of late your 
Heroick Olzver to thoſe who pleaded 
the Laws and ancient Charters granted 
and confirmed by our Kings, Magna 
Charta, Magna Far —— 

But, I pray you, what Sword do the 
Biſhops, whom you plead with, uſe, but 
the Spiritual? They are-no Popes, who 
challenge Poteſtatem utrinſque Gladii ; 
They are no Presbyterians, who are Co- 
ordinate Powers with Kings and Prin- 
ces 5 
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ces3+ and for their Tongues and Pens 


|. you mult ſtmke /Sai), till-you ſhall be 
| able to encounter -and conquer thoſe 
. Worthies, Biſhop Whitgift, Biſhop Bil- 
| ſor, Dr. Sanderſon, Mr. Hooker, Mr. Ma- 
ſon, and many more ſuch: Generals in 
the Lord's Hoſt, with whom your Hzk 
derſham, Baines, Parker, Ames, Dod, 


Ball, Nichols, -are not to be named the 


ſame day. 

:I5. We crave leave to ask, Whether 
your ſelves do. not in fome things mif- 
take ? 

Good Leave: have you, and you ask 
a wiſe Queſtion, with a Conſequence 
as'W1ild : in your Covenant .you yoake 
Popery with Prelacy, and :now you 
wittily and merrily ask the Prelates, 
| Whether they think themſelves, as the 
Pope , Infallible ; and yet your Party 
proclaim themſelves next to Infallible. 
I need' not remember you where they 
ſay, Loath we are to think. that they 
who are moſt ſound in Doctrine ſhould 


miſtake 1n - Diſcipline : Well, but the 
Prelates will-confeſs, they may miſtake, 


are not infallible; What's the Conſe- 
quence? If you may miſtake in any 
thing, may it not be in ſuch 

. things 


great 
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things as theſe ? and in the fame breath | 
you ſay,” Theſe great things ' are the 
ſmalleſt, Ceremonies and Circumſtances : 
of Worſhip. .'I conceive-you ſpeak this; 
Ironically, otherwiſe your Inference is; 
in you a foul miſtake: underſtanding 
men may miſtake in great things ; ergo] 
they may miſtake in ſmall things. Hows | 
ever, on' this Suppofition you deſtroy. 
all Power in men to make . Laws in 
great or ſmall things , becauſe Gover- 
nours are men, and may err and miſtake” 
in ſome things 3 ergo they may make. 
Laws 1n nothing. | 
16. Whether this be doing as you would | 
be done bye? would you be caſt out for” 
every fault that is as bad as this * Put 
Jour. ſelves in their caſe, and ſuppoſe yon |. 
bad fiudied, conferred and prayed, and. 
done your beſt to knonn. whether God". 
would have you to be re-ordained, and to 
uſe theſe Forms, Ceremonies, Subſcripti- 
ons, or not. 'and, having done all , you. 
think that God would be diſpleaſed if you 
fhould nſe them ; would you then be uſed 
your ſelves as your diſſenting Brethren are 
row uſed or like to be £ - | 
_ Aazſ. This is their ſtrongeſt and fais 
reſt Argument, drawn-from the 5” s 
ule 
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* Rule of Equity, and Charity; and "tis "T 


cafe -tQ retort, beirng-much mvre 


| ſtrong on the Biſhops part. Put your 
| ſelves in the Biſhops cafe, and ſuppoſe 


you had ſtudied, conferred, prayed, and 
done your beſt to know whether God 


. would have you-ta preach Refiftence 
againſt your Sovereign, renounce Epi- 


ſcopacy, caſt out the Church Liturgy 3 
and, having done all, you think (nay, 


are ſure, for thinking will not doe 


| that God would be diſpleaſed if you 


ſhould doe ſo; would you 'be: uſed 


| your ſelves as your party uſed the” Bi- 
1 ſhops? impriſoned, beheaded, ſfeque- 
| {tred. | 


17. Reaſon is drawn from the Divi- 
ſions cauſed by impoſing things. unne- 
cellary, and the Unity-and Peace which 
would follow, if men might enjoy their 
Liberty, and might have leave to ſerve 
God as his Apoſtlesdid; and upon theſe 
they enlarge in four whole Pages: No- 
thing more affeeth'ur than to think of 
the lamentable Diviſions that have been 
cauſed and are ftill like to be , while 


things unneceſſary are jo iitpoſed 5 and 


on the contrary, bleſſed aw Onity and 
Peace we might enjoy , if theſe occaſions 
of 
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| of Diviſion were removed, and we might | | 
but have" leave to ſerve God as the Apo- | 8 
files did. » 1210 | 
Anſ..If it affe&t you ſo much tothink'} # 
| upon the Diviſions,'it- ſhould affe& you?] | 
to think that you'.-have been and are'] i 
the chief cauſe of them, and you might; | \ 
# your Will ſtood not m your way, re-'Þ] 
move them ; but you mightily miſtakes] 
both the: Cauſe and the Cure. of our-| | 
: Diviſions; which are the dire& contra-'] ! 
ry to what you ſurmiſe, The Cauſe of |. 
our Diviſions 1s the-Liberty you deſire; Þ 
' * the Cure would be your Obedience to'| 
the Churche's lawful Impoſitions, and ]* 
this not onely Reaſon but your own 
Experience might have taught you. 
You caſt off the Reins-of Church Go- 
vernment, you ſet.your ſelves at Liber- 
ty. Did this Cure your Diviſions and: } 
create among you Peace and Umty? | 
No., after. you had- divided from the | 
Church, .and caſt off its Rule .and Or-: 
ders 3. :you ſubdivided. .among- your: 
ſelves,: and broke all into pieces- and: 
parties ; never did any. Age ſee-fuch la-. 
mentable ' Diviſions in this Church -and | 
Nation, . But” you accuſe the Biſhops, 
as If they will not give you leave-to 
ſerve 
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ſerveGod as his Apoſtles did: God for- 


e as foul an Accuſa- 


give you this as 


| tion. [Do not'-the. Biſhops maintain , 
7 and the Church ftedfaſtly continue in 
+1 the; Apoſtles: Dodtrine > Do-they not 
againſt the Rorakiſts, who'would ob- 
trude-upon us their Traditions -in:con- 
Junction: with the Scriptures ,-aflert the 
4 Scripture alohe' to be a moſt+pertfect 
Rule of Faittand'/Manners?; Do they 


not:ſerve: God” as the Apoſtles have 


taught 2 and ſo-may you in Communi- 
- bo-with our Church. Truly. 'i&- yoor 
-.| meaning/.be, that:they: give::you not 
"leave:to ſerve Gdd as Apoſtles,-.and no 


leG-or: lower; will: ſerve you;-than-to 
be ;as they ,.to give Laws-to-:all the 


Chutches, and to be under the Laws of 


none; ' you muſt prove; yourſelves to 


be-fuchibefore yan crave thatileave : 
But though you .are not Apoſtles, yet 
- you are Prophets;:you forefee:and-fores 
+ tell- zhe - Sufferings of your Ingacent 


Party—Strangel.i What a Noiſe they 
make in: almoſt -every Paragraph, la- 


- menting and-repeating their Sufferings ? 


We.are, againſt our wills, enforced as 
often-to Jer: them know , .and-E with 
they would rightly reſent, and lay it 
$N342::1 | to 
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to heart, that the Biſhops and Confor: |. 
mable 'Clergy have been really Suffe 
rers for many years ,-and-in the.Loſs.of: 
all they bad, and- they the Cauſewof | 
their Sufferings, and for all thoſe yeaty}- 
_ enjoyed all-+Eaſe and: Plenty , and"av}. 
« this:timeof their preſent loud 'Com-J 
plaint they have yet fatfered nothing} 
and -are'eertain they ſhall: not doe, 1fÞ | 
they will return cotheir- Duty, all their} | 
former Miſcarriages, being by his Maje- | 
ſtice's Mercy buried m_oblivion 5 and if}. 
they: will doe {o, they may be received] 
into Favour; and areas capable of all} - 
Preferments''as; any the trucſt Sons: of]. 
the Church. I am-unwilling to remark* 
_ the other part of their Prophecie ;*rip- | 
ping up our Diviſions (by their Party 
raiſed and: continuedieverfincethe'Re- J- 
formation) they in<ffec- threaten; 
they will/be their: Sons :and Heirs; and 


that we 'muſt not-expe@t: Peace; but! 
look-fof Miſery and: Divifien , unleſs}: 
they mapihave theif Demands, to be as] 
frce and highas the” Apoſtles: and here | 
as their manner is, they heap up a mu” 
titude- of: Scriptures, * you may Judge | 
how pertinently by the! firſt they: al 
ledge, 1 Philippians, 14. There $t, "ny 
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'Cinby \ Many of the Brethren in the: Lovd, 
h waxing confident by his bonds, were much 
ol # 2wore }A® to ſpeak the Word without feav. 
'Fhis Text ay cite to prove/that the 

#4 Bonds and 'Burthens and Diſpleafure 
| , which is upon them from their Supert- 
- ours, hinders them from. 'ſerving- the 
"Lord withour-fear. Saint Pavts bonds 
* made-theſe Brethren confident , and ſet 
i | ' them above fear. But our Brethren, up= 
ez on their meer/fancy of Bonds and Bur 
if} thens, are faint-hearted, 'and with fear 
dJ cven:diftrafted.” 'The other Seriptures 
ut .make as little «for: ther or-againſt the 

| Biſhops : and fol ſhall-paſs-themn over. * 
KJ © The 18% and rg* aq 
J-. fame Bran:, yet again- and 

1 erp up their Abilities and 't ale. 


J-: 
y 
. 


- 


| and Perſecutions,-and the: Ungodlineſs 
| of all who are not of theip way.” 1 can-" 
| not conceive the'Reaſon, bs this ONE 

$:]- Fopick of Suſie 

$1 more than Ter of their Re 
/| ſeas, and they bring ir in over and'0= 
| ver: fo very often, > thav chey"think' 
e 

, 


| no body h—_ op will: believe they' 
; | have ſaffered any*hing, and*therefore 
1 To, ſay it ſo oftenz- or d(E m” the 
ou 


1. neſs, and \ cry out-of theje« Saſl-ings 45E 


— 
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loud. arid repeated Cry of their own.; 
they would:drown the loud\Cry of the 
Biſhops. Sufferiogs by them. and: their 
Party ,': which; yet the /Bilhops ' them- 
ſelves paſsby in Silence; : huvthe Warld | 
cannot, butitake notice of with much 
cqncerriment.: (17:18 ol ' 
' Let us:;yet hear: thay 10H 
 ;ZIn the j28*.. they call themſelves! ah 
Holy Seed, 'ahd ſo.many able Miniſters 
laid afide 3; andithat mary-of chem; ſuf- 
fer; :and ithat the Ungodly add-Af- 
Wag, 40 their Affliction.” ob nah, . 
_- Eg oquany truly earing (20 ing.. 
caſt. Or: #0 Loni to. 
think all; of. -pbat which therifelves and 
- tbe Churgh thas ſuffer by 5; and when” ſo | 
_ many of the.' warſt befriend*this way, be-.. 
--* cauſe it gratifieth them; it -tendeth "to: © 
apake Jour Ganſe judged of; according to. 
the. qualityes: of its Pin or adverſas- 
ries. Of their Su enough, and: 
| w_ mughr; of. their Gadlineſs and the * 1 
IP Fe ag of all who are not of their” 
oe We; have heard often too, tis} 
me ſtrai and way, with:the Phariſee,. 
'= to ſtand-oh( their. Teton, and ſay, God. ; 
F thank thet 4am not thin arid thas, I am; 
ot AE as this Publican, of 
he 
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The worſt, they ſay, befriend that 
way. | 
: That's no proof of the evil of that 
way, rather of the goodneſs which 
ſhines forth ſo apparently, that it con- 
vinces and even enforces the worſt of 
men to approve it, Video meliora, pro- 
boque. 

2. Who are thoſe worſt 2 The King, 
the Parliament, and all the obedient 
Sons of the Church, of all Eſtates and 
Qualities. This is uſually their great 
proof, that themſelves truly fear God , 
their diſlike of eſtabliſhed Order; this 
their evidence, that others have not the 
fear of God, their Obedience to thoſe 
whom God hath ſet over them in 
Church and State. By the one they 
commend themſelves, by the other they 
condemn all but themſelves; and that 
1 this is no untrue Accuſation they have 
1 made appear, in that they made no dit- 
24 ference between the beſt and the worſt, 
but caſt out all of the Epiſcopal way : 
Nay , as one of them pleading before 
them the Sobriety and Unblameable- 
neſs of his Life and Converſation, they 
told him to this effe&t, He ſhould fare 
the worſe for that, they liked not fo 
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well a ſober as a ſcandalous Malignant , 
who gave their Proceedings againſt him 
ſome colour.of Juſtice. 

2, They tell us they are tempted to 
think 11! of that they ſuffer by. | 

Anſ. "Tis eaſe to gueſs whence that 
Temptation is, a Criminal is tempted to 
think ill of the Law, becauſe he ſuffers 
by it z Ungodly men are tempted to 
think ill of God , and murmur at him, 
becauſe they ſuffer by his juſt Judg- 
ments for their Wickedneſs: You are 
taught otherwiſe, Matt. 5. 44- 

20. We repeat what formerly we have 
ſaid , That the Holy Ghoſt hath already 
ſo plainly decided the point in controver- 
fie in the Inſtance of Meats and Days , 
Rom. 14. 15. that it ſeemeth ſirange to 
#9 that yet it ſhould remain a Contro- 
verſie. A weak Brother, that maketh an 
unneceſſary difference of Meats and Days, 
is not to be caſt out, but ſo to be received, 
and not to be troubled with ſuch doubtfull 
Diſputations ;, deſpiſung and judging the 
Servants of the Lord whom he receiveth; 
and can make to ſtand, 'and that upon 
ſuch ſmall occaſion , is unbeſeeming true 
Believers. | 

Their 20" Reaſon is delivered wh 
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ſo mighty Confidence, that they would 
make us believe it looks like a Demon- 


ſtration. But 'tis ſcarce worthy the name 
of a Reaſon. They tell us, The Holy 


Ghoſt hath decided the Point in con- - 


troverſie between us — that they think 
it ſtrange 'tis* yet a Controverfie. A 
ſtrange Preſumption, whereby they at 
once condemn all the Conformiſts and 
Non-conformiſts too in this Church e- 
ver fince the Reformation. They think 
it ſtrange, 'tis a Controverfiez and yet 
know , 'tis the great Controverſie of 
theſe T00 years: What Volumes have 


| been written pro and coz upon this Sub- 


jeq, The Churche's Power in things in- 
different ? their own it ſeems wanted the 
Illumination of the Holy Ghoſt, who 


- could not ſee and ſhew that his plain 


Deciſion, and ſo were fain to argue a- 
ainſt the Churche's Orders with their 
ender Probabilities: And ours, in theſe 

charitable mens Judgment , were Refi- 

ſters of the Holy Ghoſt, in aſſerting the 

Churche's Power to command for De- 

cency and Order, the Holy Ghoſt ha- 

ving plainly decided the Point againſt 
them, that they had no ſuch Power, 
the moſt reverend Whitgift, Morton, 
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Hall, Hooker, Maſon, Sanderſon. T won- 
der you did not demonſtrate to this laſt, 
Dr. Sanderſor ( who, I ſuppoſe, was a 


Commiſſioner on the Biſhops part ) his 


wilfull Sin and Errour, in Preaching 


and Writing ſo earneſtly for the Chur- 
che's Ceremonies, from this very 14" : 


Chapter of the Romans : we look up- 
on him as the great Caſuiſt of the Age; 
a moſt rare Preacher and Textuary ; his 
Temper truly Chriſtian and primitive, 
charitable, humble, meek, modeſt even 
to diftidence ; his Diſcourſes profound, 
and yet plain. to the meaneſt capacity ; 
nothing more clear, more clean, more 
cogent and convincing: And we judge 
thoſe two Sermons. of his, one upon the 
firſt of 'St. Peter, 2. 16. the other upon 


Romans, 14.23. do fully aflert the Chur- 


che's Conſtitutions by the Non-confor- 
miſts oppoſed, and fairly repreſent, and 


fully anſwer their Objections; ' and Ma- 


ſter Hooker had with as much meekneſs 
and ſtrength done it before : you have 
Time and Numbers, if you reſolve to 
ſtand out, -and not conform, to an» 
ſwer Mr. Hooker point by point;: your 
many hands may make the :work light : 
but to make it ſhort and eafie, I-chal- 
| lenge 
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anſwer onely Dr. Sanderſon ſolidly and 
foundly, and I ſhall promiſe you to re- 
nounce Conformity, and if you cannot 
( as I know you cannot) you are ſelt- 
condemned 1f you renounce not Non- 
conformity z:and now Iſhall be as high- 
ly confident as your felves, and ſhall 
affirm in a dire& contradicion to yours, 
that the Holy Ghoſt hath ſo plainly de- 
cided the Point in Controverſie on the. 
Churche's part, that ſhe hath Power to 
command things indifferent for Decen- 
cy and Order in God's Worſhip, in the 
I Corinth, c. 14. v. 40. That 'tis ſtrange 
it ſhould be yet a Controverfie : Nay, 
the Church had that Power as to out- 
ward Order and Decency to. appoint 
Rites and Ceremonies even when God 
himſelf had made Laws for Ceremonies, 
and thoſe ſo many, that we might have 
thought none could or might be added. 
The Religious Kings and Governors 
of the Jewz/h Church enjoyned divers 
things concerning God's Worlhip which 
were not by God commanded. 
There was no Commandment of God 
aſſigning the Prieſts Order, Manner and 
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the Templez. yet David and Solomon 
Pant ns them, and the Prieſts confor- 
med and obſerved them. ' There was no 
Commandment for Singers, Pfalterics, | 
Organs, Cimbals, Harps; yet David ap- 
pointed for the Temple this Mufick vo- 
cal*and inſtrumental. There was no 
Commandment for the Feaſt of Purim; 
yet Mordecai enjoined it, Heſter ſet it, 
Howard, and « Jews eſtabliſhed it 
for ſucceeding Generations, There was 
no Commandment for the Feaſt of De- 
dication 3 yet 'our Saviour obſerved 
it. If therefore the Jewiſh Church, 
when God himſelf had inſtituted abun- 
dance of Ceremonies, might and did ap- 
point others, beſides thoſe by God com- 
manded , which were generally by all 
without contradiction obſerved; ſure- 
ly 2 fortiori, the Chriſtian Church, ha» 
ving no Law of particular Ceremonies 
and Rites given by Chriſt, (fince with- | 
out. Religious Rites God cannot be 
publickly worſhipped in any orderly 
and decent manner) - may, eſpecially 
having a general Law to authorize her, 
x Corinth. c. 14. conſtitute and appoint | 
ſuch Rites, and we muſt obey her Con- 
ſtitutions in things neither commanded 
NOT 
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nor prohibited. But to come cloſely to - 


their 20* Reaſon, fince, ad Triarios ver- 
tm eſt, 'tis their laſt, and that in which 
they place their greateſt ſtrength. 

The Holy Ghoſt (fay they) hath 
plainly decided the Point in controver- 


fie in the Inſtance of Meats and Days, 


Rom. 14. & 15. A weak brother that 
maketh an unneceſlary- difference of 
Meats and Days is not to be caſt out, 
but ſo to be received. 

I ſhall here premiſe the weighty Mo- 


nition of Dr. Sanderſon, O beware of 


miſapplying Scripture, it is a thing eaſily 
done ; but not ſo eaſily anſwered. I know 
20t any one gap that hath let in more and 
more dangerows Erronrs into the Church 
than this, that men take the words, of the 
Sacred Text fitted to particular occaſi= 
ons, and to the condition of the time 
wherein they were written , and then ap- 
ply them to themſelves and others, as the 


find them, without due reſpeF had to t 


differences that may be between thoſe 
times and caſes, and the preſent. Sundry 
things ſpoken in the Scripture, agreeable to 
the infancy of the Church, would ſort very 


il with the Church in her fulneſs of 


ſtrength and ſtature. This Caution di- 
. KR 4 reas 
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res me to tell the Petitioners, that the 
Point and Caſe in controverſie between 
us and them is hugely-different from - 
that Rome. c. 14. v. 15. 1n reſpeCt of the 
Time, the'Perſons, and Matter in diffe- 
rence. | 

1. Forthe Time; The Fewiſo Church 
was now.expiring, its Conſtitution diſ- 
ſolved; The Chriſtian Church, fuccee- _ 
ding it, was in planting, in its in- 
fancy; in this time, when the Church 
was not ſettled, and its Order not fully 
eſtabliſhed, the new Converts, being 
tender Plants, were to be tenderly uſed, 

and all forts, in pious Prudence, to be 
indulged 3 but not ſo. in a Church plan- | 
ted and ſettled, then and there all its . | 
Members are obliged to obey its Orders, 
and not to caſt them off upon pretence 

_ of Conſcience or Chriſtian Liberty ; the 
Troubles at F ngfere they mention , 
though much to the bindrance of the 
Reformation, becauſe in the infancy and 
beginning of it 3 yet becauſe in the be- 
ginning of it, that Party which oppoſed 
the new-made Conſtitutions of our 
Church were not ſo culpable as theſe 
Troublers, who, a hundred: years after 


the Orders of the Church had obtained 
and 
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_ and happily flouriſhed, have invaded 
and overturned all Order and Govern- 
ment, and now, that 'tis reſtoring, keep 
- up the ſame humour of oppoſing it: 

2. The caſe is different in reſpe& of 
the Perſons differing about. Meats and 
Days 3 The one Party were weak, the 
other ſtrong in Faith and Judgment of 
their Chriſtian Liberty : Now of whe- 
ther ſort are our Non-conformiſts? The 
ſtrong , in modeſty , they will not call 
themſelves 3 and the weak , they will 
take it 11] to be called, being the Chiet- 
tains and Choſen ones of their Party , 
and giving themſelves the. Title of Able 
and Godly, and who are now conte- 
\ ſting with 20 Reaſons ( and this laſt in 
their eſteem irrefragable ) againſt the 
moſt Learned Defenders of the Chur- 
che's Orders. But if ( as they ſeem to 
inſinuate) they are the weak Brethren, 
then their weakneſs deſerves compaſli- 
on, yet for that very Reaſon (their weak- 
neſs) owes ſubmiſſion to the better 
Judgment of the ſtrong, eſpecially, they 
bein, out Subjets and 'private perſons, 
and obedience to the formerly eſtabli- 
ſhed and now to be reſtored Order : 
An yieldance there muſt be on the one 

part, 
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| part, and whether the weak ought to 
ſubmit to the ſtrong, and obey the 
Laws, or the ſtrong muſt ſubmit to 
the weak, and give them leave to tram- 
ple the Laws under their feet , let the 
weakeſt judge. But how long will 
theſe Brethren be weak 2 Will they 
be Children of a Hundred years, after 
ſo long time and teaching, and means 
of InſtruQtion? - 
The Church ( as faith the Excellent 
| Dr. Sanderſon ) hath foffictently decla- 
red and publiſhed the Innocency of her 
purpoſe and meaning in enjoyning the 
Ceremonies 5 nor ſo onely ; but hath been 
content to hear, receive and admit the 
ObjeFions and Reaſons of the Refuſers ; 
and hath taken pains to anſwer and ſatiſ- 
fre to the full all that ever could be ſaid. 
in that behalf; and therefore it is vanity 
in theſe men to alledge weakneſs where all 
good means have been plentifully nſed for 
full information in the Points in doubt ; 
ſo that we may, without breach of Cha- 
rity, conclude from ſo plain Premiſes, 
that not their weakneſs, but wilfullneſs 
1s the real Cauſe of their Refuſal to 
conform. 
3. The caſe is different in the Mat- 
ter 
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ter and-Thing it felf in controverſie. 
Thoſe Meats and Days about whoſe 
obſervation there was variance, Roz. 
Cc. 14. were once, and a long time, not 
indifferent , but under Divine Precept, 
the one commanded, the other prohibi- 
ted ; but our Ceremonies were alwaies 
indifferent , never under any Divine 
Precept, nor commanded , nor prohi- 
bited : The Reaſon why thoſe weak 
Brethren obſerved the Days and abſtai- 
ned from the Meats was, They knew 
there was a Law of God for it, and they 
knew not that it was aboliſhed : But 
our weak Brethren have no ſuch Rea- 
ſon to refuſe the Ceremonies by the 
Church enjoined , fince they were ne- 
ver by any Law of God forbidden. 
Thoſe weak Brethren feared to fin 
where God had made a Law; our 
weak Brethren fear to fin where God 
hath made no Law, or rather, where he 
hath made a general and ſtanding Law, 
that we ſhould obey our Governours 
in their Ordinances which are not con- 
trary to his Laws. Let me add, the 
Point is greatly different in this reſpe&t 
alſo; That the Apoſtle gives a Liberty 
onely for a time, to uſe or not to uſe 


thoſe 
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? thoſe Legal Ceremonies, for afterwards 

- he cuts off that Liberty , and forbids 
thoſe Legal Obſervations to the Coloſſz- 
ans and to the Galatians, and that with _ 
great Severity : They were before Mor- * 
zua, and allowed a decent Burial : But 
now, after full InſtruQion that they - 
were nailed to Chriſt's Croſs and burt- * 
ed in his Grave, they were Mortifera, * 
'twas deadly to raiſe or revive them 3 

. and now , upon ſecond thoughts, our. 
Brethren, I hope, will ſee they have 
cauſe to abate their Confidence; the 
Point in Controverſie being very diffe- 
rent about the Jewiſp Rites and the Ce- 
remonies of our Church. | 

Herein we cannot but diſcern and al- 
low them to be like 3 In that, Firſt , - 
Thoſe Brethren, who judged the other, . 
were weak, and fo are theſe, though 
their Reaſon ſtronger by much , they 
having the Law for them, theſe no Law. 

Secondly, Thoſe weak Brethren were 
in the Errour, ſo are ours. 

But, Thirdly, The Errour of thoſe 
diretly contrary to the Errour of theſe. 
Thoſe Brethren were zealous for the . | 
Ceremonies, theſe Brethren are zealous 
againſt the Ceremonies. I ſhall = this 

oint 
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Point in that folid and convincing An- 
ſwer of Mr. L'Eftrange to this their 20% 
Reaſon, and I befeech them to reade 
and' weigh it without prejudice to his 
perſon and manner of writing ; he is 
{mart and pleaſant, and doth, I confeſs, 
Ludere cum San&#is, ( Imean onely with 
ſuch Saints as our Brethren, but I ap- 
peal to themſelves whether he be not 
here ſerious, and hath not rightly inter- 
preted the place, and ſtated the caſe, and 
determined the Point in controverſte. 
Would our Divines perſuade us , that 

the caſe of Meats and Days, whereof the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, is of the ſame nature 
with that of Ceremonies which we are 
now debating , or that a weak, Brother is 
n0t to be diſtinguiſhed from a peeviſh 2 
See how vaſt a difference lies betweer 
them, under the Law God himſelf put a 
difference between Meats and Days , 
which difference ceaſt upon the coming of 
our Bleſſed Saviour : Some thought it ſtill 
a point of Conſcience to obſerve the Law, 
and theſe the Apoſile calls, Weak Bre- 
thren : Others again, that knew the Law 
was. abrogated, quitted theſe Scruples ; 
and of theſe it is that St. Paul ſaies, We 
which are ſtrong ought to bear = In- 

| ml» 
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firmities of the weak : zow mark, That 
which was formerly impoſed is now be- 
come a thing indifferent , that is, indiffe- 
rent to the ſtrong and knowing, not to 
thoſe who were not convinc d of the De- 
termination of the former Ty and Duty ; 
and this is the true ground of the Apoſtle's 
Tenderneſ here concerning Scandal, De- 

' {troy not him with thy meat for whom 
Chriſt died. 

See bow their caſe now matches onrs ; 
They durſt not eat, becauſe they knew that 
once they were bound , and they did not 
know likewiſe that they were now diſchar- 
ged. Let our Reformers ſhew as much 
for Ceremonies 5 Either that bumane Im. 
poſitions ( for Decency and Order he 
means ) were ever forbidden, or that thoſe 
praGis'd in our Church are in themſelves 
unlawful. | | 

They next would father an ObjeQi- 
on upon the Aſlertors of the Churche's 
Orders and Impoſitions—If you ſfay— 
Rulers , Impoſition maketh Indifferent 
things ceaſe to be indifferent — We an- 
{wer—PBut till they fay as you would 
make them, you may ſave your Anſwer, 
they are not- obliged to a Reply; you 
may {ce the Churche's ſenſe to be quite 

| another 
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another thing than this you would im- 
poſe upon them, in Dr. Sanderſor's 
Sermon, 1 Pet. 2. 16. 

To what you add from-1 Cor. 8. 13. 
Payl was a Ruler of the Church him- 
ſelf, and yet would deny his own Li- 
berty rather than offend the weak : So 
far was he from taking away the Liber- 
ty of. others. The Anſwer is made al- 
ready, 'the Caſe being foreign, and no- 
thing to our Controverſie; The ſame 
now mentioned about eating Meats of- 
fered to [dols wherewith the weak were 
offended. What is this to the Point in 
controverfie 2 We muſt deny our Li- 
berty rather than offend the weak, Zr- 
go, the Church may not preſcribe Rules 
about Indifferent thingsz and that invi- 
dious and refleQing Paſſage added —. 
So far was he from taking away the Li- 
berty of others—1is as little to your 
purpoſe 3 you have been taught, and 
might learn , that the Church, in pre- 
ribing Indifterent things, takes away 
no man's Liberty: The things preſcri- 
bed are in their own nature, and in the 
Judgment both of the Impoſer and the 
intelligent Obſerver of them the ſame 


143 


they were before, Indifferent, 1 obey 


the 


: L , FJ ; 

144 The Non-conformiſts Champion 
the Church', -yet preſerve my Liberty , 
ſtill judging the thing Indifferent which 
it commands; and I obey not the Com- 
mand as any neceflary part of Religion, 
but as the Church commands it, which 
I am bound to obey for Decency and 
Order. They that make Laws concerning 
Indifferent things have no intention at 
all to meddle with the nature of them , 
they leave that in medio as they found 
it; but onely for ſome reaſons of conve- 
niency, order the uſe of them, the Indiffe- 
rency of their nature ſtill being where it 
Was. 

They are very unhappy in alledging 
that Scripture, As 15. 28. which con- 
cludes dire&ly for the Church , againſt 
them, we may fell them in their own 
words, the Holy Ghoſt hath there fo 
plainly decided the Point in controver- 
fie, that it ſeems ſtrange to us, that yet 
it ſhould remain a controverſie 3 the 
have here thrown down all they have 
built 3 all their 20 Reaſons fall and are 
_ in pieces, as Dagor before the 
Ark. 

' This Chapter acquaints us, that ſome 
Jews, though converted to the Chriſti- 
an Faith and embracing the Goſpel, 

| yet . 
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yet thought themſelves bound to the 
Obſervation of the whole Moſaical 
Law, and they thought the converted 
Gentiles ſo bound alſo, and told them 
that, except they were circumcized, and 
kept the Law of Moſes, they could not 
be ſaved. Hereupon ariſes Diſlſention 
and Diſputation, and an Appeal is made 
to a Council at Feryſalem, which upon 
the hearing and debating the Queſtion 
determines, That the converted Gen- 
tiles ſhould not be obliged to Circum- 
ciſion nor to the Ceremonial Law, but 
in yieldance to the converted Fews , 
who were zealous of the Law, and t9 
keep Peace with them , they ſhould 
abſtain from ſome feyy things in their 
nature indifferent , but neceſlary in of= 
| der to Peace and+Charity, from Meats 
offered to Idols, from Blond, and front 
things ſtrangled. Behold here the Firſt 
and Greateſt Conncil that ever was 
in the Chriſtian Church, to compoſe a 
Difference, meets, and makes a Law 
of Abſtinence from fome things indif- 
ferent, and otherwiſe in themfelves laws 
full. This is plainly the Caſe, the AR 
of the Council and Deciſion of the 
Queſtion; and yet theſe men alledge 
L - the 
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the. A& of the Council to. prove the 
quite contrary. I am amazed to ſee 
how they change and clip the words, 
and pervert the ſenſe of the Scripture 
they cite for their ends, and, I fear, a- 
oainſt their Conſcience. They fay, the 
Apoſtles and Elders, A@. 15. 28. de» 
clare unto the Churches, thatit ſeemed 
good unto the Holy Ghoſt and them 
to lay upon them no greater Burthen 
than neceſlary things; Do the Apoſtles 
and Elders fo declare? then we yield 
the Cauſe. Do they not 2? then ought 
they with Sin and Shame to yield it. 
They leave out the word ( Theſe ) be- 
cauſe they know it made againſt them 
limiting the Chyrche's Order to ſome 
few particular things , there preſently 
named, 1 hings offered to Idols, Bloud, &c. 

Now whereas the Church makes a 
temporary Order for ſome particular 
things, and declares thus, It ſeemed 


lay upon you no greater Rurthen ne- 
ceſſary beſides theſe things or ( theſe ) 
neceſſary things : They leave out that 
word (theſe) of main importance , 
and hugely. againſt them, and would 
make a ſtanding Canon of their = 
an 


good to the Holy Ghoſt and to wa to | 
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and father it upon the Apoſtles : That 
the Church ought to impoſe no other 
then neceſſary things , and yet too by 
their own confeſſion , theſe things im- 
poſed were not ſimply in their own na- 
ture unchangeably neceſſary, but by 
accident, pro tempore loco; and where- 
as they fay, the Council 1mpoſed them, 
becauſe antecedently neceſſary , The 
contrary is moſt true: Theſe things 
| were not antecedently neceſlary , but 
onely, as themſelves ſay, pro tempore, for 
the time. There being at this time a 
difference riſen about the Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, it was not neceſlary before the 
Council now ſo determined , That the 
converted Gentiles {hquld abſtain from 
things offered to Idols, ſtrangled , and 
Bloud; that Law belonging onely to 
the Jews, never to the Gentiles. Be- 
hold how rarely well theſe men argue, 
To prove Church-Governours may not 


1 determine in things indifferent for Or- 


' derand Unity, but all ought to be left 
to their own Liberty: They produce a 
_ Scripture which proves moſt plainly, 
That Church-Governours have, and may 
determine and reſtrain thoſe under them 
from the uſe of things indifferent ; All 
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the things touching which the Council 
they produce do give order being indit- 
ferent, except one, Fornication, which 
is of another nature, but with theſe 
prohibited, for that the Gentiles allow- 
ed themſelves in it, ' and ſcarce looked. 
on it as a Sin: This of their 20" and 
laſt Reaſon which I have thus at large 
conſidered, for that they lay ſo much 
weight upon-it, though it prove, as the 
reſt, light in the Balance 3 I ſhall, for a 
Concluſion of all, clearly evidence the 
Churche's Power to preſcribe. external - 
Rites and Ceremonies for Order and 
Decency , and our Obligation to con- 
form unto them from the Judgment of” 
two ancient Fathers, for whom I ſup- 
poſe our Brethren have ſome Reve-. 
rence 3 and if thoſe cannot move them, + 
from the Judgment of a modern Father, 
for whom I am ſure they have a high 
Veneration; Tis St. Agsſtine's Rule, 
Prudenti Chriſtiano eo modo agendum eſſe 
quo agit Eccleſia ad quam devenerit, and 
his Mother having uſed, when ſhe was 
in Africk , to faſt on the Saturday, and 
coming to Millan, where that Faſt was 
not obſerved, was doubtfull what to 


doe; hereupon her Son conlulted Saint 
Ame 
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Ambroſe , who thus anſwered, When I 
am here at M;Zar, I do not faſt on the 
Saturday; when I am at Rome, I do 
faſt on the Saturday 3 and unto what 
Church- ſoever ye come, keep the cu- 


ſtom of it, if you be willing neither 


to give nor take Scandal : From which 
Rule of St. Azguſtine and Advice of 
St. Ambroſe, a Learned perſon maketh 
theſe Remarks : | 1. That divers Coun- 
tries, profeſſing the fame Religion, may 
have divers Ceremonies. 2. That in 
Churches Independent one is not bound 
of neceſſity to follow another. 3.-That 
'tis the Duty of every private perſon 
to conform himſelf to the laudable Cu- 
ſtoms and Conſtitutions of the Church 


wherein he liveth or wherever he co- 


meth. You have heard the Judgment of 
theſe ancient Fathers, Will you hear 
your modern Father Mr.Calvir, and he 
delivers his Judgment (o fully, and with 
ſo much ſtrength and clearneſs aſlerts 
the Churche's Power to ordain exter- 
nal Rites and Ceremonies, that Ma- 
ſter Hoaker himſelf could not ſay more 
or better. 

Whereas many unskilfull men, when 
they hear that Conſciences are wicked- 
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ly bound, and God worſhjpped in vain, 
by the Traditions of men, do at once 
blot out altogether all Laws whereby 
the Order of the Church is ſet in frame. 
Therefore it 4s convenient alſo to meet 
with their Errour. Verily in this point - 
it is cafie to be deceived, becauſe at firſt 
ſight it doth not by and by appear what 
difference there 1s between the one. fort 
and the other : But I will fo plainly 
in few words ſet out the whole matter 
that the Likeneſs may deceive no man, 
Firſt let us hold this, That if we ſee in 
. every Society of men ſome Policy to 
be neceſſary which may ſerve to nou- 
riſh common Peace, and to retain Con- 
cord, if we fee that in the doing of 
things there is alwaies ſome orderly 
Form which is behoofefull for publick 
Honeſty , and for very Humanity not ' 
to be refuſed, the ſame ought chiefly 
to be obſerved in Churches, which are 
both beſt maintained by a well framed 
diſpoſition of all things, and without 
Agreement are no Churches at all. 
Therefore, if we will have the Safe- 
ty of the Church well provided for , 
we muſt altogether diligently procure 
that which St. Pay! commandeth, That 


all 
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all things be done comely and according 
to order. But foraſmuch as there is ſo 
great diverſity in the Manners of men , 
ſo great variety 1n Minds, fo great diſ- 
agreements in Judgments and Witts 5 
neither is there any Policy -ſtedfaſt e- 
nough , unleſs it be ſtabliſhed by cer- 
tain Laws ; nor any orderly Uſage can 
be obſerved, without a certain appoin- 
ted Form : therefore we are ſo far off 
from condemning the Laws that are 
profitable to this purpoſe, that we af- 
firm, that when theſe be taken away, 
Churches are diflolved from their Sin» 
ewes, and utterly deformed and ſcatte- 
red abroad ; for this which St. Paul re- 
quireth, That all things be done decently 
and in order , cannot be had, 'unleſs the 
Order it ſelf and Comelineſs be eſta- 
bliſhed, with Obſervations adjoyned as 
with certain Bonds. But this onely 
thing is alway to be excepted in thole 
Obſervations, That they be not either 
believed to be neceſlary to Salvation, 
and ſo bind Conſciences with Religion, 
or be applied to the worſhipping of 
God, and ſo Godlineſs be repoſed in 
them. We have therefore a very good 


and moſt faithfull mark, which putteth 
L 4 difference 


IS1 


*' TJ15g The Non-conformiſis Champion 
difference between thoſe wicked Ordi- 
nances by which we have ſaid, That _ 
the True Religion is darkned, and Con- 
ſciences ſubverted, and the lawfull Ob- 
ſervations of the Church, if we remem- 
ber that the lawfull Obſervations tend 

| alway to one of theſe two things or to 
both together, that in the Holy Aſlem- 
bly of the Faithfull all things be done 
comely, and with ſuch dignity as beſee- - 
meth, and that the very common Fel- 
lowſhip of men ſhould be kept in Or- 
der, as it were by ceftain Bonds of Hu- 
manity and Moderation 5 for when it is 
once underſtood that the Law is made 
for publick Honeſty's ſake , the Super- 
ſtition is now taken away, into which 
they fall that meaſure the Worſhiping 
of God by the Inventions of men. A- _ 
gain, when it is known, that it pertai- 
neth to Common uſes, then that falſe 
opinion of Bond and Neceſlity is over- 
thrown, which did ſtrike a great Terror 
into Conſciences when Traditions were 
thought neceſſary to Salvation 3 for 
herein /is nothing required, but that 
Charity ſhould with common dutifull 
doing be nouriſhed amongſt us. But it 
1s good yet to define more plainly what - 

; | is 
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1s comprehended under that Comeli- 
neſs which Paz! commendeth, and alfo 


what under Order. The end of Come- 
lines is partly, that when ſuch Cere- 


monies are uſed as may procure a Re- 
verence to Holy things, we may by 
ſuch Helps be ſtirred up to Godlineſs ; 
partly alſo, that the Modeſty and Gra- 
vity which ought to be ſeen 1n all Ho- 
' neſt Doings may therein principally ap- 
pear. In Order this is the firſt Point , 
That they which govern may know the 
Rule and Law to govern well, and the 
People which are governed may be ac- 
cuſtomed to obeying of God , and to 
right Diſcipline : Then that the ſtate 


the Church being well framed, Peace 


_—_— may be provided for. Ve- 
rily becauſe the Lord hath in his Holy 
Oracles both faithfully contained and 
clearly ſet forth both the whole Sum 
of true Righteouſneſs, and all the parts 
of the Worſhipping of his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, and whatſoever was neceſlary to 
Salvation 3 therefore in theſe things he 
is onely to be heard. as our Schoolma- 
ſter. But becauſe -in outward Diſci- 
pline and Ceremonies his Will was not 
to preſcribe each thing particularly , 

what 
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what we ought to follow , becauſe he 
foreſaw this to hang upon the ſtate of 
Times, and did not think one Form to 
be fit for all Ages, herein we muſt flee to 
thoſe general Rules which he hath given, 
that thereby all thoſe things ſhould be 
tried which the neceſſity of the Church 
ſhall require to be commanded for Or- 
der and Comelineſs ; finally, foraſmuch 
as he hath therefore taught nothing ex- 
preſly, becauſe theſe things 'are not ne- 
ceſlary to Salvation, and according to 
the manners of every Nation and Age 
ought diverſly to be appliedto the edi- 
fying of the Church : Therefore as the 
Profit of the Church ſhall require, it 
{hall be convenient as well to change 
and abrogate thoſe that be uſed, as 
to inſtitute new. I grant indeed, that 
we ought not raſhly, nor oft, nor for 
light cauſes to run to Innovation , but 
what 'may hurt or edifie, Charity ſhall 
beſt judge, which if we ſuffer to be the 
Governels, all ſhall be ſafe. 

Now it is the Duty of Chriſtian Peo- 
ple to keep ſuch. things as have been 
ordained according to this Rule with a 
tree Conſcience, and without any Su- 
perſtition, but yet with a godly _ 

calle 
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eafie 'readineſs to obey, not to deſpiſe 
them, nor to paſs them over with careleſs 
Negligence 3 ſo far is it off, that they 
ought by Pride and Obſtinacy openly 
to break them. What manner of Liber- 
ty of Conſcience,wilt thou ſay,may there 
be in ſo great obſervation and wari- 
neſs? Yes, it ſhall ſtand excellently well; 
when we ſhall conſider that they are 
not ſtedfaſt and perpetual ſtayed Laws 
"Whereunto we are bound, but outward 
Rudiments for the weakneſs of Men , 
which though we do not all need, yet 
we do all uſe them; becauſe we are 
mutually bound to one another to nou- 
riſh Charity among us. Thus Mr. Cal- 
vir delivers his Judgment direatly con- 
trary to yours, perfectly conſentient to 
the Church of England, and we find 
his Pradtice according with his Judg- 
ment 3 he put the Yoke of Diſcipline 
upon the Neck of the Senate and Peo- 
ple of Geneva, and bound them to it 
with an Oath; and he declares for a 
Form of Prayers and Eccleſiaſtical 
Rites , and'greatly approves that it be 
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fixed, from which it may not be law- 


full for the Paſtors to depart in their 


Function : you may now go and accuſe 
SH 
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Mr. Calvin ( with our Church ) as jud- 
ging and ating contrary to Romans 14. 
and to the Decree of the Apoſtolical 


. Council, laying both upon Paſtors and 


Firſt and 
Second 

Book of 
Diſcipline. 


People a great Burthen of things not 
neceſiary 3 and if you pleaſe to take a 


view of the Scoti/þ Diſcipline, you will 


find there alſo a huge and heavy Bur- 
then, abundance of things which you 
dare not ſay are neceſlary. 

And to come home. 

The Solemn League and Covenant, im- 
poſed by the long Parliament upon the 
whole Kingdom, and taken I doubt not 
by your ſelves, is a moſt heavy Bur- 
then of things, ſo far from neceſlary, 
that they are not lawfull , nay highly 
finfull ; and if you have ſtill the Con- 
fidence to ſay the matter of it was ne- 


' ceſlary, yet you cannot affirm it of the 


Ceremonies enjoyned with ſtrictneſs at 
the taking of it, which are more than 
all the- Ceremonies by the Church en- 
joyned to the People in the whole Li- 
turgy : They are no lefs than Five. 
Thoſe who took the Covenant were 
ordered, 1. toſtand; 2. uncovered 
3. with the hand lifted up ; 4. the right 
hand ; 5. and that bared. 

F And 
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And may I here preſume to ask you, 
Suppoſe a weak Brother, whoſe tender 
Conſcience could not ſwallow theſe ſo- 

- Jemn Rites, ſhould affirm *twas ſinfull in 
the Parliament to lay upon them the 

' Burthen of theſe not neceſlary things , 
and that he could not take the Cove- 
nant, unleſs you would allow him his 
Chriſtian Liberty to doe it without 
theſe ſuperſtitious Ceremonies 3 whe- 

* ther would you and the Parliament in- 
dulge him for his Tenderneſs, or reje&t 
and ſequeſter him (if well fleeced) for 
his Non-conformity 2 But whatever 
becomes of this Caſe, you have in a 
ſolemn part of God's Worſhip ( for ſo 
you judge the Solemn League and Cove- 
ant ) {tritly enjoyned ſeveral unne- 
|* ceſlary Rites and Ceremonies, and fo 
. you muſt neceſfarily condemn your 
ſelves, and renounce at leaſt the.Cere- 
monies of your Covenant, or ceaſe for 
ever to declaim againſt the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Church of England. 


THE END. 
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